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WILTSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Public  Health  Department, 

County  Offices, 

Trowbridge. 

April,  1939. 


My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twentieth  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the  County 
of  Wilts. 

As  in  the  past,  the  relevant  Circular  (No.  1728)  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  regard  to  Annual 
Reports  has  been  followed  and,  in  spite  of  the  pressure  on  the  Department  as  a  result  of  National 
Service  emergency  work,  the  report  has,  as  far  as  possible,  been  completed  for  presentation  to  the 
May  meeting  of  the  County  Council.  Whether  the  statistics  can  be  included  by  that  date  will  depend 
upon  the  Registrar  General,  whose  figures  are  not  always  available  in  time. 

Apart  from  emergency  work,  which,  at  the  time  of  writing,  is  demanding  a  very  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  attention  of  the  Department,  there  is  no  new  development  to  record.  The  various 
activities  have  proceeded  without  interruption,  and  there  has  been  no  important  change  in  staff. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  E.  TANGYE. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

C.  E.  Tangye,  B.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  : — 

J.  B.  Lowe,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  School  Medical  Inspectors  : _ 

Agnes  L.  Semple,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Janet  M.  MacKay,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  (also  Resident  Medical  Officer,  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Stratton  St 
Margaret) . 

Jean  Murray,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  (Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Trowbridge  U.D.,  and  Bradford-on-Avon  U  D 
and  Bradford  portion  of  Bradford  and  Melksham  R.D.). 

C.  L.  Broomhead,  M.D.,  D.P.PI.  (Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Caine  U.D.,  Chippenham  U.D.  Caine  and 

Chippenham  R.D.). 

I.  B.  Lawrence,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  (ceased  duty  31/3/39).  (Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Warminster 

and  Westbury  R.D.). 

D.  F.  Morgan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (commenced  8/5/39).  (Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Warminster 

and  Westbury  R.D.). 

Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of  Pewsey  Colony  and  Purton  and  Wilton  Certified  Institutions  ‘ — 

D.  H.  H.  Thomas,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.M. 

School  Medical  Inspector  : — 

A.  H.  Wilson,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Last  Wilts  Combined  Districts). 

County  Tuberculosis  Officer  : — 

J.  S.  Harper,  M.B.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

County  Ambulance  Officer  (temporary)  : — 

Col.  S.  G.  WTalker,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (commenced  30/1/39). 

Medical  Superintendent,  Harnwood  Hospital  (Part-time)  : — 

H.  M.  Boston,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Consulting  Surgeon,  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital 
J.  Lwart  Schofield,  F.R.C.S. 

Venereal  Diseases  Officers  : — 

Jean  Murray,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

C.  L.  Broomhead,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

J.  L-  Potts,  B.Ch.  (Part-time). 

J.  C.  Gordon,  M.B.  (Part-time). 

Medical  Officers  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : — 

Agnes  L.  Semple,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Janet  M.  MacKay,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Jean  Murray,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 


Consulting  Obstetricians  (Part-time)  : — 

J.  J.  Armitage,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

D.  A.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.  (Ldin.). 
A.  W.  C.  Bennett,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Physician  for  Nervous  Disorders  : — 

R.  C.  Monnington,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Committee  for  the  Care  of  the  Mentally  Deficient  : — 
J.  B.  Lowe,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 


Lnquiry  Officer  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts, 
Eva  D.  Edmund  (ceased  duty  19/3/39). 

Joan  W.  Hasler,  B.Sc.  (commenced  20/3/39). 

County  Dental  Officers  : — 

W.  H.  Liebow,  L.D.S. 

F.  Lake,  L.D.S. 

R.  S.  McMinn,  L.D.S. 

J.  B.  Hay,  L.D.S.  (ceased  duty  31/12/38) 

J.  D.  Sykes,  L.D.S. 

D.  P.  Kearns,  L.D.S. 

S.  M.  Young,  L.D.S.  (commenced  2/1/39) 


1913  and  1927 


(Northern  Area) 
(Southern  Area) 
(Central  Area). 
(Western  Area). 
(Western  Area). 
(Eastern  Area). 
(Western  Area). 
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County  Oculists  (Part-time)  : — 

G.  C.  Dixon,  M.B.,  D.O.M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 


(Southern  Area). 
(Central  Area). 
(Northern  Area). 


R.  Colley,  M.B.,  D.O.M.S 
O.  B.  Pratt,  M.B.,  D.O. 


Aural  Surgeons  (Part-time)  : — 

A.  H.  Watson,  M.D. 

F.  Courtenay  Mason,  M.B.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 
A.  heigh,  F.R.C.S.,  B.R.C.P. 


(Southern  Area). 
(Northern  Area). 
(Central  Area). 


Consulting  Heart  Physicians  (Part-time)  : — 
R.  C.  Monnington,  1VI.D. 

F.  G.  Thomson,  M.A.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P. 


(Southern  Area). 
(Remainder  of  County). 


Consulting  Surgeon  to  Wiltshire  Orthopaedic  Clinics  : — 

Maud  Forrester-Brown,  M.D.,  M.S. 

Visiting  Surgeon  to  Wiltshire  Orthopaedic  Clinics  : — 

J.  Bastow,  M.D.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

After-Care  Sister  (Orthopaedic  Scheme)  : — 

M.  Cook,  S.R.N.,  C.S.M.M.G. 

Second  After-Care  Sister  : — 

M.  Haydon,  C.S.M.M.G.,  M.E.  (commenced  5/9/38). 

Instructress  in  Remedial  Exercises  : — 

Joyce  M.  Morris,  C.S.M.M.G. 

County  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

R.  H.  Wigmore,  A. R. San. I.  (ceased  duty  12/2/39). 

T.  R.  Cox,  A. R. San. I.  (commenced  13/2/39). 

Chief  Inspector  and  Chief  Sampling  Officer  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 

E.  C.  Mercer. 

Public  Analyst  : — 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer. 

Matron,  Marlborough  Children’s  Convalescent  Home  : — 

Mrs.  D.  Harral,  C.M.B. 

Matron,  Harnwood  Hospital  : — 

Miss  B.  M.  Richens. 

Matron,  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital  : — 

Miss  C.  B.  Nelson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  D.N.  (ceased  duty  1/8/38). 

Miss  M.  A.  Minstrell,  S.R.N.  (commenced  29/7/38). 

County  Health  Visitors  : — 

R.  I.  Ansaldo,  S.C.M. 

M.  Bright,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 

G.  M.  Jackson,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 

B.  B.  Richens,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 

G.  F.  Sainsbury,  S.C.M.,  S.Pv.C.N. 

B.  Smith,  S.C.M. ,  S.R.N. 

M.  M.  Warren,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 

B.  F.  Watkins,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 

W.  A.  M.  Tilt,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 

County  Midwives  : — 

Resident — 

A.  Chant,  S.C.M.  \  (Trowbridge). 

B.  Rossiter,  S.C.M.  / 

W.  N.  Barn,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N.  (Devizes). 

F.  M.  Phelps,  S.C.M.  (Salisbury). 

Emergency  Staff  : — 

D.  M.  Pope,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N.  (ceased  duty  2/7/38). 

B.  Snelgrove,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 

H.  M.  Ferman,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N.  (commenced  10/10/38). 

School  Nurse  : — 

C.  B.  Donnachie. 


Dental  Nurses  : — 

D.  E.  Dance. 

N.  D.  Dibben. 

A.  E.  Dicker. 

E.  Vaughan  (ceased  duty  31/3/39). 
H.  M.  Fox  (commenced  2/3/38). 

E.  Parker. 

E.  A.  Smith  (commenced  13/4/39). 


The  duties  of  the  whole-time  medical  and  nursing  staff 
connection  with  both  public  health  and  school  medical 
Public  Health  Committee. 


are  co-ordinated,  and  the  majority  undertake  work  in 
inspection.  These  appointments  are  made  by  the 


In  addition  to  the  whole-time  nurses  enumerated 
as  part-time  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 


in  the  foregoing  list,  eighty-eight  District  Nurses  act 


The  clerical  staff  of  the  combined  Health,  School 
thirty-one. 


District  Medicap  Officers  under  Poor  Law7  Acts  : _ 

District. 

Chippenham  : 


Medical  and  Mental  Deficiency  departments  numbers 


Medical  Officer. 


Caine  No.  1 

Caine  No.  2 
Castle  Combe 
Sutton  Benger 
Pewrsham 


Chippenham 

Chippenham  Public  Assistance  Institution 
Box  and  Colerne 

Corsham 

Lacock 


Malmesbury  No.  1 
Malmesbury  No.  2 
Malmesbury  No.  3 
Malmesbury  No.  4 


Devizes  : 

Districts  Nos.  1,  2  and  6  . 

District  No.  3  and  Public  Assistance  Institution  ... 
Districts  Nos.  4  and  7  ... 

District  No.  5 


Pewtsey  : 

Districts  Nos.  1  and  2  (except  Everley) 

Parish  of  Everley 
District  No.  3 
District  No.  4 
District  No.  5 

Maryborough  : 

Districts  Nos.  1  and  2  ... 


Public  Assistance  Institution  (Casual  Wards  only) 


*Dr.  J.  C.  Burton 
*Dr.  W.  A.  Spong 
Dr.  C.  Ede 
*Dr.  W.  H.  Royal 
*Dr.  G.  Ayres 
*Dr.  W.  T.  Briscoe 
*Dr.  G.  Laurence 
*Dr.  H.  M.  Evans 
*Dr.  W.  A.  Spong 
Dr.  J.  H.  Nixon 
Dr.  G.  Laurence 
*Dr.  T.  W.  R.  Strode 
*Dr.  J.  G.  S.  Thomas 
*Dr.  A.  R.  Wheeler 
*Dr.  G.  Laurence 
*Dr.  G.  W.  Ayres 
*Dr.  A.  R.  Wheeler 
*Dr.  I.  More 
Dr.  R.  M.  Moore 
*Dr.  W.  Winch 
Dr.  B.  L.  Hodge 
Dr.  J.  R.  Woods 
*Dr.  G.  E.  M.  Benson 
*Dr.  B.  Hancock 


*Dr.  A.  C.  Mowle 
Dr.  G.  II.  H.  Waylen 
*Dr.  T.  W.  Morcom  Harneis 
*Dr.  J.  C.  Byrne 
*Dr.  E.  W.  Rayment 


*Dr.  J.  C.  Byrne 
*Dr.  F.  W.  Rayment 
*Dr.  P.  D.  Abbatt 
Dr.  C.  J.  Bash  all 
*Dr.  L.  C.  Holland 
Dr.  H.  H.  Williamson 


*Dr.  J.  B.  Maurice 
*Dr.  W.  B.  Maurice 
*Dr.  E.  R.  Wheeler 
Dr.  W.  B.  Maurice 
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District. 

Ramsbury  : 

District  No.  1 
District  No.  2 


Medical  Officer. 


Dr.  H.  A.  Hancock 
*Dr.  J.  Gardner 
*Dr.  W.  A.  Morrison 


Salisbury  : 

District  No.  1 
District  No.  2 
Districts  Nos.  3  and  5  ... 
District  No.  4 


Salisbury  Public  Assistance  Institution 
District  No.  6 

District  No.  7  and  Amesbury  Public  Assistance  Institution 

District  No.  8 

District  No.  9  ''j 

District  No.  10 

District  No.  11  J 


Districts  Nos.  12  and  16 

District  Nos.  13  and  14  and  Wilton  Institution 
District  No.  15  ... 

District  No.  17  ... 


*Dr.  W.  A.  Wilson-Smith 
Dr.  B.  Whitehead 
Dr.  B.  D.  Saunders 
*Dr.  Margaret  Cowling 
*Dr.  J.  H.  Gubbin 
*Dr.  A.  D.  Simpson 
*Dr.  H.  M.  Boston 
Dr.  J.  H.  Gubbin 
Dr.  C.  T.  Edmunds 
Dr.  J.  I v.  D.  Lewis 
*Dr.  A.  G.  B.  Lory 
*Dr.  W.  H.  Du  Pre 
*Dr.  D.  Arnott 
*Dr.  H.  C.  Beck 
*Dr.  J.  M.  Caie 
*Dr.  W.  M.  Chapman 
Dr.  R.  C.  C.  Clay 
Dr.  A.  W.  K.  Straton 
Dr.  E.  W.  Lewis 
*Dr.  R.  L.  Wood 


Swindon  : 

District  No.  1 
Districts  Nos.  2  and  5  ... 


District  No.  3 
District  No.  4 
Cricklade  No.  1 
Cricklade  No.  2 
Cricklade  No.  3 


Stratton  St.  Margaret  Public  Assistance 


Trowbridge  : 

Bradford-on-Avon  Nos.  1  and  2  (a) 


Bradford-on-Avon  Nos.  2  ( b )  and  3 
Trowbridge  No.  1 


Trowbridge  No.  2 
Melksham  Nos.  1,  2  and  3 


Semington  Public  Assistance  Institution 


*Dr.  J.  D.  Robertson 
*Dr.  W.  de  Lacey 
*Dr.  C.  Lavery 
*Dr.  C.  A.  Lavery 
*Dr.  S.  A.  Cornelius 
*Dr.  J.  Holland 
*Dr.  A.  S.  Cameron 
*Dr.  G.  Young 
Dr.  F.  W.  Begg 
Dr.  J.  W.  Darling 
*Dr.  F.  A.  V.  Denning 

.  *Dr.  W.  L.  Broadfoot 

*Dr.  J.  N.  Watson 
*Dr.  D.  J.  T.  Brinkworth 
*Dr.  W.  A.  Spong 
*Dr.  B.  R.  Crossley 

Institution  ...  Dr.  Janet  M.  Mackay 


*Dr.  C.  E.  S.  Flemming 
*Dr.  A.  A.  G.  Flemming 
*Dr.  T.  T.  Apsimon 
*Dr.  C.  N.  Vaisey 
*Dr.  Beale  H.  Gibson 
Dr.  J.  F.  M.  Burnett 
*Dr.  F.  F.  Bond 
*Dr.  E.  Curphey 
*Dr.  R.  Wright 
Dr.  F.  E.  Tayler 
*Dr.  I.  C.  Keir 
*Dr.  D.  Leigh  Spence 
*Dr.  L.  I.  Seton  Campbe 
*Dr.  A.  T.  Schofield 
Dr.  A.  T.  Schofield 
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District. 

Warminster  : 

District  No.  1  and  Public  Assistance  Institution 

District  No.  2  . 

District  No.  3 
District  No.  4 

Westbury  No.  1  ... 


Westbury  No.  2 
Westbury  No.  3  ... 


Westbury  No.  4  ... 
Mere  No.  1 
Mere  No.  2 


Medical  Officer , 


Dr.  R.  C.  Hodges 
Dr.  B.  W.  Rewis 
*Dr.  H.  T.  Hinton 
*Dr.  R.  Graham-Campbell 
*Dr.  M.  Prideaux 
*Dr.  B.  T.  Shorland 
*Dr.  M.  Prideaux 
*Dr.  D.  S.  Macdonald 
Dr.  C.  S.  Kingston 
*Dr.  F.  F.  Bond 
*Dr.  B.  Curphey 
*Dr.  R.  Wright' 

Dr.  W.  K.  A.  Richards 
Dr.  R.  B.  Whitby 
Dr.  G.  B.  Bllis 


*  Serving  on  the  panel  under  the  open-choice  scheme  for  domiciliary  medical  attendance 

pages  —  and  — . 


referred  to  on 


Plbeic  Vaccinators  and  Vaccination  Officers  : 

District. 

Chippenham  : 


Wilts  No:  1 
V  ilts  No.  2  and  Chippenham 
ance  Institution 
Wilts  No.  3 
Wilts  No.  4 
Wilts  No.  5 
Wilts  No.  6 
Wilts  No.  7 
Wilts  No.  8 
Wilts  No.  9 
Wilts  No.  10 


Public  Assist- 


Public  Vaccinator. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Burton 


Dr.  G. 
Dr.  W 
Dr.  A. 
Dr.  G. 
Dr.  I. 
Dr.  R. 
Dr.  W. 
Dr.  B. 
Dr.  J. 


Raurence 
.  H.  Royal 
R.  Wheeler 
W.  Ayres 
More 
M.  Moore 
Winch 
R.  Hodge 
R.  Woods 


Vaccination  Officer. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Gross 
Miss  A.  Jeffery 


Mr.  C.  Bradshaw 


Devizes  : 


Wilts  No.  11 
Wilts  No.  12  ... 

Wilts  No.  13  ... 

Wilts  No.  14  and  Devizes  Public  Assistance 
Institution 

Wilts  Nos.  15  and  18 
Wilts  No.  16 
Wilts  No.  17 
Wilts  No.  19 
Wilts  No.  20 
Wilts  No.  21 
Wilts  No.  22 


Dr.  B.  Hancock 


Dr.  G.  H.  H.  Waylen 

Dr.  T.  W.  Morcom  Harneis 

Dr.  J.  C.  Byrne 
)  ) 

Dr.  F.  W.  Rayment 
Dr.  C.  J.  Bashall 
Dr.  A.  R.  Bdwards 
Dr.  H.  H.  Williamson 


Mr.  H.  Talbot 


Mr.  W.  H.  Boaden 


Mareborough  : 

Wilts  No.  23 . 

V  ilts  No.  24  and  Marlborough  Public 
Assistance  Institution 

Wilts  No.  25 . 

Wilts  No.  26  . 


Dr.  W.  B.  Maurice 


Dr.  J.  Gardner 
Dr.  H.  A.  Hancock 


Mr.  H.  R.  Gross 
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District. 

Salisbury'  : 

Wilts  No.  31 . 

Wilts  No.  27 . 

Wilts  No.  28 . 

Wilts  No.  29 . 

Wilts  No.  30  and  Salisbury  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Institution  ... 

Wilts  No.  32  ... 

Wilts  No.  33 . 

Wilts  No.  34 . 

Wilts  No.  35 . 

Wilts  No.  37 . 

Wilts  No.  38  and  Amesbury  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Institution  ... 

Wilts  No.  39 . 

Wilts  No.  36 . 

Wilts  No.  40  and  Tisbury  Public  Assistance 
Institution 

Wilts  No.  41 . 

Wilts  No.  42 . 


Public  Vaccinator. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Edmunds 
Dr.  W.  A.  Wilson-Smith 
Dr.  B.  Whitehead 
Dr.  D.  D.  Saunders 

Dr.  J.  H.  Gubbin 
Dr.  A.  W.  K.  Straton 

y  > 

Dr.  E.  W.  Eewis 
Dr.  R.  C.  C.  Clay 
Dr.  R.  E.  Wood 

Dr.  J.  E.  D.  Eewis 
Dr.  A.  G.  B.  Eory 
Dr.  R.  C.  C.  Clay 

Dr.  W.  H.  Du  Pre 
Dr.  J.  M.  Caie 
Dr.  H.  C.  Beck 


Vaccination  Officer. 

Mr.  E,  H.  Belben 
Mr.  S.  A.  Cudmer 


Mr.  H.  E.  Miles 
Mr.  E.  Pord 


y  y 


Swindon  : 

Wilts  No.  43  ... 

Wilts  No.  47  and  Stratton  St.  Margaret 
Public  Assistance  Institution  ... 

Wilts  No.  44 . 

Wilts  No.  45 . 

Wilts  No.  46 . 

Wilts  No.  48 . 

Wilts  No.  49 . 

Wilts  No.  50 . 


Dr.  J.  D.  Robertson 

Dr.  J.  W.  Darling 
Dr.  W.  de  Racey 

y ) 

Dr.  F.  W.  Begg 
Dr.  F.  A.  V.  Denning 
Dr.  J.  N.  Watson 
Dr.  B.  R.  Crossley 


Mr.  S.  Timmings 


y  y 

y  y 
t  y 

Miss  E”  H.  A.  Guy 

t  y 
y  y 


Trowbridge:  : 

Wilts  No.  51 

Wilts  No.  52 . 

Wilts  No.  53  ... 

Wilts  No.  54  ... 

Wilts  No.  55  . 

Wilts  No.  56  and  Semington  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Institution  ... 


Dr.  T.  T.  Apsimon  Mr.  W.  G.  Bacon 

y  y 

Dr.  J.  F.  M.  Burnett  ,, 

y  y 

Dr.  F.  F.  Bond 

Dr.  A.  T.  Schofield  ,, 


Warminste;r  : 

Wilts  No.  57  ... 

Wilts  No.  58 . 

Wilts  No.  59 . 

Wilts  No.  60 . 

Wilts  No.  61  and  Warminster  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Institution  ... 

Wilts  No.  62 . 

Wilts  No.  63 . 

Wilts  No.  64 . 

Wilts  No.  65 . 

Wilts  No.  66 . 


Dr.  D.  S.  Macdonald 
Dr.  C.  S.  Kingston 
Dr.  F.  F.  Bond 
Dr.  W.  K.  A.  Richards 

Dr.  R.  C.  Hodges 

Dr.  E.  W.  Eewis 

Dr.  H.  T.  Hinton 

Dr.  R.  Graham-Campbell 

Dr.  R.  E.  Whitby 

Dr.  G.  E.  Ellis 


Mr.  W.  D.  Case 


Mr.  S.  Davies 


Mr.  F.  Ford 

y  y 


SUPERANNUATION. 

Entrants  to  the  County  Council's  service,  as  well  as  to  the  service  of  other  authorities  in  the 
County  which  have  adopted  the  Act,  have  to  satisfy  me,  as  County  Medical  Officer,  as  to  their 
medical  fitness.  The  medical  report  form  is  usually  completed  by  a  medical  practitioner  of  the 
candidate's  selection,  and  is  forwarded  to  me  confidentially.  The  information  contained  receives 
careful  consideration  and  any  outstanding  points  are  further  investigated  before  a  decision  is  reached. 
The  extension  of  the  Scheme  to  include  grades  of  County  Council  employees  hitherto  excluded  has, 
of  course,  led  to  a  considerable  increase  in  this  work. 

There  is  also  an  arrangement  whereby  an  independent  medical  referee  is  available,  to  whom 
all  cases  of  doubt  may  be  referred. 


11 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Population  (Census  1931)  . 

Population  (estimated,  1938)  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1931) 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931) 

Rateable  value  for  whole  County  (1st  April,  1938) 

Actual  produce  of  a  penny  rate  over  whole  County  (1937-38) 


860,829 

303,258 

305,900 

75,615 

78,216 

£1,600,533 

£6,388 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAE  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate. 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938  1937 

Five  Births  : 

Total  . 

2234 

2187 

2188 

2084 

4422 

4271 

(per  1000  of  the  population) 
14.46  14  00 

Legitimate  . 

2149 

2106 

2097 

1996 

4246 

4102 

13.88  13  45 

Illegitimate 

85 

81 

91 

88 

176 

169 

0.58  0.55 

Stillbirths  ... 

90 

89 

82 

83 

172 

172 

(per  1000  births) 

37.44  38.71 

Heaths  . 

Heaths  from  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1883 

1907 

1783 

3 

1653 

3 

3666 

3 

3560 

3 

(per  1000  of  the  population) 
11.98  11.67 

(per  1000  births) 

0  66  0  67 

Other  puerperal  causes 

- — 

— 

11 

14 

11 

14 

2.39  3  15 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

14 

17 

14 

17 

3.05  3.82 

Heaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  age  : 

Total  ... 

• 

112 

90 

81 

72 

193 

162 

(per  1000  live  births) 

43.64  37.9  ' 

(per  1000  legitimate  live 

Legitimate 

102 

85 

78 

69 

180 

154 

births) 

42.39  37.54 

(per  1000  illegitimate  live 

Illegitimate  ... 

10 

5 

3 

3 

13 

18 

births) 

73.86  106.51 

Heaths  from  Cancer  (all 

ages) . 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

502 

487 

Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1 

Whooping  co ugh  (all  ages) 
Hiarrhoea  (under  2  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

11 

of  age)  . 

■ 

- - 

— 

— 

11 

5 

Live.  Birth-Rate. -—The  birth-rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  slightly  higher  than  in 
1937,  being  14.46,  compared  with  14.00.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14.9. 


Still  Birth-Rate.— The  proportion  of  still-births  per  thousand  births  was  37.44,  compared  with 

38.71  in  1937.  The  number  of  still-births  for  each  of  the  last  three  years  has  by  a  coincidence  been 
the  same — 172. 
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Death-Rate. — The  death-rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  11.98,  as  against  11.67  in  1937, 
and  12.4  for  England  and  Wales.  Except  in  1935,  when  the  rate  was  10.92,  there  has  been  little 
variation  in  this  rate  for  the  past  six  years. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 
Cancer  ... 

Cerebral  harmorrhage 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...Ill 

Non-pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Bronchitis 

Influenza 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc 
Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 
Other  digestive  diseases 


...  1092 

...  231 

...  502 

265 
130 

(106) 

(29) 

- -  133 

157 
103 
48 
120 
...  109 

65 


(995) 

(209) 

(487) 

(216) 

(133) 


(135) 

(130) 

(100) 

(129) 

(109) 

(134) 

(71) 


Infant  Mortality  Rate.- — The  death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  live  births 
was  43.64.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  last  year  was  58. 

The  death  rate  of  legitimate  children  und_er  one  year  of  age  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  was 
42.39,  and  of  illegitimate  children  per  1000  illegitimate  births,  73.86. 

General.- — According  to  the  statistics  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  number  of  deaths 
in  consequence  of  child  birth  belonging  to  the  geographical  County  was  14,  representing  a  mortality 
rate  of  3.05  per  1000  births,  which  compares  with  the  rate  for  the  previous  year  3.82,  and  the  national 
rate  for  1938,  2.97.  Two  of  the  14  deaths  belonged  to  the  Borough  of  Swindon  and  12  to  the  area 
for  which  the  County  Council  is  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  authority.  This  latter  figure 
represents  a  death  rate  of  3.57  per  1000  births,  and  compares  with  2.45  during  the  previous  year. 
Three  of  the  12  deaths  belonging  to  the  County  area  were  due  to  puerperal  sepsis,  representing  a 
rate  of  0.89,  and  9  to  other  puerperal  causes,  representing  a  rate  of  2.68. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  measles  during  1938,  compared  with  one  in  1937,  and  13  from 
whooping  cough,  as  against  11  in  the  previous  year.  Deaths  from  infantile  diarrhoea  numbered 
11,  compared  with  five  in  1937. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  given  above,  heart  disease  accounted  for  more  deaths  than  any 
other  cause  (1092),  with  cancer  second  in  this  respect  (502).  Under  both  these  heads  the  number 
of  deaths  during  1938  was  slightly  higher  than  in  1937. 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis,  however,  numbered  133,  as  against  135  in  the  previous  year. 

More  cases  of  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  terminated  fatally  than  in  1937,  but  the  deaths  from 
influenza  were  considerably  fewer. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  County  Council’s  arrangements  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  work,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  specimens  examined  : _ 


Nature  of  Specimen  or  Test. 


Agglutination  Tests 
Autogenous  Vaccine 
Blood  Counts 
Blood  Cultures 
Blood  Sugar  Estimations 
Blood  Ureas 

Blood  for  Wassermann  Reaction 
Blood  for  Widal  Reaction 
Cerebrp  Spinal  Fluid  ' 

Faeces  for  Occult  Blood  ... 

Faeces  for  Dysentery 
Faeces  for  Typhoid 

Fluid  from  Chest  :  Biological  and  Microscopical  Ex¬ 
amination 

Gonococcal  Complement  Fixation  Test  ... 

Gonococcal  Smears  :  Microscopical  Examination 
Histological  Examinations  ... 

Hairs  for  Ringworm  :  Microscopical  Examination 
Kahn  Test 

Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ... 

Milk  for  Phosphatase  Test 

Milk  Churn  Washings  :  Bacteriological  Examination 

Milk  for  B.  Coli  and  Plate  Count  . 

Milk  for  Food  Poisoning  Organisms 
Milk  Straws  for  Food  Poisoning  Organisms 
Pleural  Fluids  :  Microscopical  and  Culture 

Pleural  Fluids  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  . 

Pleural  Fluids  :  Microscopical  :  Cultures  for  Organism's 

Pus  for  Anthrax  :  Microscopical  Examination 

Pus  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

Sardine  Paste  for  Food  Poisoning  Organisms 

Sedimentation  Rate 

Sugar  Tolerance  Curve 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

Sputa  :  Special  Antiform  Examinations 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  . 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  and  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

Swabs  for  Meningococci 

Urine  for  Friedman  Test  :  ?  Pregnancy... 

Urine  :  Microscopical  Examinations 
Urine  for  Gonococci 

•  •••  •••  ••• 

Urine  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

Urine  :  Microscopical  and  Cultures 
Van  Den  Berg  Reaction  (Blood)  ... 

Waters  and  Trade  Effluents:  Chemical  and  Bacterio 
logical  Examinations  ... 


Totals 


Laboratory  at  which  Ex 
carried  out. 

animation 

Total. 

Salisbury. 

Bristol 
(Waterfall 
and  O’Brien). 

St.  Thomas’s 
Hospital, 
London. 

2 

— 

_ 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

15 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

5 

6 

— 

_ _ 

6 

780 

— 

— 

780 

14 

— 

— 

14 

3 

— 

— 

3 

1  . 

— 

_ 

1 

24 

— 

— 

24 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

_ _ 

1 

— 

— 

71 

71 

156 

— 

■ - 

156 

14 

— 

— 

14 

6 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

729 

— 

_ 

729 

16 

1 

— 

— 

16 

7 

— 

_ _ 

1 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

7 

i 

— 

— 

7 

2 

— 

_ _ _ 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

748 

— 

— 

748 

2 

— 

_ _ 

2 

62 

— 

— 

62 

28 

— 

— 

28 

922 

— 

— 

922 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

- - 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

- - 

4 

4 

— 

- - 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

9 

108 

— 

117 

3593 

108 

71 

3772 

The  total  number  of  specimens  examined  during  1937  was  4,257. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  ambulance  service  of  the  County  for  normal  purposes  is  complete.  No  patient  ever  lacks 
proper  transport  facilities  and  the  County  ambulance  is  always  available  to  bridge  any  gap  in  local 
services  as  far  as  the  County  medical  schemes  are  concerned. 

During  1938,  as  in  previous  years,  the  County  ambulance  was  used  for  the  transport  of  a  large 
number  of  public  assistance,  tuberculous  and  other  cases,  the  total  mileage  being  15,207,  compared 
with  15,295  during  1937. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

The  only  legal  Public  Health  powers  not  applicable  generally  which  the  Count 3^  Council  has 
acquired  are  the  following  : — 

(a)  The  Count}?-  of  Wilts.  (Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Smallpox)  Regulations,  1923. 

These  regulations  make  it  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  to  provide  accommodation 

and  arrange  for  the  treatment  of  any  case  of  smallpox  which  may  occur  within  the  County. 

(b)  The  County  of  Buckinghamshire,  etc.  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Order,  1926. 

This  Order  enables  the  County  Council  to  exercise  the  powers  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre¬ 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in  regard  to  the  handling  of  milk  by  persons  suffering 
from  certain  forms  of  tuberculosis. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  only  professional  nursing  is  supplied  by  District  Nursing  Associations,  which  cover  the 
area  almost  completely.  The  work  of  these  Associations  is  intimately  connected  with  the  County 
Health  Department  through  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

No  professional  nursing  for  infectious  disease  at  home  has  been  specialty  provided. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  1938  there  has  been  no  extension  of  any  hospital  in  the  County,  though  extensions  at 
Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital  have  been  contemplated  for  some  time  past.  In  view  of  the  issue  of 
the  various  orders  under  Section  315  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  b}^  the  Ministry,  the  necessary 
extensions  cannot  be  delayed  indefinitely,  though  there  has  been  no  urgent  necessity  for  such  during 
the  past  year. 

Since  the  end  of  the  year  it  has  been  decided  to  erect  a  cubicle  block  of  twelve  beds  at  the 
Swindon  Isolation  Hospital. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Nature  of  Clinic. 


Centre. 


Day  and  Time  Clinics  held. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres 
(' Voluntary ,  except 
County  Council  Clinic 
at  Trowbridge). 


Ashton  Keynes,  The  Parish  Hall 
Bradford-on- A  von,  Church  House,  Church 
Street 

Chippenham,  Church  Hall,  Market  Place  ... 
Corsham,  Maternity  Home  ... 

Cricklade,  Town  Hall 

Devizes,  Methodist  School  Room,  Dong 
Street 

Downton,  Church  Hall 
Past  Knoyle,  Village  Hall 
Davington,  Methodist  School  Room,  Little- 
ton  Panel 

Malmesbury,  Parish  Hall 
Marlborough,  1,  The  Green  ... 

Melksham,  Old  Bank  House,  Bank  Street  ... 
Mere,  Lecture  Hall 


Tisbury,  Red  Cross  Hut,  Hindon  Lane 
Trowbridge,  County  Council  Clinic,  The 
Halve 

Warminster,  Town  Hall 
Wilton,  Town  Hall 

(Most  of  the  above  Clinics  are  closed  in  August) 


1st  Wednesday  each  month,  3  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesdays  each  month,  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  &  4th  Tuesdays  each  month,  2  p.m. 
2nd  Friday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  &  4th  Thursdays  each  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Alternate  Thursdays,  2.15  p.m. 

Alternate  Fridays,  2.30  p.m. 

1st  Wednesday  each  month,  3  p.m. 

1st  Friday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. 

1st  Tuesday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. 

1st  Friday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Alternate  Thursdays,  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  &  4th  Thursdays,  alternating  every  four 
months  with  2nd  &  4th  Tuesdays,  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  Tuesday  each  month,  3  p.m. 

Every  Tuesday,  2  p.m. 

1st  Friday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Thursdays  each  month,  2  p.m. 
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ClyINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES — Continued. 


Nature  of  Clinic. 


Centre. 


Ante-natal  Clinics. 
County  Consultant 
Clinics 

Others 


Salisbury,  General  Infirmary 
Swindon,  Maternity  Home,  "Kingshill 
Trowbridge, County  Council  Clinic, The  Halv 
Swindon,  36,  Milton  Road 


Wilton,  Town  Hall 

School  Clinics  ...  Trowbridge,  County  Council  Clinic,  The 

Halve 

Swindon,  County  Council  Clinic,  15,  Milton 
Road 

{Eye,  Dental,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and 
Heart  Clinics  are  also  arranged  at  other 
convenient  Centres  as  need  arises). 

Orthopaedic  Clinics  . . .  Corsham,  Maternity  Home . 

Devizes,  Boy  Scouts'  Hall 


Malmesbury,  District  Hospital 

Marlborough,  Children’s  Convalescent 
Home 


Salisbury,  General  Infirmary 

Swindon,  County  Council  Clinic,  Gorse  Hill 

Trowbridge,  County  Council  Clinic,  The 
Halve  . 


Tuberculosis 

Dispensaries 


Venereal  Diseases 
Treatment  Centres 


Salisbury,  General  Infirmary 
Savernake  Hospital 

Swindon,  County  Council  Clinic,  15,  Milton 
Road 

Trowbridge,  County  Council  Clinic,  The 
Halve 

Swindon,  The  Isolation  Hospital,  Gorse  Hill 


Trowbridge,  County  Council  Clinic,  The 
Halve 

Salisbury,  General  Infirmary 
(Skin  Department) 


Cancer 


Salisbury,  General  Infirmary 
Swindon  Victoria  Hospital 
Trowbridge,  County  Council  Clinic,  The 
Halve 


Day  and  Time  Clinics  held. 


e 


Every  Tuesday,  11  a. m. 

Every  Wednesday,  2.30  p.m. 

1st  Wednesday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. 
Tuesdays  2 — 4  p.m.  (Medical  Officer) 
Tuesdays  6 — 7  p.m.  ;  Fridays  2 — 4  p.m. 

(Matron,  Swindon  Maternity  Home). 
Mondays,  6 — 7  p.m.  (Matron,  Maternity 
Home  ;  for  booking  cases  for  Home). 

1st  Thursday  each  month,  2  p.m. 

Tuesday  &  Saturday,  10  a.m. — 12  noon  and 
as  occasion  arises  for  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat,  Dental,  Heart,  etc.  Clinics. 


As  occasion  arises  for  Eye  and  Dental  Clinics. 


Wednesday,  10.45  a.m.  Surgeon  attends 
2nd  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

Thursday,  11.0  a.m.,  except  1st  Thursday  in 
each  month.  Surgeon  attends  3rd  Thurs¬ 
day  each  month. 

1st  Thursday  in  each  month,  11.0  a.m. 
Surgeon  attends. 

4th  Thursday  in  each  month,  2.30  p.m., 
except  first  month  in  each  quarter,  when 
Surgeon  attends  on  2nd  Friday.  Intended 
for  cases  in  Home  only. 

Monday,  11.0  a.m.  Surgeon  attends  3rd 
Monday  each  month  at  11  a.m. 

Tuesday,  11.0  a.m.  Surgeon  attends  1st 
Tuesday  each  month  at  10.45  a.m. 

Friday,  10.30  a.m.  Surgeon  attends  4th 
Friday  each  month,  11  a.m. — 1  p.m.,  and 
2 — 3  p.m. 

Tuesday,  10  a.m. 

1st  Monday  in  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Thursday,  10  a.m. 


Wednesday,  10  a.m. 


Men 

Women 

Men  : 
Women 
Men  : 

Women 


Wednesday, 
Friday, 
Monday, 
Friday, 
Thursday, 
Tuesday, 
Tuesday, 
Friday, 
Wednesday, 
Saturday, 


7 — 8.30  p.m. 
6—7.30  p.m. 

5 — 6.30  p.m.  * 
2 — 3.30  p.m. 

5 — 6.30  p.m. 

5 —  6.30  p.m. 
11.30  a.m. — 1 

6 —  7.30  p.m. 

6 — 7.30  p.m. 
11.30  a.m. — 1 


p.m. 


p.m. 


1st  Thursday  in  each  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
1st  Thursday  each  month  at  11  a.m. 

3rd  Thursday  in  each  month,  11.30  a.m. 


Rheumatoid  Arthritis 
Birth  Control.  ( Volun¬ 
tary  Clinic  at  which 
County  Council  cases 
attend  by  arrangement) . 


Salisbury,  General  Infirmary 
Married  Women’s  Advisory  Clinic,  49 
High  Street,  Salisbury 


Every  Friday,  3.15  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Thursdays  each  month,  2 — 4  p.m. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. 

Public  Assistance  Institutions. 

Classification. 

Details  have  been  given  each  year  of  the  progress  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee’s  scheme 
for  the  classification  of  the  Institutions  transferred  to  them  from  the  old  Boards  of  Guardians  under 
the  terms  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929. 

Since  the  last  Report  the  mentally  defective  boys  have  been  transferred  from  the  Devizes 
Institution  to  the  Pewsey  Colony  Certified  Institution,  and,  as  soon  as  the  accommodation  is  ready, 
the  female  mental  defectives  will  also  be  transferred  there  from  the  Wilton  Certified  Institution. 
The  female  epileptics  at  the  latter  Institution  will  then  be  moved  to  the  Amesbury  Institution  and 
the  male  epileptics  there  transferred  to  accommodation  now  being  provided  for  them  at  the  Devizes 
Institution.  It  is  hoped  that  this  re-arrangement  will  be  accomplished  before  the  end  of  the  present 
year,  when  the  Wilton  Institution  can  be  closed  and  the  Committee’s  scheme  of  classification  com¬ 
pleted. 

Structural. 

The  following  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  more  important  structural  work  undertaken  since  the 
last  Report,  or  about  to  be  put  in  hand. 

At  the  Devizes  Institution  the  re-organisation  of  the  infirmary  wards  on  modern  lines  has  been 
completed,  and  has  provided  accommodation  for  16  more  patients.  Certain  lesser  alterations  are 
also  in  hand  to  permit  of  the  reception  of  the  male  epileptic  patients  from  Amesbury. 

At  Semin gton  the  extension  of  the  Infirmary  has  been  completed,  and  provides  room  for  16 
additional  beds  as  well  as  a  day  room  for  male  patients.  A  scheme  of  central  heating,  which  involves 
the  re-organisation  of  the  cooking  arrangements  for  the  Institution,  is  also  about  to  be  commenced, 
and  a  new  nurses’  home  is  in  course  of  erection.  Provision  has  also  been  made  in  the  current  year’s 
estimates  for  a  proper  scheme  of  sewage  disposal,  which  is  now  under  consideration. 

Expenditure  has  been  sanctioned  for  the  erection  of  a  house  at  the  Warminster  Institution 
for  the  Master  and  Matron,  and  the  quarters  which  they  vacate  will,  after  necessary  alteration, 
provide  much-needed  additional  accommodation  for  patients. 

There  is  also  provision  in  the  estimates  for  a  nurses’  home  at  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  and  plans 
for  its  erection  are  already  under  consideration.  Such  provision  has  long  been  contemplated,  but 
the  rapid  development  of  the  Hospital  with  consequent  increases  of  staff,  have  now  made  it  a  neces¬ 
sity,  and  the  rooms  at  the  Hospital  at  present  occupied  by  nurses  will  give  accommodation  for  some 
40  e^tra  patients. 


Accommodation. 

The  details  which  have  been  given  in  previous  Reports  as  to  the  institutional  provision  now 
available  in  the  County  for  general  and  special  purposes  are  of  interest,  and  are  repeated  below  : — 


Institution. 

(i a )  Public  Assistance  : 
Amesbury 


Accommodation. 

House.  Infirmary. 

47  (42  epileptics) 


Total. 

47 


Chippenham'  ... 

88 

135 

(infirm  and  general 

223 

medical  cases) 

Devizes 

134  (39  F.M.) 

52 

(infirm) 

186 

Salisbury 

140 

164 

(infirm  and  difficult 

304 

male  cases) 

St.  Margaret’s  (Infirmary 

188 

148 

(medical,  surgical, 

336 

appropriated  by  Public 
Health  Committee  but  avail- 

and  infirm) 

able  for  P.A.  cases) 
Semington 

128  (58  F.M.) 

68 

(infirm) 

196 

Warminster 

53 

49 

(infirm) 

102 

778 

616 

1394 

Total  number  of  beds  available 

for  P.A.  cases 

681 

636 

1297 
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(b)  Appropriated  Institutions  : 

Purton  (M.D.  Committee)  ... 

Wilton  (M.D.  Committee)  ... 

Pewsey  (M.D.  Committee)  ... 

Marlborough  (P.H.  Committee) 

St.  Margaret  s  Hospital  (P.H.  Committee) 

(c)  Institutions  Closed  : 


Imbeciles  and  Idiots  ... 
Feeble-minded  ... 
1'eeble-minded  ... 
Epileptics  (P.A.  cases) 
Now  an  M.D.  Colony... 
Convalescent  Home 
See  (a) 


18 

30 

65 

18 

301 

76 


Caine. 

Malmesbury. 


Mere. 

Tisbury. 


The  actual  position  with  regard  to  the  mentally  defective  inmates  under  the  charge  of  the 


In  addition  to  these  cases  there  are  approximately  fifty  mentally  defective  persons  certified  under 
the  Lunacy  Acts  m  the  various  Public  Assistance  Institutions.  ’ 


,  .  tP/eSSU'°n  the  'nfirmary  accommodation  again  gave  rise  to  some  apprehension  during  the  year 
but  the  additional  beds  provided  at  the  Devizes  Institution  relieved  the  position  to  some  extent’ 
Later  it  became  possible  by  a  re-arrangement  of  the  use  of  certain  of  the  rooms  at  this  Institution 
to  transfer  there  some  20  feeble-minded  women  from  the  Chippenham  Institution  thus  freeing  their 
bedroom  and  day  room  for  use  as  infirmary  accommodation  for  about  30  additional  patients  h  It 
1S  °fef  tha,t1t^e  extra  J>eds  which  are  now  available  at  Semington,  together  with  the  further  pro- 
posals  for  additional  beds  referred  to  under  the  heading  '*  Structural  "  will  safeguard  the  position 

out  the  County11"1  rem°Ve  any  anxletF  as  to  tlie  adequacy  of  the  infirmary  accommodation  through- 


Furniture  and  Equipment. 

The  various  extensions  of  infirmary  accommodation  outlined  above  have  naturally  involved 
expenditure  on  suitable  equipment,  but  apart  from  this  a  certain  amount  of  worn-out  or  obsolete 
urmture  has  been  replaced  by  articles  of  modern  and  efficient  type,  and  provision  has  been  made 
m  lke  current  year  s  estimates  for  further  progress  in  this  direction. 

Nursing. 

Dr.  Agnes  Semple  has  continued  to  act  as  Inspector  of  Nursing  under  the  Public  Assistance  CY»m 
Sr^on^StOUCh  Wlth  a11  PTOblemS  afeCting  the  nursing  staffs  Visaing 


Dentae  Treatment. 


The  arrangements  for  dental  treatment  by  the  County  Staff,  both  for  indoor  and  outdoor  patients, 
as  proceeded  on  die  same  lines  as  previously.  Accommodation  has,  however,  now  been  provided 
and  suitably  equipped  both  at  the  Salisbury  and  Devizes  Public  Assistance  Institutions  to  serve 
as  dental  clinics  for  the  respective  areas,  although  the  use  of  these  Clinics  is  not,  of  course,  confined 

year  b  AsS1StanCe  cases'  The  foll°wmg  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  undertaken  during  the 


Number  of  patients  treated . 

Number  of  attendances 
Number  of  extractions 

Number  of  fillings  ...  . 

Other  operations  . 

Number  of  dentures  provided 

Number  of  dentures  repaired  . 

Number  of  Administrations  of  general  anaesthesia 


Patients  in 
Institutions. 
97 
148 
288 
3 

19 

6 
9 
3 


Patients  in  receipt  of 


(87) 

112 

(110) 

(146) 

510 

(403) 

(434) 

753 

(734) 

(4) 

11 

(2) 

(7) 

35 

(56) 

(4) 

114 

(78) 

(10) 

8 

(2) 

'6) 

15 

(6) 
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The  dentures  provided  are  supplied  at  special  contract  rates,  a  complete  set  costing  only  £1  12s.  6d. 
Where  it  is  at  all  possible,  however,  patients  are  required  to  repay  the  whole,  or  a  proportion  of  the 
cost  by  small  weekly  instalments. 


There  has  been  no  meeting  during  the  year  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Hospitals  Association 
formed  in  accordance  with  Section  13  of  the  Act. 


POOR  PAW  MEDICAL  OUT-RELIEF. 

On  the  1st  April,  1930,  when  the  County  Council  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the  old  Boards 
of  Guardians,  domiciliary  medical  attention  under  the  Poor  Law  Acts  was  provided  by  60  salaried 
District  Medical  Officers  in  69  Medical  Relief  Districts  at  a  total  cost  of  £5,530  per  annum. 

As  these  posts  became  vacant  from  time  to  time,  through  Medical  Officers  having  become  super¬ 
annuate  or  otherwise,  they  were  only  fdled  temporarily,  and  in  July,  1930,  a  scheme  which  gives  the 
patient  free  choice  of  doctor  was  introduced,  with  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  the  16 
medical  relief  districts  which  were  then  no  longer  served  by  permanent  officers.  Since  that  date, 
the  scheme,  with  various  modifications,  has  been  extended  as  other  posts  became  vacant,  and  at 
the  present  time  is  in  operation  in  38  districts,  with  65  medical  practitioners  on  the  panel,  leaving 
31  districts  to  be  served  by  26  part-time  salaried  District  Medical  Officers. 

Full  details  of  the  progress  and  development  of  the  arrangements  have  been  given  in  previous 
Annual  Reports,  and  only  a  brief  description  is,  therefore,  given  here. 

Any  medical  practitioner  or  his  partner  who  does  not  already  hold  a  salaried  appointment  of 
District  Medical  Officer  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  is  eligible  to  serve  on  the  panel  for 
his  particular  area,  and  payment  is  at  the  rate  of  25s.  per  patient  treated  during  the  calendar  year, 
or  20s.  in  the  Borough  of  Swindon,  with  mileage  allowance.  This  payment  is  regarded  as  covering 
the  cost  of  ordinary  medicines,  but  expensive  drugs,  dressings  or  appliances  are  paid  for  separately. 
Payment  is  made  at  the  end  of  every  quarter,  and  the  amount  due  to  each  doctor  is  calculated  from 
the  details  given  on  his  medical  record  cards,  which  are  sent  to  this  Office  after  they  have  been 
checked  by  the  Relieving  Officers  with  their  lists  of  medical  relief  orders  issued. 

During  1938,  the  aggregate  payments  under  the  scheme  amounted  to  £2,793,  compared  with 
a  sum  of  £2,971  previously  paid  in  salaries  to  district  medical  officers  in  the  area  now  covered  by 
the  revised  arrangements.  Several  of  the  districts  did  not,  however,  come  under  the  scheme  until 
late  in  the  year,  and  in  a  full  year,  therefore,  the  saving  of  expenditure  as  compared  with  the  sum 
previously  paid  in  salaries  would  not  amount  to  as  much  as  £180,  but  this  saving  will  no  doubt  become 
greater  as  the  Scheme  expands  still  further.  At  no  time  previously  has  the  total  expenditure  under  the 
Scheme  been  less  than  the  total  amount  originally  paid  in  salaries.  For  some  years  past  there  has  been 
a  saving  in  the  Area  apart  from  Swindon,  but  the  cost  of  the  work  in  that  district  has  hitherto 
brought  the  total  above  the  amount  previously  paid  in  salaries.  This,  however,  was  to  be  expected, 
as  the  small  salary  originally  paid  to  the  one  District  Medical  Officer  at  Swindon  'was  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done. 

The  total  number  of  patients  attended  was  2,144 — 831  in  the  Borough  of  Swindon  and  1,313 
in  the  remainder  of  the  area  covered  by  the  Scheme — home  visits  and  consultations  at  the  surgery 
numbering  17,755,  an  average  of  8.3  per  patient.  For  the  Swindon  and  “  County  ”  areas  respectively 
the  averages  were  6.9  and  9.1. 

The  gradual  development  of  the  scheme,  which  has  the  full  approval  of  the  British  Medical 
Association,  has  been  closely  watched  by  the  County  Medical  Advisory  Committee,  who  have  given 
invaluable  help  in  solving  the  various  difficulties  which  have  arisen  from  time  to  time.  The  scheme 
is  at  present  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  until  the  30th  June,  1939,  and  application  will, 
of  course,  be  made  for  their  sanction  to  be  continued. 
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POIylCE. 


,  :  AI!D  DentaE  Treatment. — The  general  arrangements  for  medical  and  surgical  treat¬ 

ment  oi  Police  have  been  delegated  to  me  as  County  Medical  Officer.  Domiciliary  treatment  by 
genera  practitioners  has  proceeded  on  the  recognised  lines  of  payment  per  item  of  attendance  and 
the  accounts  are  submitted  to  me  for  scrutiny  before  payment.  In  the  Borough  of  Swindon,  how- 
bads  6  ^an<aln^  Committee  have  arrangements  with  one  medical  practitioner  on  a  salaried 


,  ^  the  dental  work  necessary  for  the  Police  Force  is  now  performed  by  the  Countv  Dental  Staff 
and  the  following  are  brief  details  of  the  treatment  given 

Number  of  patients  treated 
Attendances 
Extractions 

Fillings  . 

Other  operations  ... 

Number  of  dentures  provided 
Number  of  dentures  repaired 
Number  of  administrations  of  general  anaesthesia 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1937 


221 

(177) 

542 

(333) 

93 

(56) 

318 

(190) 

205 

(137) 

19 

(14) 

31 

(22) 

3 

(2) 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

-jTe  following  is  the  report  of  Dr.  Lowe,  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Committee  for  the  Care  of 
the  Mentally  Defective: — 

Ascertainment. 

,uThe*rbey.°f  mental  defectives  on  the  register  on  the  1st  January,  1939,  including  those  dealt 
with  and  those  living  in  their  own  homes  under  supervision,  totalled  1,585,  or  5.20  per  thousand  of 
the  general  population  of  the  County. 

. 

Hitherto  it  has  not  been  the  practice  to  include  in  the  figure  of  ascertained  cases  those  children 
between  the  ages  of  seven  and  16  years  who  are  the  responsibility  of  the  various  Education  Com¬ 
mittees  in  the  County,  and  who  are  “  educable  ”  in  a  special  school  or  class.  To  obtain,  therefore, 
a  more  accurate  figure  of  the  mentally  defective  population  of  the  County,  this  group  of  cases  is 
now  included,  and  it  partly  accounts  for  the  increased  figure  of  5.20  per  thousand  of  the  population 
as  compared  with  4.73  per  thousand  for  the  previous  year.  There  are  140  such  children  known 
to  these  Committees,  and  five  of  these  are  in  Residential  Special  Schools. 

No  special  provision  is  made  for  the  “  educable  ”  feeble-minded  children  within  the  County 
area,  but  the  Swindon  Education  Committee  has  continued  to  maintain  a  Special  Dav  School  at 
which  17  children  are  now  in  attendance. 

^During  the  past  year  21  children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  16  years,  who  were  found  to 

be  “  ineducable  "  in  a  Special  School  or  Class,  were  notified  by  the  various  education  authorities 
m  the  area. 


Supervision. 

Patients  under  supervision  form  the  largest  group  among  those  cases  which  have  been  ascer¬ 
tained.  The  Committee  is  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Wilts  Voluntary  Association  for 
Mental  Welfare  for  the  carrying  out  of  this  branch  of  care,  and  it  is  only  through  the  reports  furnished 
by  the  Voluntary  Visitors  that  the  Committee’s  officials  can  maintain  any  sort  of  touch  with  the 
majority  of  these  cases. 

. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  826  cases  under  supervision  in  this  way.  Of  this  number 
there  are  416  “  Statutory  ”  cases,  all  of  whom  have  at  some  time  been  reported  to  the  Local  Authority 
to  be  mentally  defective  persons  of  one  grade  or  another.  There  are  also  91  “  Education  ”  cases. 
This  group  consists  of  “  educable  ”  feeble-minded  children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  16  years, 
and  they  are  supervised  by  the  Voluntary  Association  on  behalf  of  the  General  Education  Committee. 
Lastly  there  are  some  319  voluntary  cases  under  supervision.  This  group  consists  mainly  of  children 
who  were  formerly  supervised  on  behalf  of  the  Education  Committee  until  reaching  the  age  of  16 
years,  when  that  Committee's  responsibility  ceased. 

There  still  remains  a  small  group  of  27  low-grade  defectives  living  in  their  homes  who  are  in 
receipt  of  medical  relief  and  concerning  whom  quarterly  reports  are  received  from  the  District 
Medical  Officers  under  the  Mental  Treatment  Rules,  1930.  In  addition  there  are  55  cases  main¬ 
tained  as  ordinary  patients  in  the  various  Public  Assistance  Institutions,  but  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  they  would  be  unlikely  to  respond  to  training  in  a  Mental  Deficiency  Institution  and  that  they 
are  settled  in  their  present  surroundings,  no  action  has  so  far  been  taken  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts. 


Guardianship. 

The  number  of  defectives  under  guardianship  orders  still  rises  slowly,  and  new  cases  continue 
to  be  notified  from  various  sources,  particularly  by  the  County  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

It  is  still  undesirable  as  a  rule  to  take  responsibility  for  those  who,  although  in  themselves  are 
of  the  stable  type  and  suitable  for  this  method  of  care,  yet  possess  no  suitable  relative  to  undertake 
the  responsibilities  of  guardian.  A  departure  has  been  made  this  year  from  the  usual  practice  in 
appointing  a  guardian,  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Control,  who  does  not  live  in  the  same 
house  as  the  defective,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  it  is  possible  to  extend  this  principle. 

With  the  opening  of  beds  for  children  at  the  Pewsey  Colony  some  fall  in  the  number  under 
guardianship  orders  this  coming  year  might  be  expected. 

Cases  under  guardianship  are  provided  with  a  weekly  allowance  and  such  medical  and  dental 
treatment  as  is  required,  but  on  the  whole  they  cost  less  to  the  Committee  than  cases  in  institutions, 
and  if  suitably  chosen  the  time  and  trouble  of  supervision  is  small  compared  to  the  problems  of 
administrating  an  Institution. 

On  the  1st  Janaury,  1938,  93  cases  were  under  Guardianship  Orders.  Nine  new  cases  were 
so  dealt  with  during  the  year,  while  one  case  was  transferred  from  institution  to  guardianship,  and 
on  the  1st  January,  1939,  a  total  of  26  males  and  73  females  had  been  so  dealt  with.  Two  cases 
were  transferred  to  an  institution  during  the  year,  and  two  died. 


Institutional  Accommodation. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  central  kitchen,  staff  restaurant,  and  male  staff  sitting  rooms 
at  the  Pewsey  Colony  were  completed  and  put  into  use.  The  arrangement  for  male  and  female  staff 
to  use  the  same  dining  room  has  worked  well,  and  the  Institution  generally  has  benefited  by  the 
increased  scope  of  the  new  kitchen  and  the  staff  concerned  are  to  be  congratulated  at  picking  up  the 
work  and  making  full  use  of  the  more  complicated  equipment  provided.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
villas  for  boys  and  girls  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  were  completed,  the  former  being  occupied 
just  before,  and  the  latter  just  after  Christmas. 

The  second  portion  of  the  approved  extension  scheme  is  now  well  in  hand.  The  female  nurses' 
home  of  thirty  beds,  the  villa  for  sixty  adult  females,  and  the  pavilion  for  forty  low-grade  cot  and 
chair  cases,  together  with  the  three  cottages  for  married  members  of  the  staff,  will  all  be  completed 
towards  the  end  of  the  summer. 
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On  the  closure  of  the  Wilton  Certified  Institution  during  the  coming  year  consideration  should 
be  given  to  the  future  care  of  those  patients  who,  in  addition  to  being  certified  as  mentally  defective 
are  also  epileptic.  Reference  is  made  to  this  question  as  the  County  Public  Assistance  Committee 
is  arranging  for  the  reservation  of  one  of  the  County  Institutions  for  the  sole  purpose  of  accom¬ 
modating  female  epileptic  patients,  and  since  this  class  of  patient  will  be  specially  provided  for 

decertification  from  their  Orders  of  Detention  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  would  probably  be 
ox  advantage. 

Dr.  Tnomas,  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Institutions,  reports  as  follows  : — 

Pewsey  Colony  Certified  Institution. 

The  year  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  the  development  of  the  Colony.  In  every  branch  of  the 
work  changes  are  constantly  occurring,  dependent  upon  altering  conditions  and  expansion,  presenting 
problems  of  re-adjustment  or  new  organisation  as  they  arise. 


Although  we  have  met  difficulties  appearing  formidable  in  close  perspective,  evidence  of  solid 
pi  ogress  in  various  directions  can  be  seen  in  retrospect  during  the  year. 

The  Board  of  Control  s  certificate  in  respect  of  the  Colony  has  recently  been  varied  to  correspond 
with  the  increase  in  accommodation  provided,  and  now  authorises  the  reception  of  the  following 
groups  of  cases  : — 

(i)  Not  more  than  six  shall  be  cot  and  chair  cases. 

(ii)  Not  more  than  six  shall  be  active  low-grade  children  under  the  age  of  16  years  to 
be  warded  with  the  cot  and  chair  cases. 

(iii)  Nol  more  than  60  shall  be  medium  or  active  low  grade  males  over  the  age  of  16  years. 

(iv)  Not  more  than  60  shall  be  high  or  medium  grade  males  over  the  age  of  16  years. 

(v)  Not  more  than  69  shall  be  high  or  medium  grade  females  over  the  age  of  16  years. 

(vi)  Not  more  than  50  shall  be  imbecile  children  females  under  the  age  of  16  years. 

(vii)  Not  more  than  50  shall  be  imbecile  children  males  under  the  age  of  16. 

On  the  1st  January,  1939,  121  male  and  98  female  patients  were  in  residence,  the  variation  in 
the  certificate  being  due  to  the  opening  of  the  two  new  villas,  each  accommodating  50  patients 
one  for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls  under  the  age  of  16  years. 

Health  of  Patients. 

A  good  standard  of  health  has  been  maintained  at  the  Colony  throughout  the  year.  We  com¬ 
menced  the  present  year  having  just  recovered  from  a  severe  epidemic  of  dysentery  of  the  Sonne 
type,  in  the  male  block,  having  had  28  cases  infected  within  a  few  days.  Owing  to  the  high  infec¬ 
tiousness  of  the  disease,  it  was  feared  that  further  sporadic  cases  might  appear.  Fortunately,  during 

the  year,  no  further  cases  occurred,  so  that  we  may  safely  assume  that  we  are  now  free  from  this 
infection. 

The  treatment  of  epileptics  has  continued,  and  now  only  three  patients  show  a  frequent  incidence 
of  fits,  even  these  having  been  reduced  by  over  50  per  cent. 

Patients  suffering  from  various  stages  of  syphilis  are  now  treated  at  a  weekly  clinic  at  the  Colony. 
Cases  from  the  other  institutions  at  Purton  and  Wilton  were  investigated  and  transferred  to  Pewsey 
to  facihtate  treatment.  y 

The  objects  or  this  treatment  are  two-fold.  Firstly,  the  danger  of  infection  to  others  is  elimin¬ 
ated,  and  secondly,  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  arrested  in  the  individual.  In  the  majority  of 
our  cases  the  disease  is  congenital  in  origin.  Considerable  damage  has  already  been  done  to  the 
nervous  tissue  which  cannot  be  repaired,  but  further  damage  with  progressive  deterioration  of  the 
patient's  mental  and  physical  state  can  be  prevented  by  suitable  treatment. 
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Among  the  patients  generally,  there  have  been  a  few  minor  epidemics  of  influenza,  and  a  few 
cases  of  serious  disease.  Two  deaths,  one  from  disseminated  sclerosis  and  one  from  diabetic  coma 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Pur  ton  Certified  Institution. 

The  Board  of  Control’s  certificate  in  respect  of  this  institution  authorises  the  reception  of  the 
following  groups  of  cases  : — 

(i)  18  low-grade  children  ; 

(ii)  30  adult  low-grade  women. 

The  nursing  staff  consists  of  Matron,  Charge  Nurse  and  six  Nurses,  and  a  non-resident  Cook. 

A  gardener-handyman,  helped  by  two  lads  on  licence  from  Pewsey,  looks  after  the  garden. 

A  good  deal  of  alteration  in  the  buildings  has  been  effected  this  year.  Old  and  derelict  sections 
which  had  long  been  disused  have  been  removed,  giving  the  buildings  a  more  open  aspect  generally. 
The  dining-room  has  been  much  improved  by  the  provision  of  small  tables  seating  four  persons, 
giving  a  more  homely  and  less  institutional  atmosphere. 


Wilton  Certified  Institution. 

The  Board  of  Control’s  certificate  authorises  the  reception  of  65  adult  mentally  defective  women 
at  this  Institution.  In  addition,  18  patients  who  are  subject  to  epilepsy,  but  not  certified,  are  also 
accommodated  at  this  institution. 

The  nursing  staff  consists  of  Matron,  Charge  Nurse,  and  nine  Nurses,  with  outside  staff  of  boiler- 
handyman  and  gardener. 

The  building  is  old-fashioned  and  almost  derelict,  being  only  used  until  the  new  buildings  in 
Pewsey  are  ready  to  take  the  patients  resident  there.  Repairs  are  reduced  to  a  minimum  on  this 
account. 

The  temporary  nature  of  the  building,  however,  has  not  prevented  useful  work  being  done. 
Occupational  therapy  has  made  good  progress,  so  much  so  that  an  exhibition  and  sale  of  patients’ 
work  in  December  was  quite  successful ;  the  articles  being  chiefly  cane-Work,  basket-work,  embroidery, 
needlework,  knitting  and  rug-making. 


Devizes  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

Throughout  the  year  the  certificate  for  this  Institution  authorised  the  reception  of  16  females 
over  the  age  of  16  years  who  are  of  low-grade,  and  of  32  boys  under  the  age  of  16  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  group  of  32  boys  was  transferred  to  the  Pewsey  Colony.  Previous 
to  transfer  application  was  made  to  the  Board  of  Control  for  a  variation  of  licence  to  the  reception 
of  21  adult  male  defectives  in  the  accommodation  now  vacated  by  the  boys.  The  small  amount  of 
reconstruction  required  was  begun  in  1939.  It  is  not  clear  if  it  will  be  possible  to  retain  the  group 
of  six  male  defectives,  licensed  from  the  Pewsey  Colony,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  incorporate  them 
in  the  group  of  21.  On  the  opening  of  this  accommodation  cases  will  be  transferred  from  the  Pewsey 
Colony  to  relieve  pressure  on  the  male  beds,  and  those  cases  at  present  licensed  to  the  Amesbury 
and  Semington  Public  Assistance  Institutions  will  also  be  transferred. 

The  arrangement  for  the  licensing  of  six  adult  male  workers  to  this  Institution  continues  to 
be  a  success,  as  is  also  the  case  with  regard  to  the  two  adult  female  workers  also  licensed  to  this 
Institution.  The  men  work  in  the  garden  and  assist  generally  in  outside  work,  while  the  female 
patients  are  employed  doing  domestic  work.  These  patients  receive  pocket  money  rising  from  1/- 
to  3/6d.  a  week  each. 
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Semington  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

Accommodation  is  provided  at  this  Institution  for  58  feeble-minded  and  imbecile  defectives— 22 
being  adult  males  and  36  adult  females.  In  addition  four  male  defectives  are  temporarily  licensed 
to  this  Institution  Irom  the  Pewsey  Colony  pending  their  transfer  to  the  accommodation  which  is 
now  being  provided  for  this  particular  class  of  case  at  the  Devizes  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

Ilie  majority  of  the  patients  aie  eldeily  and  of  the  sedentary  type.  The  female  employable 

patients  are  engaged  in  house,  kitchen  and  laundry  work,  while  certain  of  the  men  are  employed  in 
the  garden. 


The  following  table  shows  how  the  cases  in  Institutions  under 
1939,  were  distributed  : — 

(a)  In  County  Institutions  : 

Pewsey  Colony  : 

(a)  Over  16  . 

(b)  Under  16 

Purton  Certified  Institution  : 

(a)  Over  16  . 

(b)  Under  16  . 

Wilton  Certified  Institution  ... 

Devizes  Public  Assistance  Institution 

(a)  Over  16  . 

(b)  Under  16  . 

Semington  Public  Assistance  Institution 


(b) 


(c) 


In  Non-County  Institutions  : 

Home  of  the  Holy  Innocents,  Exeter 

*Rampton  State  Institution  . 

Rock  Hall  House,  Bath 
Totterdown  Hall,  Weston-super-Mare 


Pewsey  Colony . 

Purton  Certified  Institution . .  . 

Total  of  Sections  (a),  (b)  and  (c)  . 

*  These  cases  are  maintained  by  the  State. 


Order 

on  the 

1st  Jam 

Male. 

Female. 

T  otal. 

116 

76 

192 

5 

21 

26 

- - 

32 

32 

9 

7 

16 

- — 

61 

61 

7 

16 

23 

23 

- — - 

23 

22 

36 

58 

3 

3 

7 

6 

13 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

lion  or 

Guardianship  : 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

452. 


Dentae  Treatment. 


The  following  table 
year  : — 

gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  County  Dental  Staff  during 

Certified  Institutions 

and  Public  Pewsey  Guardianship 

Assistance  Institutions.  Colony.  and  on  Licence 

Patients  treated 

.  144 

164 

21 

Attendances 

.  237 

255 

41 

Extractions 

.  364 

230 

27 

Fillings 

.  8 

49 

8 

Other  operations  . . 

.  19 

57 

17 

Dentures  provided 

.  12 

22 

4 

Dentures  repaired  .. 

.  10 

3 

_ _ 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthesia  ...  10 

42 

_  . 

Half-days  devoted  to  inspection  and  treatment  27 

28 

5 
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Wilts  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare. 

The  Wilts  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  continues  to  assist  in  the  work  of  ascertain¬ 
ing  and  supervising  defectives.  The  Committee  makes  an  annual  grant  of  £40  for  this  work.  A 
grant  amounting  to  £660  has  also  been  made  to  that  Association  towards  the  expenses  of  maintaining 
juvenile  occupation  centres. 

Juvenile  Occupation  Centres. 

The  Association  continues  to  be  responsible  for  the  management  of  the  three  occupation  centres 
for  the  lower-grade  children,  the  centres  being  situated  at  Salisbury,  Swindon  and  Trowbridge 
respectively.  They  continue  to  do  good  work.  The  attendance  at  these  centres  throughout  the 
year  has  been  good,  particularly  when  it  is  considered  that  some  children  are  also  physically  defective 
and  the  distance  from  which  they  travel. 

Part-Time  Home  Training  Scheme. 

Under  the  part-time  scheme  for  home  training  nine  cases  are  regularly  visited  by  the  home 
trainer,  who  is  also  the  supervisor  of  the  Trowbridge  Occupation  Centre.  Through  this  scheme 
parents  are  instructed  as  to  the  best  methods  of  training  and  handling  children  in  their  own  homes. 
The  Supervisor  reports  steady  progress  in  all  cases. 


MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  NURSING  SERVICES. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Focal  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Acts  for  the  whole 
of  the  County  except  the  Borough  of  Swindon. 

The  Mid  wives  Act,  1936. 

The  County  Council’ s  scheme  under  Section  I,  which  came  into  force  on  the  30th  July,  1937, 
and  provides  for  the  maintenance  of  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service  in  the  whole  of  the  rural 
area,  and  all  but  the  larger  towns,  through  the  County  Nursing  Association  and  its  affdiated  District 
Nursing  Associations,  remained  unaltered  during  1938  apart  from  minor  adjustments  in  the  areas 
of  certain  local  Nursing  Associations.  The  arrangements  made  for  the  larger  towns,  as  follows, 
also  remained  unchanged.  Salisbury  City  is  served  by  two  midwives  provided  by  the  Salisbury  - 
General  Infirmary,  under  agreement  with  the  County  Council,  together  with  a  County  Council  mid¬ 
wife.  Trowbridge  and  Devizes  are  served  by  County  Council  midwives,  and  Caine  is  served  by 
the  Caine  Town  Nursing  Association  under  direct  agreement  with  the  County  Council,  as  it  is  not 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

The  County  Council  also  employs  two  whole-time  emergency  midwives,  and  additional  temporary 
midwives  as  may  be  necessary,  for  service  in  the  areas  of  the  District  Nursing  Associations  during 
the  illness  or  absence  of  their  midwives,  in  the  event  of  it  being  impracticable  for  neighbouring 
Nursing  Associations’  .midwives  to  assist.  Wherever  possible,  however,  the  latter  practice  is  encour¬ 
aged  as  the  County  Emergency  Staff  would  naturally  be  unable  to  cope  with  all  demands  if  the 
Nursing  Associations  did  not  co-operate  by  assisting  each  other.  The  introduction  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  during  the  current  year  of  compulsory  post-certificate  courses  for  practising  mid¬ 
wives,  the  arrangements  for  which  are  engaging  my  attention  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report, 
will  necessitate  the  appointment  of  two  additional  whole-time  relief  midwives  as  was  anticipated 
when  the  County  scheme  was  formulated. 

The  service  under  the  Act  has  continued  to  work  smoothly  and  appears  fully  adequate  for  the 
needs  of  the  area.  It  is  mainly  owing  to  the  close  co-operation  of  the  County  Nursing  Association 
and  its  affiliated  District  Nursing  Associations  that  the  new  service  has  been  established  on  an 
efficient  basis  with  the  good-will  of  all  concerned.  The  County  is  fortunate  inasmuch  as  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  is  also  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  County  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  Dr.  Agnes  Semple,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  is  also  the  Executive  Officer  of  the  County  Nursing  Association. 
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.3ai.rat.tf 2  i&srzrsz  - 

providedTNfc  T  SeC!Wn  6  to  County  Area.— As  a  result  of  the  adequate  midwifery  service 

Order6  wMartr>'  ^  ^  £“•  Sw 

,,m  fl  accordingly  made  by  the  Minister  m  December  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  March 

SToXS?  * 

County  area  are  in  many  cases  elderly  and  that  the  prospect  of  their  replacement  on  retirement 

mid'rives°and There  We  arf  fi,nd/ng  jt  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  satisfactory  young 

the  increte"  IP,  se«nS  n0  prospect  of  the  supply  becoming  more  adequate  as  time  goes  on  sfficf 
-  crease  m  the  length  of  training  and  the  general  tendency  of  girls  to  avoid  the  nursing  nrofession 
are  not  being  counter-balanced  by  any  favourable  factors  as  fa?  as  recrutaieffi  “L?ned 

Ihe  shortage  of  efficient  staff  has  been  emphasised  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  bv  the 
a  Ure  sectlre  any  sultabIe  candidates  for  two  posts  of  Emergency  Midwives  on  the  CouTty  staff. 

dered  P  ¥.idwive/ for  Compensation. -During  the  year  three  midwives  surren- 

of  tt  Act  rSfSS  "4  »  accordance  witt  the  provision 


General  Administration. 

Council’s  TreadrelZdmr  gT  ^  intention  to  Poetise  midwifery  during  1938  in  the 

Council  s  area,  borne  of  these  however,  also  practised  in  an  adjoining  County  or  in  the  Swindon 

Borough  and  were  consequently  under  obligation  to  notify  more  than  one  Authority  All  the 

midwives  permanently  resident  in  the  County  area  hold  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  or  that  of  an  equivalent  qualifying  body.  miawives 

,  •  Th?on?imbe,r  °f  Private  midwives  Practices  of  any  considerable  size  is  now  very  small  and 

during  1938  only  eight  private  midwives  attended  more  than  ten  cases  each,  and  the'maTorffiy  of 

c.s^  v.ere  wor.ung  in  Maternity  Homes.  A  number  of  other  midwives  in  private  practice  took  a 

few  cases  each,  but  the  total  number  of  cases  attended  by  private  midwives  has  agaffi  considerably 
diminished  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below.  aniy 

,  ■  Th?  T?ng  tabk  haS, been  comPiled  from  the  returns  obtained  from  midwives  of  their  cases 

during  1938,  the  corresponding  figures  for  1937  being  given  in  brackets 


County  Council  Midwives . 

Trained  Midwives  of  Nursing  Associations 
Trained  Midwives  in  Private  Practice 
Trained  Mid  wives  attached  to  the  Corsham 
Maternity  Home  and  District 
Trained  Midwives  attached  to  the  Malmes¬ 
bury  Maternity  Home  ... 

Trained  Midwives  attached  to  the  Salisbury 
General  Infirmary  and  District 
Trained  Midwives  attached  to  the  Trow¬ 
bridge  and  District  Hospital . 

Trained  Midwives  at  Other  Institutions 
(Savernake  Hospital,  Prideaux  Hospital, 
Westbury,  and  Tower  House,  Salisbury) 

Totals  ... 


Confinements  attended  in  Wiltshire  (excluding  Swindon) . 

As  Maternity 

As  Midwife.  Nurse.  Total. 


266 

1382 

136 

(86) 

(1278) 

(250) 

60 

430 

229 

(21) 

(406) 

(265) 

326 

1812 

365 

(107) 

(1684) 

(515) 

167 

(143) 

54 

(99) 

221 

(242) 

12 

(49) 

40 

(46) 

52 

(95) 

462 

(458) 

12 

(47) 

474 

(505) 

121 

(123) 

100 

(55) 

221 

(178) 

— 

(23) 

74 

(32) 

74 

(55) 

2546 

(2419) 

999 

(971) 

3545 

(3390) 

Under  the  Central  Midwives  Board  Rules  the  following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 
during  1938,  the  figures  for  1937  being  given  in  brackets 

Sending  for  Medical  Aid 
Laying  out  the  Dead  ... 

Contact  with  Infection 
Stillbirth 

Deaths  of  :  (1)  Mothers 
(2)  Children 
Artificial  Feeding 


Totals 


1269 

(1139) 

15 

(18) 

44 

(70) 

62 

(50) 

7 

(4) 

35 

(38) 

30 

(35) 

1462 

(1354) 

Dr.  Agnes  Semple,  as  Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  Executive  Officer  of  the  Wilts  County  Nursing 
Association,  visits  all  midwives  newly  practising  in  the  County  area  and  also  makes  periodical  visits 
to  all  practising  midwives.  In  addition,  she  makes  visits,  from  time  to  time,  to  Honorary  Secretaries 
of  local  Nursing  Associations  to  give  advice  and  help  when  local  difficulties  arise. 


The  Assistant  Supervisors  pay  regular  visits  to  the  midwives  in  their  respective  areas,  and, 
during  1938,  395  such  visits  were  made.  Although,  naturally,  many  minor  points  arose,  no  instances 
of  real  negligence  or  other  serious  lapses  occurred  during  last  year. 


Every  encouragement  has  been  given  to  midwives  to  use  masks  in  the  course  of  their  work, 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Final  Report  of  the  Maternal  Mortality  Committee, 
and  now  practically  all  midwives  resident  in  the  County  area  employ  them.  Careful  instructions 
in  the  precautions  necessary  in  their  use  are  given  by  the  Supervisors  of  Midwives.  The  type  of 
mask  generally  employed  is  one  suggested  by  a  leading  obstetrical  authority  and  is  very  simply 
made. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  for  1938  in  regard  to  the  working  of  Section  14  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1918,  under  which  doctors  are  entitled  to  claim  from  the  County  Council  fees  for  services  per¬ 
formed  in  cases  to  which  they  have  been  called  by  midwives,  these  fees  being  recoverable  from  the 
patients  according  to  their  means.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1937  are  given  in  brackets  : — 


Number  of  cases  in  which  midwives  sent  for  medical  aid 

Number  of  cases  in  which  doctors  claimed  fees  from  the  County  Council 

Percentage  of  such  cases  in  which  doctors  claimed  fees  from  the  County  Council 

Amount  of  doctors’  fees  paid  by  the  Comdy  Council 

Amount  recovered  from  the  patients 

Balance  not  recovered 


1269 

(1139) 

786 

(702)  i 

61.94 

(61.63)  ( 

£1,366 

(£1.230)  ( 

£390 

(£365)  ( 

£976 

(£865)  ( 

(The  financial  details  given  above  refer  to  the  respective  financial  years,  and  not  to  the  calendar  i 
years  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  statistics.) 

The  above  figures  show  that  28.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  sum  paid  to  doctors  was  refunded,  com-  . 
pared  with  29.7  per  cent  in  1937. 

I 

The  deletion  of  Rule  E.13  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  followed  by  Circular  1705  of  the  i, 
Ministry  of  Health  suggesting  the  formation  of  a  panel  of  practitioners  to  answer  calls  for  medical  : 
assistance  by  midwives,  together  with  a  special  Advisory  Committee,  for  each  Local  Supervising 
Authority’s  area,  was  the  subject  of  much  careful  consideration  by  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  the  Medical  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Wilts  Branch  of  the  British  Medical  Association.  The 
matter  was  still  under  discussion  at  the  close  of  1938,  but  during  the  current  year  further  considera¬ 
tion  has  been  given  to  it.  In  view  cf  the  difficulty  of  forming  a  satisfactory  list,  since,  according 
to  the  Ministry’s  Circular,  any  practitioner  can  on  request  have  his  or  her  name  placed  on  the  list, 
and  a  number  of  doctors  who  had  had  little  experience  of  midwifery  of  recent  years  had  made  such 
a  request,  the  Public  Health  Committee  finally  reached  the  following  decisions  : — 


(1)  That  no  list  of  doctors  be  drawn  up  at  present  and  no  formal  action  under  the  Circular 
be  taken  for  a  period  of  two  years  in  order  to  admit  of  further  experience. 


•irW  '  ihat  the  C°UntT  ¥ed'caI  Cdfficer  report  for  the  Medical  Advisory  Committee's  con¬ 
sideration  every  maternal  death  and  every  incident  connected  with  the  County  Maternity 

service  m  which  the  Committee  might  be  able  to  take  helpful  action  or  to  offer  useful  advice. 

_  (3)  iLfi  nlidwh;es  u”;der  the  direct  or  indirect  control  of  the  County  Council  be  instructed 

to  consult  the  patient  or  her  relatives  in  the  selection  of  a  doctor. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN. 

mnEheT°r n  C°TC?  hfr  not  Provided  any  homes  for  mothers  and  babies  apart  from' the  accom¬ 
modation  which  exists  for  them  m  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions.  There  is,  however  provision 

tained “Uth  Pr ^  T  lr VantS  a‘  the  voluntary  refuges  at  Devizes  and  Salisbury  main- 
tamed  by  the  Salisbury  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  and  Spiritual  Welfare. 

i,nd.>Ev,lnStl^tl0n^  Pr.0vis*0.u  which  has  been  made  for  maternity  cases  is  described  on  pages  29—31 
unaer  the  sections  dealing  with  maternity  services  generally  and  puerperal  infection.  The  general 

valescxmtTehmt  t-  6  md'atlent  treatment  of  infants  suffering  from  various  defects,  and  for  con- 
valescent  treatment,  are  described  under  the  appropriate  headings  on  pages  37 _ 11. 


MATE  RNAL  MORTALITY . 

*relVe  maternal  d<;atbs  belon§mg  to  the  County  Council's  area  for  maternity  and  child 
rate  purposes  occurred  during  the  year.  Since  the  total  number  of  registered  births  in  the 
County  area  was  3,3o9,  these  12  deaths  represent,  as  already  stated  on  page  12,  a  mortality  rate 
ot  3  o7’  wbich  compares  with  2.45  in  1937  and  also  with  the  national  rate  for  1938  of  2.97. 

As  remarked  m  my  Annual  Report  for  1937,  owing  to  the  small  numbers  involved  in  a  County 
area  where  there  are  annually  only  some  3,000  births,  the  fluctuations  in  the  figures  from  year  to 
year  give  an  inaccurate  picture  of  maternal  mortality,  and  a  better  comparison  may  be  obtained 

™ frage r?S  °\er  *  Penod-  During  the  last  eight  years,  the  approximate  average 

maternal  mortality  late  m  the  County  maternity  and  child  welfare  area  was  3.02,  as  against  the 
approximate  average  national  rate  during  that  period  of  3.80. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  although  as  stated  above,  12  maternal  deaths  belonging  to  the  County 
Council  s  area  occurred  during  last  year,  only  two  have  occurred  this  year  during  the  four  months 
vdnch  have  elapsed  up  to  the  time  of  writing. 


GENERAL  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 
Ante-Patae,  Maternity,  and  Post-Natae  Services. 


Consultant  Ante-Natal  Clinics —The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  consultant  ante-natal 
clinics  established  at  Swindon,  Trowbridge  and  Salisbury,  and  their  work  in  1938  : _ 


Area. 

Clinic. 

Sessions. 

Obstetrician  Attending. 

Clinics 

held. 

Number  of 
Attendances 
of 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Northern 

Maternity  Home, 
Kingshill,  Swindon 

Every  Wednesday  at 
2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Bennett, 

Park  House,  Swindon. 

24  (24) 

64 

(60) 

Western 

County  Council  Clinic, 
The  Halve, 
Trowbridge. 

First  Wednesday  in 
each  month  at  2.30 
p.m. 

Dr.  D.  A.  Mitchell, 

11,  The  Circus,  Bath. 

12  (12) 

52 

(60) 

Southern 

Salisbury  General 
Infirmary. 

Tuesday  of  each  week 
at  11  a.m.  (Also  on 
Thursdays  for  cases 
booked  for  Maternity 
Ward). 

Dr.  J.  J.  Armitage, 

26,  Endless  Street, 
Salisbury. 

104  (104) 

711 

(732) 

(lhe  figures  given  in  brackets  are  those  for  1937.) 
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Treatment  is  not  provided  at  these  clinics  except  with  the  knowledge  and  at  the  wish  of  the 
practitioner  sending  the  case. 

With  regard  to  the  large  attendance  at  the  Salisbury  Clinic,  held  bi-weekly,  many  normal  cases 
are  included  in  the  number  as  all  patients  admitted  to  the  Infirmary  are  first  examined  by  the 
obstetrician  as  a  routine  procedure,  and  the  actual  number  of  purely  consultant  cases  cannot  be 
separated  therefrom. 

The  Swindon  Clinic,  which  is  maintained  jointly  with  the  Borough  Council,  is  also  attended 
by  Borough  cases,  but  these  of  course  are  excluded  from  the  above  figures.  There  are  also  excluded 
from  the  Swindon  figures  188  attendances  at  clinics  held  in  connection  with  the  Swindon  Maternity 
Home,  which  wrere  made  by  cases  booked  for  the  Home  and  under  its  supervision  prior  to  admission. 

Medical  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Examinations  by  General  Practitioners. — The  experimental 
scheme  in  connection  with  the  Corsham  Maternity  Home  for  medical  ante-natal  examinations  by 
the  patient’s  own  doctor,  which  was  described  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  has  continued  in  operation, 
and  during  1S38,  145  examinations  were  made.  The  first  examination  in  each  case  is  made  as  far 
as  possible  at  about  the  16th  week  and  the  second  between  the  34th  and  36th  weeks. 

The  successful  working  of  this  scheme  led  to  its  extension  in  August,  1938,  to  include  a  post¬ 
natal  examination  about  6 — 8  weeks  after  confinement,  thus  giving  care  by  the  patient's  doctor 
both  before  and  after  confinement.  The  form  of  report  of  post-natal  examination  was  the  subject 
of  much  careful  consideration  by  the  Medical  Advisory  Committee  with  the  help  of  the  County 
consultant  obstetricians,  the  aim  being  to  ensure  a  record  which,  without  being  so  detailed  as  to 
cause  much  clerical  work  to  the  general  practitioner,  would  be  a  complete  record  of  the  important 
points  of  post-natal  examination.  In  practice  the  resulting  form  has  proved  very  satisfactory, 
usually  being  painstakingly  completed. 

Fees  for  post-natal  examination  are  the  same  as  those  for  ante-natal  examination,  5s.  per 
examination  in  uninsured  cases,  with  2s.  6d.  per  report  whether  insured  or  uninsured.  Payment 
is  automatically  made  without  the  necessity  for  an  account  from  the  doctor. 

Some  reluctance  on  the  part  of  patients  to  avail  themselves  of  this  new  service  was  anticipated, 
but  fortunately  the  number  of  refusals  has  been  very  small.  Bach  case  is  carefully  followed  up 
by  the  Health  Visitor,  who  reminds  the  patient  about  a  week  before  the  examination  is  due  of  its 
advisability,  at  the  same  time  persuading  her  to  visit  the  doctor  for  the  purpose. 

Already  some  44  post-natal  examinations  have  been  made,  and  in  several  cases  action,  such 
as  treatment  for  retroversion  of  uterus,  has  been  recommended.  In  all  cases  of  this  description 
every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  the  patient  receives  treatment,  although,  of  course,  the  cost  of 
such  gynecological  work  cannot  at  present  be  brought  within  the  County  maternity  and  child  welfare 
scheme. 

It  is  hoped  gradually  to  extend  the  combined  scheme  of  medical  ante-natal  and  post-natal 
examinations  elsewhere  in  the  County,  and  this  matter  is  under  consideration  at  the  time  of  writing. 

Consultants  in  Complicated  Maternity  Cases. — No  change  has  been  made  in  the  arrangements 
whereby  the  obstetricians  who  attend  the  consultant  ante-natal  clinics  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
pages  are  also  available  for  consultation  in  complicated  maternity  cases  in  patients’  homes  or  at 
hospitals  in  their  respective  areas.  In  30  such  cases  consultations  were  arranged  during  the  year. 
This  number  may  appear  comparatively  small,  but  complicated  cases,  if  foreseen  in  time,  are  removed 
to  Maternity  Wards  and  the  small  number  of  consultations  held  elsewhere  does  not  indicate  a  defect 
in  the  County  Scheme. 

The  consultants  for  the  western  and  southern  areas  are  also  available  for  cases  of  puerperal 
infection,  to  which  reference  will  be  found  on  page  31. 
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The  Council  meets  the  cost  of  operations  found  necessary  after  consultation.  Patients  are 
consXrtionsayS  t0  “  they  Can  afford  of  the  fees  Paid  for  both  operations  and 


n,  -f  ”Jh' C?n (  hme.—T he  arrangements  instituted  in  1936  with  the  Married  Women's  Advisory 
c,  Salisbury  for  the  attendance  of  approved  cases  from  the  County  area  at  the  Clinic  continued 
m  operation,  and  some  41  attendances  were  made.  These  arrangements  are  strictly  limited  in 

aCC°r  ance  u  1  the  policy  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  to  necessitous  married  women  in  whose  cases 
piegnancy  would  be  detrimental  to  health. 

the  Council SSary>  ^  traveUmg  exPenses  of  County  patients  attending  this  Clinic  are  repaid  by 


Hospital  Beds.— There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  hospital 

hds,f°r  matermty  cases  permanently  residing  in  the  County  area,  and  whose  admission  is  necessi- 
tatecl  ror  one  or  more  of  the  following  reasons  : — 

(1)  Anticipated  complications  of  labour,  or  ante-partum  conditions  needing  institutioual 
care ;  ° 


(2)  Home  surroundings  unsuitable  for  confinement ;  or 

(3)  W  ant  of  proper  medical  or  nursing  attention  owing  to  inaccessibility  of  home. 


•  f0U^Wing  tablTeTshows  the  accommodation  available  for  County  Council  and  other  patients 

m  the  five  Matermty  Homes  with  which  the  Council  has  arrangements,  and  also  the  number  of 

County  and  other  cases  admitted  during  1938.  The  figures  for  1937  are  given  in  brackets  for 
purposes  of  comparison  : — 


9 

9 

9 

X 

* 

Total 

No. 

of 

Beds. 

Accommodation 
available  for 
County  Council 
cases. 

No.  of  County 
Council  cases 
admitted 
during  1938. 

No.  of  other 
cases 
admitted 
during  1938. 

Total 

Admissions. 

Corsham  Maternity  Home  ... 

11 

As  required 

166 

(179) 

44 

(34) 

210 

(213) 

Malmesbury  Maternity  Home 

5 

do. 

14 

(21) 

38 

(28) 

52 

(49) 

Salisbury  General  Infirmary, 
Maternity  Ward 

19 

do. 

81 

(96) 

314 

(304) 

395 

(400) 

Swindon  Maternity  Home  ... 

22 

5  beds 

83 

(99) 

376 

(367) 

459 

(466) 

Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital, 
Maternity  Ward 

13 

As  required 

30 

(60) 

191 

(118) 

221 

(178) 

Totals 

70 

374 

(455) 

963 

(851) 

1337 

(1306) 

Of  the  total  of  374  County  cases,  197  were  admitted  for  medical  reasons,  and  177  owin^  to  home 
surroundings  being  unsuitable  for  confinement. 


lhe  314  cases,  other  than  Wilts  County  Council  cases,  admitted  to  the  Matermty  Ward  at  the 

Salisbury  General  Infirmary  during  the  year  included  patients  from  Dorset,  Hants  and  the  Citv 
of  Salisbury.  y 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  financial  responsibility  was  also  accepted,  after  individual  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  County  Public  Health  Committee,  for  the  maintenance  of  16  cases  which  were 
admitted  during  the  year  on  special  medical  grounds  to  the  Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath  to  which 
the  consultant  obstetrician  for  the  western  area  of  the  County  is  attached. 
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Almost  a  third  of  the  cost  of  the  provision  of  maternity  beds  is  recovered  from  patients,  who 
are  expected  to  contribute  in  accordance  with  their  means,  and  hospital  leagues  on  behalf  of  their 
members. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  in  the  table  that,  although  in  the  case  of  each  maternity  home  shown 
the  number  of  admissions  of  private  cases  has  increased,  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  figures, 
the  number  of  County  cases  has  in  each  instance  decreased  to  some  extent.  Every  case  which 
applies  for  a  County  bed  with  proper  grounds  for  admission  under  either  of  the  three  categories 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  is  accepted,  but  a  careful  watch  is  kept  to  prevent  the  admission  to 
County  beds  of  cases  who  merely  desire  admission  on  grounds  of  convenience  alone  and  who  would 
tend  to  overcrowd  the  maternity  wards  unnecessarily. 

The  problem  of  overcrowding  of  the  Salisbury  Infirmary  maternity  ward  has  continued  to  claim 
particular  attention  during  the  year.  The  arrangements  mentioned  in  my  last  Report,  whereby 
the  Infirmary  Committee  undertook  for  an  experimental  period  to  limit  the  bookings  in  the  maternity 
department  to  25  per  month  by  restricting  the  admission  of  private  cases,  continued  in  operation 
throughout  the  year.  The  conference,  which  was  to  have  been  held  in  June  between  representatives 
of  the  Infirmary  and  of  the  County  Council  to  review  the  first  six  months’  working  of  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  was  postponed  until  early  in  the  present  year  and  has  been  held  shortly  before  the  time  of 
writing.  As  a  result,  the  Infirmary  Committee  was  recommended  to  endeavour  to  lessen  the  number 
of  private  patients  admitted  by  raising  the  fees.  This  was  done  in  the  knowledge  that,  amongst 
the  private  patients  admitted  there  is  a  proportion  who  desire  institutional  confinement  purely  for 
reasons  of  convenience  and  not  because  they  could  not  be  confined  at  home.  A  further  meeting  is 
to  be  held  after  some  little  time  has  elapsed  to  discover  whether  this  procedure  will  ease  the  pressure 
on  the  beds. 

Ancillary  Services. — Under  the  arrangements  which  exist  with  the  Salisbury  General  Infirmary 
for  special  pathological,  etc.,  examinations  to  be  carried  out  when  necessary  at  the  expense  of  the 
Council  for  County  patients  attending  the  Consultant  Ante-natal  Clinic,  17  examinations  were 
made  during  the  year. 

The  County  Dental  Staff  undertakes  the  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  needing 
dental  treatment  which  they  are  unable  to  afford,  and  which  is  not  otherwise  available,  as,  for 
instance,  through  the  Honorary  Staffs  of  local  hospitals.  Treatment  is  also  provided  for  children 
under  school  age  urgently  needing  dental  attention.  Dentures  for  expectant  mothers  are  provided 
in  approved  cases  through  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  and  repayment  by  instalments  is 
usually  required. 

Altogether,  34  such  patients  were  treated  by  the  Dental  Staff  during  the  year,  147  extractions 
being  made  during  63  attendances. 


Infectious  Diseases  in  Reeation  to  Maternity  and  Chird  Werfare. 

Puerperal  Infection. — The  County  Council’s  arrangements  with  the  undermentioned  institutions 
for  the  in-patient  treatment  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  admitted  upon  the  authority  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  remain  unchanged  : — 

Chippenham  and  Malmesbury  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath. 

Salisbury  and  District  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Savernake  Hospital. 

Swindon  and  District  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Trowbridge  and  District  Joint  Isolation  Hospital;  and 
Warminster  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Ihe  following  figures  relate  to  cases  notified  during  the  year  in  the  area  of  the  County  for  which 
the  County  Council  is  responsible  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  : _ 


No.  of  Cases 
Notified. 

No.  treated  in 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

34  (39) 

19  (26) 

3  (1) 

ine  1937  figures  given  in  brackets  in  the  above  table  for  purposes  of  comparison  include  six 
cases  of  puerperal  fever,  five  of  which  wrere  treated  in  hospital.  The  notification  of  puerperal  fever 
as  such  was  abolished  on  the  1st  October,  1937,  and  since  that  date  cases  which  would  formerly 
ha\  e  been  notified  under  that  heading  are  now  notifiable  under  the  wider  term,  puerperal  pyrexia. 

In  addition  to  the  figures  given  in  the  above  table,  25  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified 
at  Salisbury  and  57  at  Swindon,  where  the  County  Council  is  not  the  Authority  responsible  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare. 

Eight  cases  were  seen  under  the  County  scheme  during  the  year  by  the  Consultants  for  the 
western  and  southern  areas  referred  to  on  page  28. 

Swabs  are  always  taken  to  prove  the  existence  or  otherwise  of  infection  in  the  throats  of  mid¬ 
wives  who  have  been  in  attendance  on  cases  of  puerperal  infection,  or  who,  it  is  thought,  may  thern- 
selves  be  a  source  of  infection.  In  this  connection  some  25  swabs  were  taken  during  the  year,  but 
none  was  found  to  be  positive  to  hsemolytic  streptococci. 


Venereal  Infection.— -Accommodation  is  always  available  at  the  Gorse  Hill  Isolation  Hospital, 
Swindon,  for  the  reception  of  maternity  cases  suffering  from  venereal  infection. 


Ophthalmia  A  eonatorum. — The  County  Council's  arrangements  with  the  undermentioned  institu¬ 
tions  for  the  in-patient  treatment  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  admitted  with  the  sanction 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  remain  unchanged  : — 

General  Infirman/,  Salisbury. 

Gorse  Hill  Clinic,  Swdndon. 

Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath. 

Eye  Infirmary,  Bath,  and 
Savernake  Hospital,  Marlborough. 


The  following  figures  relate  to  cases  notified  during  the  year  in  the  area  of  the  County  for  which 
the  County  Council  is  responsible  for  maternity  and  child  welfare.  The  figures  for  1937  are  given 
in  brackets  : — 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

5  (10) 

1  (6) 

4  (4) 

5  (10) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

~  (-) 

In  addition  to  the  figures  given  in  the  above  table,  two  cases  were  notified  in  Salisbury,  and 
one  in  Swindon,  where  the  County  Council  is  not  the  authority  for  maternity  and  child  welfare. 
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Other  Infantile  Diseases. — There  were  7  deaths  of  infants  under  two  years  from  diarrhoea  in 
the  County  area,  as  compared  with  five  during  1937. 

Facilities  are  available  under  the  County  Orthopaedic  Scheme  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
infantile  paralysis  and  five  new  cases  under  school  age  came  under  treatment  during  the  year. 

Child  Welfare  Arrangements. 

Health  Visiting. — Two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  live  births  and  93  stillbirths 
were  notified  during  the  year  in  the  area  of  the  County  for  which  the  County  Council  is  responsible 
for  child  welfare.  In  addition  details  were  obtained  from  the  local  Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths 
of  16  live  births  which  were  not  notified.  The  father,  as  responsible  for  notification,  is  usually 
approached  in  such  cases,  and  ignorance  of  the  law  is  generally  pleaded  as  an  excuse. 

Allowing  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  the  numbers  of  live  births  and  stillbirths  registered 
were  3,232  and  127  respectively. 

a 

The  whole-time  staff  of  nine  health  visitors  remains  unchanged,  and  the  part-time  staff  numbers 
88.  In  addition  the  County  Emergency  Midwives  undertake  health  visiting  as  well  as  other  duties. 

Two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven  first  visits  and  24,588  total  visits  were  paid 
during  the  year  by  health  visitors  to  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  30,077  to  children  between 
the  ages  of  one  and  five  years. 

In  a  few  districts  the  part-time  health  visitors  have  organised  small  weighing  centres,  at  their 
homes  or  other  convenient  centres,  to  which  infants  are  brought  for  weighing  and  advice  given  to 
the  mothers.  Such  arrangements  in  districts  where  the  nurse’s  work  is  heavy  tend  to  lighten  the 
duties  of  health  visiting  considerably  and  ensure  more  accurate  weighing  than  is  possible  in  the 
children’s  own  homes.  Children  who  cannot  attend  the  centre  are  of  course  visited  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

As  a  result  of  reports  from  health  visitors  regarding  defects  discovered  in  children  during  the 
course  of  their  visits,  many  new  cases  were  treated  under  the  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic,  and  ear,  nose 
and  throat  schemes,  and  other  children  were  sent  for  varying  periods  to  the  Council’s  Convalescent 
Home  at  Marlborough  ;  further  reference  to  these  matters  appears  on  pages  37 — 11.  The  family 
doctor  is  always  consulted  before  any  such  arrangements  for  treatment  are  made. 

A  considerable  number  of  serious  housing  defects  and  instances  of  overcrowding  were  also 
reported  by  the  health  visitors,  and  information  was  forwarded  to  Focal  Sanitary  Authorities  for 
action  to  be  taken  by  them. 

A  record  of  the  work  performed  during  the  year  by  the  whole-time  health  visitors  and  school 
nurse  will  be  found  in  the  following  table.  The  figures  for  the  various  nurses  are  not  comparable, 
as  local  circumstances  differ  widely,  particularly  in  regard  to  travelling  facilities.  Corresponding 
figures  for  1937  are  given  in  brackets  : — 


Record  of  Work  performed  during  the  Year  1938  by  the  Whole-time  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurse. 
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The  figures  given  in  the  last  column  relate  to  attendances  at  tuberculosis,  ophthalmic 
ante-natal,  infant  welfare,  heart,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  minor  ailments,  venereal  diseases 
and  cancer  clinics. 

In  addition,  other  miscellaneous  duties  have  been  undertaken  by  the  various  nurses 
e.g.,  the  conveyance  of  children  to  hospital,  visitation  of  mental  defectives,  etc. 
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Infant  Life  Protection. — Every  home  is  visited  immediately  upon  receipt  of  notice  from  the 
foster-parent  that  a  child  is  to  be  received,  and  subsequent  periodical  visits  are  paid  by  the  Infant 
Protection  Visitors  to  each  child  registered,  no  exemptions  having  been  made.  During  the  year 
under  review,  a  total  of  134  children  were  under  supervision,  in  95  foster-homes,  and  altogether 
535  visits  were  paid  to  them.  Naturally  many  minor  points  arose  as  a  result  of  these  visits,  but 
no  seriously  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found,  and  it  was  unnecessary  to  arrange  for  the  removal 
of  any  child  from  its  foster-home  under  the  powers  which  the  County  Council  possesses  in  this  con¬ 
nection. 

* 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  movement  of  the  foster-child  population,  children  frequently  being 
received  by  foster-parents  for  comparatively  short  periods,  and  great  care  is  exercised  in  following 
up  these  movements,  of  which  foster-parents  are  bound  to  give  notice. 


Infant  W elf 'are  Centres. — The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  various  Centres  in  the  area 
of  the  County  for  which  the  County  Council  is  responsible  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  : — 


Centre. 

Day  of  Month  and 
Time  Centre  is  open. 

Names  of  Medical 
Officer  and  Nurse. 

Remarks. 

Ashton  Keynes 
(The  Parish  Hall) 

1st  Wednesday 

3  p.m. 

Dr.  F.  A.  V.  Denning 
District  Nurse 

M.O.  attends  each  session  if 
possible,  and  District  Nurse. 

Bradford-on- Avon 
(Church  House, 

Church  Street) 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays 
2.30  p.m. 

*Dr.  J.  Murray  ... 
f Nurse  Jackson 

District  Nurses 

M.O.  attends  on  1st  Tuesday  and 
Nurse  Jackson  attends  every 
session  with  District  Nurses. 

Chippenham 

(Parish  Church  Hall, 
Market  Place) 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 

2  p.m. 

Dr.  D.  I.  Seton  Campbell 
f  Nurse  M.  Warren 
District  Nurse 

M.O.  and  Nurse  Warren  attend  each 
session,  with  District  Nurse.  A 
County  midwife  also  attends 
when  possible. 

Corsham 

(Maternity  Home) 

2nd  Friday 

2.30  p.m. 

*Dr.  A.  E.  Semple 
Matron  and  a  nurse 

M.O.  and  members  of  Maternity 
Home  Staff  attend  every  session. 

Cricklade  ... 

(The  Town  Hall) 

2nd  &  4th  Thursdays 
2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  F.  A.  V.  Denning 
District  Nurse 

M.O.  attends  2nd  Thursday  and 
nurse  attends  every  session. 

Devizes 

(Methodist  Schoolroom, 
Dong  Street) 

Alternate  Thursdays  ... 
2.15  p.m. 

*Dr.  A.  D.  Semple  ... 

•(•Nurse  Ansaldo 

M.O.  and  nurse  attend  every 
session. 

Downton 

(Church  Hall) 

Alternate  Fridays 

2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  B.  Whitehead 
District  Nurses 

M.O.  and  at  least  one  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  nurses  attend  every  session. 

Hast  Knoyle 
(Village  Hall) 

1st  Wednesday 

3  p.m. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Beck  or 

Dr.  R.  H.  Whitby 
(alternate  periods  of 
six  months) 

District  Nurse 

M.O.  and  nurse  attend  every 
session. 

Eavington  ... 

(Wesleyan  Schoolroom, 
Littleton  Panell) 

1st  Friday 

2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  T.  W.  Morcom- 
Harneis  or 

Dr.  T.  M.  Gibson 
(in  annual  rotation) 
District  Nurse 

M.O.  and  Nurse  attend  every 
session. 

Malmesbury 
(Parish  Hall) 

1st  Tuesday 

2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Moore, 

Dr.  E.  W.  Winch,  or 
Dr.  B.  E.  Hodge. 

(in  annual  rotation) 
District  Nurse 

M.O.  and  District  Nurse  attend 
every  session.  Dr.  Hodge  is 
acting  as  M.O.  during  1939-40. 
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Centre. 

Day  or  Month  and 
Time  Centre  is  open. 

Names  of  Medical 
Officer  and  Nurse. 

Remarks. 

Marlborough 
(1,  The  Green) 

1st  Friday 

2.30  p.m. 

*Dr.  A.  B.  Semple 
District  Nurses 

M.O.  and  the  District  Nurses 
attend  every  session. 

Melksham  ... 

(Old  Bank  House, 

Bank  Street) 

Alternate  Thursdays  ... 
2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Schofield  ... 
District  Nurses 

M.O.  attends  on  first  Thursday  in 
the  month  upon  which  a  Clinic 
is  held.  One  of  the  District 

Nurses  attends  every  session. 

Mere 

(Becture  Hall) 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays, 
alternating  every  four 
months  with  2nd  and 
4th  Tuesdays, 

2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Whitby 

Dr.  B.  W.  Alexander 
(in  rotation  every 
four  months) 
District  Nurse. 

M.O.  attends  each  session  and 
District  Nurse. 

Tisbury 

(Red  Cross  Hut, 

Hindon  Bane) 

2nd  Tuesday  ... 

3  p.m. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Beck 

District  Nurse 

M.O.  and  Nurse  attend  every 
session. 

Trowbridge 

(County  Council  Clinic, 
The  Halve) 

Every  Tuesday 

2  p.m. 

*Dr.  A.  E.  Semple 
fNurse  E.  Smith 
f Nurse  E.  B.  Richens  ... 

M.O.  and  Nurses  attend  every 
session.  Two  County  midwives 
also  attend  when  possible. 

Warminster 
(Town  Hall) 

1st  Friday 

2.30  p.m. 

♦Dr.  D.  F.  Morgan 
District  Nurses 

M.O.  attends  every  session  with 
two  or  more  District  Nurses. 

Wilton 

(Town  Hall) 

1st  &  3rd  Thursdays  ... 
2  p.m. 

Dr.  A.  W.  K.  Straton 
District  Nurses 

M.O.  attends  on  1st  Thursday  and 
at  least  one  of  the  District  Nurses 
attends  every  session.  Ante-natal 
work  is  also  undertaken  on  first 
Thursday  in  month. 

(Most  of  the  Centres  are  closed  during  August.) 

♦Assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  f County  Council  Health  Visitor. 


Centres. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  attendances  of  children  and  staff  at  the  various  infant 
welfare  centres  during  the  year,  the  figures  for  1937  being  given  in  brackets 
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*  Centre  opened  25-11-37.  f  Centre  opened  3-9-37  ;  fortnightly  sessions  commenced  in  September,  1938. 
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The  only  Centre  administered  directly  by  the  County  Council  is  the  Trowbridge  Centre  and 
the  remainder  have  been  established  and  maintained  by  voluntary  effort  with,  in  most  cases  financial 
assistance  from  the  County  Council  under  Section  101  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,’  and  also 
m  some  instances  the  provision  of  a  Medical  Officer  from  the  County  staff. 

In  addition  there  are  Military  Infant  Welfare  Centres  at  Tidworth,  Bulford  and  Larkhill. 

Infant  Deaths.— There  were  135  deaths  of  infants  under  one  vear  of  age  in  the  County  Council's 
area  for  maternity  and  child  welfare,  compared  with  108  during  1937.  The  death  rate  per  thousand 
live  births  during  1938  was  therefore  41.77,  which  compares  with  a  rate  of  34.5  for  1937  and  with 
the  national  rate  for  1938  of  53. 

In\  estigations  into  infant  deaths  are  not  made  as  a  routine,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  such 
investigations  could  usefully  be  made  by  the  County  Staff,  apart  from  the  enquiries  which  naturally 
arise  in  health  visiting. 

Supply  of  Food  and  Milk.— Extensive  use  continues  to  be  made  of  the  County  Council’s  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  supply,  on  proper  recommendation,  of  dried  milk  and  infant  tonic  foods  at  wholesale 
prices  for  weakly  and  backward  infants  of  parents  whose  circumstances  preclude  payment  of  the 
usual  retail  prices.  These  foods  are  available  both  at  the  Trowbridge  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and 
through  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  during  1938  some  1,730  lbs.  of  dried  milk  and  tonic 
foods  were  supplied  in  addition  to  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  latter  in  liquid  form. 

Similar  facilities  are  also  available  at  several  of  the  larger  voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centres 

and  some  1,560  lbs.  of  dried  milk  were  supplied  during  1938  through  these  Centres,  apart  from  other 
foods. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  new  applications  for  free  supplies  of  fresh  milk  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  infants  were  received  during  1938,  compared  with  176  during  1937.  One 
hundred  and  sixty-one  were  granted,  and  in  five  cases  no  grants  were  made  as  the  applicants  failed 
to  reply  to  requests  for  explanations  of  mis-statements  of  income  etc 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-three  applications  for  renewal  were  received  from  persons 
who  had  previously  been  given  supplies,  compared  with  1,317  received  during  1937.  One  thousand 
six  hundred  and  sixty-two  were  granted,  six  referred  to  the  Public  Assistance  Officer,  as  the  families 
concerned  were  already  in  receipt  of  out-relief,  and  in  five  cases  no  grants  were  made  because  the 
applicants  failed  to  reply  to  requests  for  explanations  of  apparent  mis-statements  of  wages. 

Comparison  of  the  number  of  months’  supply  granted  during  1938,  1,961,  with  the  corresponding 
figure  for  1937,  1,313,  gives  a  clearer  view  of  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  milk  supplied  during 
last  year  than  the  foregoing  figures  owing  to  the  introduction  in  July  of  the  principle  of  giving  orders 
in  suitable  cases  for  two  months  at  a  time  instead  of  one  month.  The  total  quantity  provided  was 
9,660  gallons,  an  increase  of  some  3,525  gallons  over  the  figure  for  1937. 

The  quantity  of  milk  supplied  was  usually  one  pint  per  day,  although  more  was  allowed  where 
there  were  several  young  children  in  the  family. 

The  general  standard  of  income  of  applicants  has  not  been  higher  during  1938  than  in  previous 
years,  the  majority  of  applications  being  from  the  wives  of  unemployed  men  and  labourers.  It  is 
very  rarely  that  an  application  is  received  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  genuinely  necessitous  as 
it  is  well  known  that  grants  are  not  made  without  ample  justification,  and  the  recommendation 
of  the  local  Health  Visitor  or  Midwife  is  always  required.  Every  application  received  is  subjected 
to  careful  scrutiny,  and  statements  of  income  are  always  checked  from  employers. 

Ireatment  Schemes  for  Children  under  School  Age. — The  treatment  schemes  for  children  found 
to  be  suffering  from  crippling,  ophthalmic  or  ear,  nose  and  throat  defects  remain  unchanged,  and 
statistics  with  regard  to  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  under  each  of  these  schemes  are  given 
below. 


38 


Orthopcedic  Scheme.- — The  following  table  summarises  the  treatment  provided  for  non- tubercular 
children  under  school  age  during  the  year  at  the  out-patient  clinics  and  the  Bath  and  Wessex 
Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital  — 


Name  of  Clinic. 

Number  of 
cases  examined 
at  Clinic 
during  the  year. 

Total  Number 
of  attendances 
at  Clinic  made 
during  the  year. 

No.  of  cases 

treated  as — 

In-patient  at 
Hospital  and 
Out-patient  at 
Clinic. 

Out-patient 
at  Clinic 
only. 

Corsham  ... 

•  .  . 

43 

(30) 

158 

(140) 

3 

(2) 

40 

(28) 

Devizes  ... 

... 

44 

(40) 

194 

(159) 

7 

(4) 

37 

(36) 

Malmesbury 

11 

(4) 

35 

(13) 

— 

(1) 

11 

(3) 

Salisbury 

... 

24 

(29) 

145 

(122) 

5 

(5) 

19 

(24) 

Swindon  ... 

... 

43 

(37) 

195 

(152) 

6 

'  (3) 

37 

(34) 

Trowbridge 

... 

70 

(50) 

347 

(274) 

7 

(6) 

63 

(44) 

Totals  . 

235 

(190) 

1074 

(860) 

28 

(21) 

207 

(169) 

(The  figures  given  in  brackets  are  those  for  1937.) 

A  special  clinic  is  held  monthly  at  the  Marlborough  Convalescent  Home  for  orthopaedic  cases 
under  treatment  there,  usually  after  considerable  periods  of  out-patient  treatment  at  the  clinics 
shown  above  and  subsequent  in-patient  treatment  at  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic 
Hospital.  Some  five  cases,  whose  other  treatment  is  recorded  in  the  above  table,  were  examined 
and  treated  at  the  Marlborough  Clinic  during  1938  whilst  in  the  Convalescent  Home. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  of  the  cases  in  the  above  table  were  first  reported  during  1938,  and 
the  remainder  are  children  who  had  received  treatment  in  previous  years,  and  for  whom  further 
treatment  and  after-care  were  necessary.  This  figure  of  118  compares  with  109  new  cases  during 
1937. 


The  conditions  for  which  the  children  shown  in  the  table  were  treated  were  as  follows  : — 


Defect. 

Cpixic. 

Total. 

Corsham. 

Devizes. 

Malmesbury 

Salisbury. 

Swindon. 

Trowbridge. 

Congenital  Deformities 

11 

10 

5 

11 

12 

17 

66 

Infantile  Paralysis  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

3 

8 

Rickets 

9 

8 

— 

1 

7 

9 

34 

Spastic  Paralysis  ... 

3 

3 

- — 

— 

— 

2 

8 

Postural  Defects 

— 

5 

1 

2 

3 

5 

16 

Scoliosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'  - 

1 

1 

Other  Defects 

19 

17 

5 

10 

18 

33 

102 

The  five  cases  mentioned  in  an  earlier  paragraph  on  this  page  as  having  received  treatment 
at  the  Marlborough  Convalescent  Home  Clinic  during  the  year  are  included  in  the  above  table  under 
the  headings  of  the  respective  clinics  from  which  they  originated.  These  cases  consisted  of  four 
cases  of  congenital  deformities  and  one  of  rickets. 


t 
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i  he  County  Council  bore  the  cost  of  surgical  appliances  in  23  instances  during  the  year,  and 
there  were,  of  course,  many  more  cases  in  which  the  cost  of  such  appliances  was  met  from  clinic  funds. 
Massage  was  also  provided  in  fourteen  cases  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council  in  addition  to 
those  cases  in  which  the  services  of  a  masseuse  were  made  available  at  the  expense  of  clinic  funds. 

.  brief  outline  of  the  whole  of  the  wrork  accomplished  under  the  County  Orthopaedic  Scheme 

is  given  on  pages  45  and  46. 

Ophthalmic  Scheme.—  Eighty-eight  infants  were  examined  during  the  year,  compared  with  83 
during  1937,  at  the  out-patient  clinics  held  by  the  County  Ophthalmic  Surgeons  at  various  centres 
a  total  of  194  examinations  being  made.  Thirty-eight  of  these  children  were  cases  first  reported 
during  the  year,  and  the  remainder  were  children  examined  previously  but  for  whom  further  treat¬ 
ment  or  periodical  examination  wras  necessary. 

The  38  new  cases  consisted  of  29  suffering  from  squint,  and  9  from  other  defects,  such  as 
nystagmus,  conjunctivitis,  etc.  Glasses  were  prescribed  for  17,  and  cover  treatment,  etc.,  was 
advised  for  several  others.  Twelve  children  were  recommended  no  immediate  treatment,  but  are 
being  kept  under  supervision. 

The  fifty  cases  previously  seen  but  re-examined  during  1938  comprised  39  suffering  from  squint 
and  11  from  various  other  defects.  In-patient  treatment  was  arranged  for  one  child,  glasses  or 
new  lenses  were  recommended  in  10  instances,  and  in  14  cases  ointment,  cover  treatment,  etc.,  was 
advised.  Further  periodical  re-examinations  will  be  arranged  where  necessary. 

Ear,  Aose  and  Throat  Scheme. — The  following  table  summarises  the  treatment  provided  during 
the  year  for  children  under  school  age  at  the  out-patient  clinics  and  as  in-patients  at  the  institutions 
to  wrhich  the  respective  aural  surgeons  attending  the  clinics  are  attached  : — 
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The  second  column  of  the  foregoing  table  includes  a  number  of  children  treated  during  the 
previous  year,  and  for  whom  re-examination  only  was  necessary  during  1938.  Similarly  a  few  of 
the  operations  performed  during  the  year  were  recommended  in  the  previous  year,  and  others  recom¬ 
mended  duiing  1938  have  been  performed  during  1939.  In-patient  treatment  recommended  for 
children  attending  the  Trowbridge  Clinic  is  provided  at  the  Bath  Royal  United  Hospital,  or  the 
Devizes  and  District  Hospital  in  the  case  of  children  living  in  that  neighbourhood,  the  County 
Aural  Surgeon  for  the  Western  area  being  attached  to  both  of  these  hospitals. 

In  addition,  6  uncomplicated  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  reported  by  Medical  Officers 
of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  or  local  doctors  were  operated  upon  under  the  County  Council’s  arrange¬ 
ments  in  various  hospitals  in  the  County. 


Convalescent  Home,  Marlborough. — During  1938,  51  children  under  school  age  were  admitted, 
compared  with  34  during  1937.  Cases  are  usually  first  reported  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  and  sometimes  by  private  doctors  and  health  visitors.  The  family  doctor  is,  of 
course,  always  consulted  before  any  steps  are  taken. 


REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 

:  « 

Under  Sections  187 — 195  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  County  Council  is  responsible 
for  the  registration  and  supervision  of  Nursing  Homes  for  the  whole  of  the  County  except  the  Borough 
of  Swindon,  to  the  Council  of  which  local  powers  under  the  Act  were  delegated  without  reservations 
or  conditions  in  1930. 

Five  applications  for  registration  were  received  during  1938,  and  all  granted.  Four  of  these 
applications  related  to  small  Homes,  two  of  which  are  for  chronic  or  infirm  cases,  and  two  for 
maternity,  and  the  fifth  was  in  respect  of  the  new  hospital  at  Melksham.  Excluding  Homes  registered 
but  since  closed,  at  the  time  of  writing  20  private  Homes  are  registered  in  addition  to  all  the  Voluntary 
Hospitals  in  the  County  area.  These  20  Homes  provide  a  total  of  103  beds,  36  of  which  are  for 
maternity  and  67  for  other  cases. 

A  detailed  inspection  is  made  of  every  Home  before  registration,  and  periodical,  usually  annual, 
re-inspections  are  made  by  Dr.  Semple,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer.  No  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  revealed  during  the  past  year. 

With  regard  to  arrangements  for  the  discovery  of  unregistered  Homes,  the  nine  County  Council 
whole-time  Health  Visitors,  whose  duties  include  the  supervision  of  all  district  midwives,  have  been 
instructed  to  report  immediately  any  evidence  of  such  Homes  and  have  secured  the  co-operation 
of  the  district  midwives  in  this  matter.  Any  information  which  comes  to  hand  in  this  connection 
is  immediately  investigated,  but  no  unregistered  Nursing  Home  was  discovered  during  1938. 


BUIND  PERSONS  ACTS,  1920  &  1938. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  578  names  are  included  in  the  County  Blind  Register,  the  maintenance 
of  which  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  To  be  registered,  a  person  must  be  so  blind 
as  to  be  unable  to  perform  any  work  for  which  eyesight  is  essential.  In  the  usual  way  a  case  is  not 
recorded  as  blind  except  on  the  certificate  of  one  of  the  three  County  Ophthalmic  Surgeons,  although 
occasionally  cases  arise  where  the  person  is  bedridden  or  physically  incapable  of  attending  the  nearest 
ophthalmic  clinic,  and  in  these  circumstances  I  am  usually  able,  as  a  result  of  personal  investigation, 
to  satisfy  myself  whether  blindness  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  exists. 
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As  in  past  years,  my  department  has  worked  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Care  of  the  Blind.  Such  co-operation  ensures  that  the  blind  register  is  kept  up-to-date 
and  that  cases  of  suspected  blindness  are  brought  to  my  notice  and  investigated  without  delay. 
The  help  so  willingly  given  by  the  various  officers  and  members  of  the  Voluntary  Association  has 
greatly  assisted  us  in  our  work  under  the  above  Acts,  and,  of  course,  the  responsibility  for  the  various 
social  services  for  the  blind  is  still  in  their  hands. 

The  administration  of  the  Blind  Persons  Acts  Committee's  scheme  for  domiciliary  assistance 
is  closely  associated  with  this  department.  Investigation  of  all  claims  for  assistance  is  undertaken 
by  the  four  Home  Teachers  and  sent  to  me  through  the  Secretary  to  the  Voluntary  Association. 
All  such  applications  are  considered  by  the  Committee  and  a  register  is  maintained  showing  all  the 
grants  made.  The  total  number  of  blind  persons  at  present  in  receipt  of  relief  is  219,  involving 
a  weekly  expenditure  of  approximately  £97.  Bach  case  is  reviewed  by  the  Committee  at  six-monthly 
intervals  or  on  any  change  of  circumstances. 

The  additional  work  necessitated  in  this  department  by  the  passing  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act, 
1938,  falls  mainly  under  three  heads— relief  for  sighted  dependants  of  blind  persons,  the  payment 
of  funeral  expenses  in  respect  of  blind  persons  or  their  dependants,  and  the  recovery  from  other 
authorities  of  assistance  given  to  blind  persons. 

Prior  to  the  passing  of  the  1938  Act,  relief  from  the  Blind  Persons  Acts  Committee  was  payable 
only  in  respect  of  blind  persons,  any  dependants  requiring  assistance  having  to  apply  to  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee.  The  new  Act,  however,  requires  that  in  determining  questions  relating  to 
financial  assistance,  the  Blind  Persons  Acts  Committee  should  take  into  account  not  only  the  needs 
of  the  blind  person  but  also  the  needs  of  any  members  of  his  household  who  are  dependent  on  him, 
and  to  meet  this  requirement  the  Blind  Persons  Acts  Committee  drew  up  a  revised  scale  of  payments. 
This  has  resulted  in  an  additional  expenditure  of  approximately  £10  per  week. 


In  two  cases,  funeral  expenses  have  been  paid,  and  in  another  case  a  grant  was  made  to  the 
relatives  of  a  blind  man  towards  the  expenses  they  had  incurred  in  connection  with  his  burial.  It 
is  not  anticipated,  however,  that  there  will  be  a  heavy  expenditure  under  this  head. 

The  final  responsibility  for  the  payment  of  assistance  to  blind  persons  is  now  determined  by 
certain  residential  qualifications,  as  set  out  in  the  1938  Act.  This  made  it  necessary  to  investigate 
all  cases  who  received  assistance  on  or  after  April  1st,  with  a  view  to  recovery  from  other  authorities 
wherever  possible.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  we  have  accepted  responsibility  for  five  cases  living 
outside  the  County  whilst  claims  are  being  made  on  other  authorities  in  respect  of  four  persons  who 
although  now  living  in  Wiltshire  have  not  yet  qualified  for  settlement  in  this  County  under  the 
terms  of  the  Act. 

Medical  attention  for  blind  persons  is  at  present  provided  under  the  Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittee’s  Scheme  of  domiciliary  medical  attendance  described  on  page  18  of  this  report. 

The  medical  records  received  in  this  way  are  scrutinised  for  any  possible  case  of  blindness,  and 
we  have  arrangements  whereby  the  Relieving  Officers,  Masters  of  Institutions  and  Health  Visitors 
notify  us  of  suspected  cases,  apart  from  the  reports  we  receive  from  the  Home  Teachers. 


No  formal  arrangement  of  notification  has,  therefore,  been  made  but  under  the  terms  of  Section 
176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  but  provision  has  been  made  for  the  treatment  in  Hospital,  with 
a  view  to  the  prevention  of  blindness,  of  adults  suffering  from  eye  defects,  in  addition  to  the  normal 
arrangements  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Service  Schemes  for  the 
treatment  of  children. 
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DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


•  ,  1,1  ,n>  last  Report,  an  up-to-date  record  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons  in  the  County 

bv  the  Countv  wPuVTc  F  theif  c^ses  are  gsited  at  approximately  three-monthly  intervals 
■  ,  .  ,  ,  -  .  jldl  '  ,s,l°:  s-  apart,  of  course,  from  those  in  Institutions  or  whose  welfare  is  a 

of  each  person  1  ^  °f  ^  C°"nty  Schemes’  and  rePorts  sent  to  me  on  the  circumstances 

The  object  of  these  visits  is  an  endeavour  to  assist  employable  persons  to  retain  their  employ- 

shou'd  they  deaomf  unemployed  to  help  in  obtaining  fresh  work.  From  our  observations 
u  mg  the  past  year  it  has  been  shown  that  once  deaf  and  dumb  people  obtain  employment  they 
prove  industrious  workers  and  seldom  become  unemployed.  The  chief  difficulty  arises  when  boys 
and  girls  leave  training  Institutions  and  have  to  seek  employment.  The  problem  of  finding  suitable 
work  in  a  country  district  is  a  difficult  one,  but  special  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  form  of  training 

pven  so  that  after,  its  completion  the  trainee  will  have  a  good  prospect  of  obtaining  useful  work 
m  ms  own  district. 

r  7^  Prese]J.t  there  are  206  cases  on  the  register,  including  persons  who  are  both  deaf  and  dumb 
and  those  suffering  from  one  or  other  of  these  afflictions. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  County  Council's  arrangements  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  ot  \  enereal  Diseases,  details  of  which  are  given  briefly  in  the  following  paragraphs 

Clinics. 


at  the  following  centres,  where  patients  may  also  attend  daily  for 
Provision  is  made  for  in-patient  treatment  at  each  centre  except  that 

Men. 


Out-patient  clinics  are  held 
irrigation  when  necessary, 
at  Trowbridge. 

Centre. 

The  Infirmary  (Skin  Dept.) 
Salisbury. 

(Drs.  Potts  and  Gordon). 

The  Isolation  Hospital, 

Gorse  Hill,  Swindon. 

(Drs.  Broomhead  and  Murray). 

County  Council  Clinic, 

The  Halve,  Trowbridge. 

(Drs.  Broomhead  and  Murray). 


Tuesday,  11.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
Friday,  6  to  7.30  p.m. 

Wednesday,  6.30  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 
Friday,  6  to  7  p.m. 

Thursday,  5.30  to  6.30  p.m. 


Women. 

Wednesday,  6  to  7.30  p.m. 
Saturday,  11.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Monday,  5  to  6.30  p.m. 

Friday,  2  to  3.30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  5  to  6.30  p.m. 
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Clinical  Work  During  1938. 


The  following  figures,  which  are  taken  from  the  annual  returns  from  the  Treatment  Centres, 
summarise  briefly  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 

No.  of  Persons  seen  for  the 

first 

Total  No.  of 

time 

and  found 

to  be  suffering 

Attendances 

Aggregate 

from 

at  the  Out- 

No.  of 

Centre. 

Total. 

Patient 

In-Patient 

Conditions 

Clinics  of 

Days  of 

Syphilis. 

Soft 

Gonorr- 

other  than 

Wiltshire 

Wiltshire 

Chancre. 

hoea. 

Venereal. 

Patients. 

Patients. 

Bath  . 

6 

(6) 

-  (-) 

4  (9) 

2 

(8) 

12  (23) 

395  (387) 

91  (-) 

Salisbury 

14 

(19) 

(— ) 

25  (47) 

43 

(47) 

82  (113) 

4218  (3886) 

947  (481) 

Swindon 

18 

(21) 

(2) 

30  (58) 

54 

(58) 

102  (139) 

4904  (5124) 

59  (424) 

Trowbridge 

9 

(11) 

(-) 

13  (21) 

40 

(26) 

62  (58) 

874  (1393) 

-  (-) 

*Bristol 

2 

(2) 

-  (-) 

1  (6) 

2 

(2) 

5  (10) 

62  (69) 

15  (65) 

♦Radcliffe  Infirmary, 

Oxford 

• — - 

(-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

-  (-) 

1  (6) 

-  (-) 

49 

(59) 

-  (2) 

73  (141) 

141 

(141) 

263  (343) 

10454  (10865) 

1112  (970) 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  for  1937. 

*  No  formal  arrangements  exist  with  these  Treatment  Centres. 


This  Table  shows  that  there  were  considerably  fewer  new  patients  during  1938  than  in  the 
previous  year,  the  total  being  263,  compared  with  343.  As  will  be  seen,  however,  the  patients  who 
were  found  on  investigation  to  be  suffering  from  actual  venereal  disease  numbered  less  than  half 
this  total — 122,  compared  with  192  in  1937. 

The  total  attendances  at  the  out-patient  Clinics  either  for  attention  by  the  Medical  Officer  or 
irrigation  were  some  400  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  although  the  in-patient  days  totalled  1,112, 
as  against  970  in  1937. 


Pathological  Examinations. 

Facilities  are  provided  at  the  Salisbury  Eaboratory  for  the  examination  of  pathological  specimens 
submitted  from  the  three  treatment  centres  within  the  County  and  by  private  medical  practitioners. 
At  Salisbury  and  Swindon,  however,  the  bulk  of  the  microscopical  examinations  in  cases  of  gonorrhoea 
are  undertaken  at  the  centres  themselves,  whilst  any  complement  fixation  tests  required  in  connec¬ 
tion  therewith  are  mainly  carried  out  at  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  Eondon. 


The  total  number  of  pathological  examinations  made  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Nature  of  Specimen. 

Where  examined. 

Salisbury 

Laboratory. 

Treatment 

Centres. 

St.  Thomas’s 
Hospital,  London. 

Wassermann  Reactions 

Gonococci  Tests 

Complement  Fixation  Tests  ... 

Other  Tests 

783  (863) 

153  (131) 

(-) 

9  (4) 

-  (-) 

307  (479) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (3) 

-  (-) 

71  (96) 

-  (3) 

945  (998) 

307  (479) 

71  (102) 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1937.) 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  examinations  of  specimens  included  in  the  above 
statement  submitted  by  private  practitioners,  the  figures  for  the  two  previous  years  being  given 
for  comparison  : —  ' 


Year. 


W 


1936 

1937 

1938 


Nature  of  Specimens  Examined. 


assermann. 


Gonococci. 


556 

545 

497 


70 

76 

83 


Other. 


Total. 


626 

621 

585 


Supply  of  Drugs  to  Medical  Practitioners. 

Approved  preparations  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  are  supplied  free  of  cost  to  medical 
practitioners  qualified  for  their  use,  and  the  names  of  23  doctors  in  private  practice  are  on  the  County 

Register  for  this  purpose.  During  the  year  two  of  these  doctors  were  supplied  with  53  doses  of 
approved  drugs. 


Rescue  Homes. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  is  able  to  arrange  for  girls  who  require  treatment  to  be  sent  to 
approved  homes  where  arrangements  are  made  for  them  to  receive  any  necessary  attention,  and 
which  also  provide  suitable  training  to  equip  them  for  a  new  start  in  life. 

The  Chippenham  Public  Assistance  Institution,  where  the  Matron  is  particularly  successful 
m  dealing  with  girls  who  need  help  and  encouragement,  is  also  sometimes  used  as  a  Rescue  Home 
the  Medical  Officer  being  responsible  for  the  treatment. 

The  requests  for  help  in  this  way  usually  come  from  one  or  other  of  the  Diocesan  Missions  in 
the  County,  and  in  November  our  assistance  was  sought  with  regard  to  a  girl  of  eighteen  from  the 
Salisbury  neighbourhood.  She  was  immediately  admitted  to  the  Chippenham  Institution,  but  it 
was  found  that  very  extensive  treatment  was  required  which  could  best  be  given  in  the  V.D.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  a  General  Hospital,  and  she  was  transferred  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Hostel  attached  to 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  London.  According  to  the  reports  which  have  been  received,  the  girl  is 
making  satisfactory  progress. 


THE  ORTHOPAEDIC  SCHEME. 

This  scheme,  as  it  affects  elementary  and  secondary  scholars,  is  described  in  the  School  Medical 
Report  on  pages  14  and  42  respectively,  and,  with  regard  to  children  under  five  years  of  age,  on 
page  38  of  this  Report.  In  order  to  present  a  general  view  of  the  whole  of  the  work  during  1938, 
however,  the  following  summary  is  here  given  as  in  previous  years,  the  figures  for  1937  being  shown 
in  brackets  for  purposes  of  comparison  : — 


Patients. 

Clinic  Attendances 

Under  five  years 

...  234 

(190) 

1074 

(860) 

Elementary  scholars 

523 

(601) 

1753 

(1919) 

Secondary  scholars 

88 

(105) 

220 

(225) 

845 

(890) 

3047 

(3004) 

Over  school  age 

95 

(90) 

236 

(296) 

Living  outside  Wilts  ... 

26 

(20) 

97 

(100) 

Salisbury  City  . 

48 

(41) 

200 

(207) 

Totals 

...  1014 

(1047) 

3580 

(3607) 

(Of  the  above,  39  (28)  cases  were  tuberculous.) 
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Cases  Treated  at  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children's  Orthopedic  Hospital. 


Non-Tubercular. 

Tubercular. 

* 

Total. 

Under 

Elementary 

Secondary 

five  years. 

scholars. 

scholars. 

In  Hospital,  January  1st,  1938 

17  (24) 

6  (2) 

7  (12) 

2  (1) 

32  (39) 

Admitted  during  year 

28  (14) 

22  (19) 

40  (44) 

6  (7) 

96  (84) 

Totals 

45  (38) 

28  (21) 

47  (56) 

8  (8) 

128  (123) 

The  expenditure  of  the  clinics  during  the  year  was  £513  11s.  5d.,  of  which  the  County  Council 
contributed  £251  16s.  3d.,  £217  13s.  9d.  being  attendance  fees  and  £34  2s.  6d.  payment  for  part 
of  the  massage  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  clinics.  The  remainder,  of  the  cost  of  the  clinics 
is  met  by  the  sums  contributed  by  patients  in  attendance  fees  and  payments  towards  the  cost  of 
appliances  supplied  through  the  clinics,  and  by  local  financial  support. 

In  view  of  the  increase  of  work  in  certain  clinics  and  of  the  necessity  for  establishing  subsidiary 
clinics  at  other  centres,  the  Public  Health  Committee  appointed  a  second  After-Care  Sister,  who 
took  up  her  duties  in  September.  The  arrangement  was  that  she  should  work  in  collaboration  with 
the  After-Care  Sister  supplied  since  the  beginning  of  the  Scheme  from  the  staff  of  the  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  but  it  has  so  far  not  been  possible  to  open  fresh  clinics  in  the  Couirty. 

The  Bocal  Government  Act,  1929,  permits  of  the  treatment  at  the  expense  of  the  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Committee  of  non-tuberculous  cripples  in  necessitous  circumstances  who  could  not  otherwise 
be  dealt  with  under  the  Orthopaedic  Scheme. 

During  the  year,  in-patient  treatment  was  provided  in  this  way  for  14  patients  at  the  Bath 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  although  two  of  these  were  transferred  after  a  while  to  the  Beckford  Lodge 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Warminster,  by  arrangement  with  the  Dorset  County  Council.  Fifteen 
patients  were  also  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  Committee  with  appliances  recommended  by  the 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  and  three  with  massage. 

Arrangements  can  also  be  made  when  necessary  for  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  visit  at  the 
Public  Assistance  Institutions  patients  who  are  bedridden  and  unable  to  attend  the  Clinics.  During 
the  year  three  such  consultations  were  arranged. 

Training  is  also  being  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  for  two 
crippled  girls  at  the  School  of  Stitchery  and  Lace,  and  one  at  the  Workshops  of  the  Bath  Orthopaedic 
Hospital.  Encouraging  reports  have  been  received  in  each  case,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  girls  will 
all  eventually  become  self-supporting. 


DENTAL  WORK. 

Reference  is  made  in  the  relevant  sections  of  the  Report  to  the  facilities  for  dental  treatment 
provided  under  Public  Assistance,  Mental  Deficiencjy  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Tuberculosis, 
and  for  the  Police.  The  following  statement,  however,  gives  a  general  summanr  of  the  work,  other 
than  for  school  children  which  is  described  in  the  School  Medical  R.eport  on  pages  12,  13,  14  and  41. 

The  statistics  under  this  head  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  47,  and  comparison  with  last  year’s 
figures  shows  that  there  has  been  a  general  increase  in  the  work,  which  was  not  confined  to  any 
particular  section. 

In  all,  815  patients  made  1,828  attendances  for  treatment,  compared  with  625  patients  and 
1,295  attendances  in  1937.  Extractions  numbered  1,973,  fillings  397  and  dentures  provided  186, 
as  against  1,785,  247  and  125  respectively  in  the  previous  year. 
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Under  Public  Assistance  the  Dental  Officers  visit  the  various  Institutions  periodically  to  deal 
with  such  cases  as  are  referred  to  them  for  treatment  by  the  Medical  Officers  or  Masters  of  the 
institutions,  and  97  cases  were  dealt  with.  The  number  in  1937  was  87. 

Other  cases  under  Public  Assistance,  usually  recommended  by  the  District  Medical  Officer 
are  dealt  with  as  they  arise  at  the  nearest  clinic,  although  occasionally  the  Dentists  have  to  visit 
patients  m  the  more  remote  districts  in  their  own  homes.  One  hundred  and  twelve  patients  were 
treated,  compared  with  110  last  year.  Experience  has  shown  that  the  condition  of  these  patients’ 

mouths  is  usually  bad,  and  the  only  remedy  has  been  complete  extraction  and  the  provision  of 
dentures. 


.  ^  ^or  ^ie  Wiltshire  Constabulary  has  proceeded  on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years,  and 
during  1938,  221  officers  were  found  to  require  treatment,  as  against  177  in  1937,  19  dentures  being 
provided,  compared  with  14  in  the  previous  year. 

Tlnee  hundred  and  eight  patients  in  Pewsey  Colony  and  other  certified  institutions  for  the 
mentally  defective  received  treatment,  as  against  159  during  1937.  The  standard  of  dental  fitness 
amongst  these  cases  is,  however,  found  to  be  fairly  high.  Only  21  mentally  defective  persons  under 
guardianship  received  treatment  during  the  year,  compared  with  50  last  year. 

Tuberculous  patients  numbered  22,  and  cases  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  arrange¬ 
ments  34,  compared  with  18  and  24  respectively  in  1937. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  during  the  year  : - 


Patients  treated 
Attendances  . . . 
Extractions  . . . 
Fillings 

Other  operations 
Dentures  provided 
Dentures  repaired 
Administration  of 
anaesthesia 


Public  Assistance 

Mentally  Defective 

patients. 

patients. 

In 

In 

In 

In 

Under 

Tuber- 

Ante- 

Police. 

Total. 

Institu- 

receipt 

Pewsey 

Certified 

Guard- 

culous 

Natal 

tions. 

of 

Colony. 

Institu- 

ianship 

patients 

and 

Medical 

tions 

and  on 

Infant 

out- 

and 

licence. 

Welfare 

relief. 

P. A.i.’s 

patients. 

... 

97 

112 

164 

144 

21 

22 

34 

221 

815 

148 

510 

255 

237 

41 

32 

63 

542 

1828 

288 

753 

230 

364 

27 

71 

147 

93 

1973 

3 

11 

49 

8 

8 

— 

— 

318 

397 

19 

35 

57 

19 

17 

1 

4 

205 

357 

6 

114 

22 

12 

4 

— 

9 

19 

186 

9 

8 

3 

10 

— 

— 

_ _ 

31 

61 

general 

•  •  •  •  •  . 

3 

15 

42 

10 

— 

2 

6 

3 

81 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Government  s  proposals  under  the  National  Health  Campaign  were  carefully  considered  by 
the  Public  Health  Committee  during  the  year  in  collaboration  with  the  Medical  Advisory  Committee 
as  representing  the  medical  profession  in  the  County.  It  was  felt  that  the  arrangements  for  con¬ 
sultation  and  treatment  under  the  various  schemes  were  already  widely  known  throughout  the 
County  and  that  to  issue  posters  advertising  the  facilities  further  might  lead  to  the  clinics  becoming 
over-burdened  by  patients  attending,  possibly  unnecessarily,  without  first  having  consulted  their 
family  doctors.  It  was  decided  that  the  campaign  could  best  be  helped  in  a  rural  county  such  as 
Wiltshire  by  talks  on  health  matters  being  given  by  members  of  the  County  staff  to  Women’s 
Institutes,  and  we  have  proceeded  on  these  lines. 


48 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(I)  WATER  SUPPEY. 


Rainfarr. 

Information  as  to  rainfall  is  kindly  supplied  from  various  centres  in  the  County.  From  these 
details  the  mean  average  rainfall  for  the  year  has  been  calculated  as  28.66  inches,  as  compared  with 
36.03  inches  in  1937.  The  average  number  of  days  upon  which  rainfall  was  recorded  was  166,  as 
against  170  in  the  previous  year. 


Inquiries. 

The  following  Inquiries  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  held  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
water  supply  schemes  : — 

Malmesbury  Rural  District,  17th  February,  1938.  Application  for  approval  of  the  purchase  of  the 

water  undertaking  belonging  to  the  Eton  College 
Authorities,  in  the  Parish  of  Hullavington. 

Caine  &  Chippenham  Rural  District,  20th  May,  Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £46,760  for 
1938.  purposes  of  water  supply  in  the  contributory 

places  of  Yatton  Keynell,  Grittleton,  Castle 
Combe,  Kington  St.  Michael,  Kington  Eangley, 
Sutton  Benger,  Christian  Malford  and  Bremhill. 


Pubeic  Hearth  Act,  1936  :  Section  307. 

In  May,  1938,  the  County  Council  approved  the  following  revised  conditions  under  which  contri¬ 
butions  would  in  future  be  made  : — 

(1)  That  contributions  be  limited  to  approved  schemes  in  rural  parishes. 

(2)  That  no  contribution  be  made  towards  expenditure  which  has  already  been  incurred. 

(3)  The  contribution  to  be  made  by  the  County  Council  shall  be  an  annual  sum  not  exceeding 
50  per  cent,  of  the  approved  annual  net  cost  after  deducting  a  sum  equal  to  the  product 
of  a  rate  of  1/6  in  the  £  on  the  parish  or  parishes  served  by  the  scheme,  provided  that  the 
District  Council  shall  make  a  contribution  equal  to  that  of  the  County  Council. 

(4)  That  in  calculating  the  amount  of  the  annual  contributions  regard  be  had  to  the  charges 
made  for  water  supplied  under  the  scheme. 

(5)  The  County  Council  may,  at  their  discretion,  contribute  their  proportion  of  the  net  cost 
by  a  lump  sum  payment. 

(6)  That  the  annual  contribution  be  paid  subject  to  the  purity  and  quantity  of  the  supply 
being  maintained  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  County  Council. 

(7)  That  the  supply  is  by  means  of  public  standpipes  unless  the  premises  to  be  supplied  are 
efficiently  drained,  or  unless  the  means  of  supply  is  approved  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


Caine  and  Chippenham  Rural  District. — In  July,  1938,  the  County  Council  passed  the  following 
resolution 

“  That  the  County  Council  approve  of  the  Parish  of  Nettleton  being  included  in  the 
Caine  and  Chippenham  Rural  District  Council's  regional  water  scheme,  towards  which  the 
County  Council  decided  to  make  a  grant  by  resolution  No.  306  of  their  meeting  on  the  24th 
November,  1937." 


49 


,  f<^ne*bu\y  Rural  District :  Parish  of  Dauntsey. -Early  in  the  year  the  Rural  District  Council 
? S  ^  e  r!c  '  ace  an<^  Wootton  Bassett  Rural  District  Council  to  make  provision  in  their  scheme 
(u  the  supply  of  water  m  bulk  to  the  parish  of  Dauntsey.  An  application  was  later  made  to  the 
County  Council  for  a  grant.  In  November,  1938,  the  County  Council  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

that,  subject  to  the  County  Council's  conditions  governing  contributions  towards  water 
mpp  \  schemes,  the  County  Council  make  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  a  water  scheme 
or  the  Parish  of  Dauntsey,  of  hall  of  the  annual  deficiency  on  the  scheme,  after  the  product 
o  a  rate  of  1/6  m  the  £  on  the  parish  has  been  deducted  from  such  deficiency,  provided  the 
Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council  make  an  equal  contribution." 


Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  Rural  District :  Parishes  of  Aldbourne,  Chilton  Foliat  and  Ramsbury. 
e  ereace  was  made  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1937  to  the  water  scheme  for  these  parishes.  In 
‘  on  hearing  that  there  was  to  be  a  large  increase  in  the  proposed  expenditure  since  the  applica¬ 
tion  tor  a  grant  had  been  received  from  the  District  Council,  the  County  Council  asked  for  a  fresh 

application  and  additional  information.  In  November,  1938,  the  County  Council  passed  the  follow- 
mg  resolution  : —  '  ^ 

lhat,  subject  to  the  County  Councils  conditions  governing  contributions  towards 
water  supply  schemes  being  observed,  and  subject  to  the  County  Treasurer  being  satisfied 
with  legard  to  certain  items  under  estimated  annual  expenses  for  upkeep,  etc.,  the  County 
Council  make  a  contribution  of  30  per  cent,  of  the  approved  annual  deficiency  on  the  cost 
of  a  water  supply  scheme  for  the  Parishes  of  Ramsbury,  Aldbourne  and  Chilton  Foliat  to 
the  Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  Rural  District  Council,  provided  the  District  Council  make 
an  equivalent  contribution  as  part  of  their  general  expenses." 


Salisbury  and  Wilton  Rural  District :  Parish  of  Pitton  and  Farley.— Mention  of  this  scheme  has 

been  made  in  previous  Annual  Reports.  In  May,  1938,  the  County  Council  passed  the  following 
resolution  : —  & 

"  That  the  County  Council  make  a  lump  sum  grant  of  £500  towards  the  cost  of  the  water 
supply  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Pitton  and  Farley  on  the  understanding  that  such  grant 
completes  the  County  Council's  contribution  towards  the  scheme." 


Salisbury  and  Wilton  Rural  District :  Parish  of  Whiteparish. — Reference  was  made  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1936  to  the  water  scheme  for  this  Parish.  This  scheme  did  not,  however,  materialise, 
and  in  1938  the  Rural  District  Council  applied  to  the  County  Council  for  a  grant  in  respect  of  a 
fresh  scheme  which  provided  for  the  purchase  of  the  Cowesfield  Estate  Water  Undertaking.  In 
November,  1938,  the  County  Council  passed  the  following  resolution 

‘  That,  subject  to  the  County  Council’s  conditions  governing  contributions  towards 
water  supply  schemes  being  observed,  the  County  Council  make  a  contribution  of  25  per  cent, 
of  the  approved  annual  deficiency  on  the  cost  of  a  water  supply  scheme  for  the  Parish  of 
Whiteparish  to  the  Salisbury  and  Wilton  Rural  District  Council,  provided  the  District  Council 
make  an  equivalent  contribution  as  part  of  their  general  expenses." 


(2)  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS,  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  usual  inspections  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  County  and  other  possible  sources 
of  river  pollution  were  made  during  the  year,  mainly  in  the  summer  months,  and  the  conditions 
found  are  summarised  in  the  following  statement.  The  statement  includes  reference  to  any  Ministry 
of  Health  Inquiries  and  applications  under  Section  307  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  assist¬ 
ance  from  the  County  Council  towards  the  cost  of  rural  sewerage  schemes.  The  Analysts’  reports 
on  the  various  samples  which  were  submitted  for  examination  are  shown  in  the  tables  appearing 
on  pages  57  to  61. 
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Urban  Districts, 

The  disposal  works  of  the  undermentioned  Urban  Districts  were  found  to  be  giving  good 
effluents,  and  no  further  comment,  therefore,  appears  necessary  : — 

Bradford-on- Avon. 

Caine. 

Chippenham  (Patterdown) . 

Devizes  (Main  Works). 

Marlborough. 

Melksham. 

Salisbury  :  Main  Works. 

Harnham  Works. 

Swindon  :  Broome  Farm. 

Rodbourne. 

Trowbridge. 

Westbury. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  conditions  found  on  inspection  of  the  remaining  sewage  works  in  the 
Urban  Districts  is  given  below  : — 

Chippenham :  Westmead. — It  is  understood  that  several  unsuccessful  attempts  have  been  made 
to  repair  the  fractured  pipe  from  the  filter  beds  to  the  irrigation  area,  and  a  large  quantity  of  obviously 
poor  effluent  was  being  discharged  near  the  filter  beds.  A  sample  of  this  effluent  taken  as  it  entered 
the  river  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  bad. 

The  condition  of  these  works  is  recognised  by  the  Town  Council  as  quite  unsatisfactory,  and 
a  new  scheme  is  being  prepared  which  should  prevent  the  serious  river  pollution  which  is  undoubtedly 
occurring. 

Denizes  :  Breachfield  Works. — The  septic  tanks  had  been  cleaned  out,  but  neither  the  contact 
beds  nor  the  land  appeared  to  be  functioning  satisfactorily.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  land  plays 
very  much  part  in  purification  at  all,  and  new  channels  should  be  cut  to  prevent  the  effluent  running 
direct  from  the  contact  beds  to  the  ditch.  A  sample  of  effluent  was  taken,  and  was  reported  by  the 
Analysts  to  be  of  bad  quality  with  practically  no  nitration  and  a  very  unpleasant  smell. 

These  works  have  shown  unsatisfactory  results  for  some  time  past,  and  the  Town  Council  have 
now  decided  to  prepare  a  new  scheme  for  this  part  of  the  Borough. 

Malmesbury. — The  Borough  of  Malmesbury  has  no  sewage  purification  works,  and  at  the  time 
of  inspection,  black  fungus,  apparently  of  sewage  origin,  was  observed  in  various  parts  of  the  river, 
which  in  one  section  was  quite  stagnant. 

The  necessity  for  purification  works  is  now  recognised  by  the  Town  Council,  who  propose  to 
call  in  an  Engineer  to  prepare  a  scheme. 

Warminster :  (a)  Irrigation  Area. — Inspection  of  these  fields  showed  that  the  land  was  clean  and 
sewage  being  distributed  over  it  as  effectively  as  possible.  The  effluent,  however,  is  reported  by 
the  Analysts  to  be  poor  in  quality. 

(b)  Pumping  Station.— An  irrigation  area  lies  on  either  side  of  the  river  below  the  pumping 
station  and  deals  with  that  portion  of  the  crude  sewage  which  is  not  pumped  to  the  upper  works. 
This  area  provides  most  inadequate  purification,  and  at  the  time  of  inspection  crude  sewage  was 
observed  to  be  discharging  into  the  stream,  which  was  much  discoloured  at  this  point.  A  definite 
and  harmful  pollution  of  the  river  was  occurring. 
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In  view  of  the  increase  in  the  size  of  the  town  it  would  seem  that  the  above  conditions  cannot 
be  remedied  without  proper  re-orgamsation  of  the  whole  system. 


are 


The  Warminster  Urban  District  Council  have  taken  this 
calling  in  an  Engineer  to  prepare  a  scheme. 


matter  into  serious  consideration  and 


Rural  Districts. 


In  the  case  of  the  following  works,  no  river  pollution  has  been 
comment,  therefore,  appears  necessary  :  — 


found  to  occur,  and  no  further 


Amesbury. 

Bradford  and  Melksham  ... 
Caine  and  Chippenham  ... 


Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 


Highworth  . . . 


Holt. 

Box  :  (i)  Middle  Hill. 

(ii)  Eey  Council  Houses. 

Corsham  :  (i)  Row  Revel. 

(ii)  Gastard  Council  Houses. 
Uacock  :  (i)  Main  Works. 

(ii)  Bewley  Dane. 

Cricklade. 

Purton. 

Wootton  Bassett. 

Castle  Eaton. 

Chisledon. 

Eastrop. 

Hannington. 

Stratton  St.  Margaret. 

Westrop. 


•  4-C^  fuJEma.ry  t^ie  conditions  found  on  inspection  of  the  remaining  sewage  disposal  systems 

m  the  Rural  Districts  is  given  below  : — 

Amesbury.  On  the  8th  November,  1938,  an  Inquiry  was  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministrv 
or  Health  m  connection  with  the  Rural  District  Council’s  application  to  borrow  the  sum  of  /34  055 
for  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  contributory  places  of  Bulford  and  Durrington.  " 

Bradford  and  Melksham  :  (i)  Parish  of  Winsley.— -In  July  the  County  Council  agreed  to  make  a 
contribution  under  Section  307  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  towards  the  cost  of  a  sewerage  scheme 
tor  the  Parish  of  Winsley,  of  an  annual  sum  not  exceeding  50  per  cent,  of  the  approved  annual  net 
cost  after  deducting  a  sum  equal  to  the  product  of  a  rate  of  1/6  in  the  £  on  the  Parish,  subject  to 
the  District  Council  making  a  contribution  equal  to  that  of  the  County  Council,  and  observing"  the 
conditions  set  out  on  Page  48.  '  ^ 

.(ii)  r  Parish  of  Hilperton. — In  July  the  County  Council  also  agreed  to  make  a  contribution  under 
Section  307  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  towards  the  cost  of  the  extension  of  the  Trowbridge 
L  rban  District  sewers  to  take  the  sewage  of  the  Parish  of  Hilperton.  The  conditions  were  the  same 
as  for  the  Parish  of  Winsley,  except  that  in  addition  certain  stipulations  were  made  regarding  the 
development  of  land  served  by  certain  sections  of  the  sewer  and  the  possible  extension  of  the  adiotnin? 
Trowbridge  Urban  District.  J  g 


(iii)  Old  Court  Hotel. — The  position  remains  as  described  in  previous  Reports,  and  pollution 
of  the  River  Avon  from  these  premises  continues. 

(iv)  .  Village  of  Rimpley  Stoke. — No  further  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  prevent  the  pollution 
of  the  River  at  Rimpley  Stoke  by  domestic  sewage. 
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Caine  and  Chippenham . — (i)  A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  on  the  22nd  April,  1938, 
into  the  subject  matter  of  the  Rural  District  Council’s  application  for  consent  to  borrow  the  sum 
of  £22,350  for  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  contributory  place  of  Corsham. 

Earlier  in  the  year  the  Rural  District  Council  had  applied  to  the  County  Council  for  a  contribu¬ 
tion  under  Section  307  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  the  scheme,  but  the  application 
could  not  be  entertained  as  it  is  not  the  County  Council’s  practice  to  make  grants  towards  schemes 
where  the  cost  does  not  involve  a  sufficiently  heavy  charge  on  the  Parish  or  Parishes  concerned. 

(ii)  Box  :  Main  Works. — These  works  are  not  satisfactory,  and  crude  sewage  was  observed 
to  be  entering  the  Box  Brook.  Even  without  pumping  it  might  be  possible  to  improve  matters  by 
the  use  of  a  screen  and  septic  tank  before  land  irrigation.  The  Anafysts  reported  the  sample  taken 
to  be  of  bad  quality. 

(iii)  Corsham:  (a)  High  Level. — These  works  are  being  abandoned  under  the  new  scheme  which 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  commenced  in  about  two 
months  time.  There  was  an  unpleasant  smell  at  the  works,  but  the  Analysts  reported  that  the 
sample  of  effluent  taken  was  of  fair  quality.  (b)  Potley  Lane.— These  works  are  also  to  be 
abandoned  under  the  new  proposals.  At  the  time  of  inspection,  however,  the  rotary  .filter  at  the 
lower  works  was  not  functioning  properly,  and  a  sample  of  the  effluent  taken  at  the  entrance  to  the 
stream  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  of  very  bad  quality  and  greatly  in  excess  of  the  per¬ 
missible  standards  for  dissolved  oxygen  absorbed  and  suspended  solids. 

Devizes  :  County  Mental  Hospital.- — The  Hospital  is  equipped  with  a  very  up-to-date  sewage 
disposal  works,  and  a  sample  of  the  effluent  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  fair,  although  the 
dissolved  oxygen  absorbed  in  five  days  was  just  outside  the  limit.  There  was  little  nitration. 

Highworth  :  (i)  Havdon  Wick.- — One-half  of  the  irrigation  area  was  in  use  at  the  time  of  inspec¬ 
tion.  A  sample  of  effluent  taken  as  it  entered  the  main  outfall  carrier  of  the  works  was  reported 
by  the  Analysts  to  be  fair.  The  brook  skirting  the  works  showed  no  signs  of  pollution. 

(ii)  Wrought  on.— Since  extensive  new  works  are  in  progress  of  construction,  only  part  of  the 
irrigation  area  was  in  use.  A  sample  of  the  effluent  did  not  have  a  good  appearance  and  was  reported 
by  the  Analysts  to  be  very  poor. 

Mere  and  Tisbury  :  (i)  Mere  Main  Works.- — The  system  remains  the  same  as  described  on  pre¬ 
vious  inspections,  although  additional  filtering  material  has  been  provided  during  the  past  year. 
The  works  are  old  and  overloaded,  but  the  sewage  was  very  weak.  A  sample  of  the  effluent  taken 
from  the  outfall  into  the  stream  had  a  fairly  clear  appearance,  and  the  Analysts  reported  this  to 
be  a  poor  effluent. 


(ii)  Mere  Subsidiary  Works.— At  the  time  of  inspection  these  works  were  overloaded,  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  plant  was  not  functioning  properly.  A  sample  of  effluent  taken  from  the  outfall 
into  the  stream  was  slightly  discoloured  and  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  very  poor. 


(iii)  Tisbury. — The  system  remains  the  same  as  described  in  previous  years.  A  sample  of 
effluent  taken  from  the  outfall  into  the  stream  was  poor  in  appearance  and  reported  by  the  Analysts 
to  be  a  bad  one. 


(iv)  Hindon. — The  works  were  overloaded  and  a  sample  of  effluent  taken  at  the  outfall  into 
the  ditch  was  discoloured,  and  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  of  very  bad  quality. 


Pewsey  :  (i)  Council  Houses. — The  rotary  filter  was  not  operating,  and,  as  far  as  could  be  seen, 
it  had  not  been  in  use  for  some  considerable  time.  The  sewage  was  merely  receiving  treatment  in 
the  septic  tank  and  then  discharged  into  the  ditch.  A  sample  of  effluent  obtained  from  the  outfall 
into  the  ditch  was  badly  discoloured,  and  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  a  very  bad  one. 
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When  the  new  Pewsey  Sewage  Works  are  completed,  these  Council  Houses  will  be  connected 
but  it  will  be  six  months  before  this  can  be  done. 

(ii)  M.D.  Colony.  One  of  the  filter  beds  was  falling  down  at  the  edges,  with  the  result  that 
m  one  place  the  distributing  arms  discharged  beyond  the  filtering  media.  Nevertheless  the  sample 
taken  was  reported  upon  by  the  Analysts  to  be  of  fair  quality,  with  low  suspended  solids  and  good 
nitration.  These  works  will  be  discarded  when  the  new  Pewsey  scheme  is  available. 

Warminster  and  Westbury  :  (i)  Dilton  Marsh.— Since  the  last  inspection  certain  improvements 
have  been  made  to  these  works.  The  capacity  of  the  settling  tank  has  been  increased  to  600  gallons 
and  the  filter  distributor  and  clinker  have  been  renewed.  New  sludge  beds  have  also  been  con¬ 
structed.  The  works  generally  were  in  good  order,  but  it  is  understood  that  they  are  overloaded 
and  now  receive  sewage  from  40  Council  houses.  A  sample  of  the  effluent  obtained  from  the  outfall 
into  the  ditch  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  very  bad.  The  ditch  was  in  a  foul  condition. 

(ii)  Heywood  :  (a)  Old  Council  Houses. — These  works  were  exactly  the  same  as  noted  at  last 
yeai  s  inspection.  The  ditch  into  which  the  effluent  discharges  was  completely  overgrown  and 
therefore  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  a  sample.  (b)  New  Council  Houses.— These  works  were 
unchanged  and  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  a  sample  of  the  effluent,  as  the  ditch  into  which  it  dis- 
charges  was  completely  overgrown. 

(in).  North  Bradley  :  (a)  Council  Houses.— The  old  works  have  been  abolished,  and  new  works, 
comprising  a  settling  tank,  a  filter  bed  operated  by  a  tipper,  and  a  humus  chamber,  brought  into 
operation  on  the  2nd  August,  193S.  Four  additional  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  works 
making  a  total  of  fourteen  houses.  A  sample  of  effluent  taken  from  the  outfall  into  the  ditch  was 
reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  poor,  (b)  Drynham  Fane.— The  condition  of  these  works  was  precisely 
the  same  as  last  y  ear.  A  sample  of  the  effluent  taken  from  the  outfall  into  the  ditch  was  reported 
by  the  Analysts  to  be  poor.  The  ditch  was  in  a  very  foul  state. 

(iv)  Southwick  :  (a)  Frome  Road  (Council  Houses). — These  works  comprise  a  settling  tank 
and  filter  bed,  the  latter  being  completely  ineffective.  A  sample  of  the  effluent,  which  was  badly 
discoloured,  w  as  taken  from  the  outfall  into  the  ditch  and  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  very 
bad.  (b)  Bradley  Road  (Council  Houses). — These  works  were  in  exactly  the  same  condition  as  last 
year.  The  ditch  into  which  the  effluent  discharges  was  in  a  foul  state,  but  it  was  impracticable 
to  obtain  a  sample. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Warminster  and  Westbury  Rural  District  Council  have  decided  to 
provide  sewerage  schemes  for  the  Parishes  of  North  Bradley,  vSouthwick  and  Dilton  Marsh. 


War  Office  Disposal  Systems. 

No  river  pollution  was  found  to  be  occurring  from  the  undermentioned  works,  and  further  com¬ 
ment,  therefore,  appears  unnecessary  : — 

Highworth  Rural  District  .  Chisledon  Camp. 

Pewsey  Rural  District .  Netheravon  Camp  : 

(i)  Harefield  North. 

(ii)  Harefield  East. 

Enford  Camp. 

Comment  is  desirable  in  respect  of  the  following  : — 

Devizes  Rural  :  Devizes  Barracks. — During  the  last  year  the  samples  taken  by  the  Military 
Authorities  from  these  works  have  not  been  good.  New  clinker  has  been  placed  on  the  surface  of 
the  contact  beds,  but  the  sample  taken  to-day  had  a  poor  appearance  and  bad  smell.  The  Analysts 
reported  that  it  was  a  bad  effluent  giving  figures  many  times  in  excess  of  those  allowed  by  the 
Royal  Commission  standards. 
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Pewsey  Rural  :  Netheravon  Camp  :  New  Buildings. — The  media  in  the  filter  beds  had  been 
entirely  renewed,  the  work  having  been  completed  on  7th  July,  1938.  The  filter  effluent  is  conveyed 
through  a  pipe  to  a  land  irrigation  area,  close  to  the  river,  which  is  a  distinct  improvement  on  the 
previous  arrangement.  A  sample  of  the  effluent  taken  as  it  left  the  filter  bed  and  before  land  treat¬ 
ment  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  of  fair  quality. 

(ii)  Harefield  South. — A  sample  of  effluent  was  taken  at  the  point  where  land  irrigation  com¬ 
menced,  and  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  of  bad  quality  with  an  offensive  smell.  The  land 
over  which  it  was  to  be  discharged  had  been  cleared  for  a  considerable  area,  but  more  remained  to 
be  done,  and  since  it  finds  its  way  to  a  stream  used  by  cattle  for  drinking,  the  position  is  not  really 
satisfactory. 

In  both  the  cases  in  which  bad  effluents  were  reported,  the  Military  Authorities  have  promised 
to  take  action  in  order  to  prevent  river  pollution  in  the  future. 


Trade  Eefruents. 


In  the  following  works,  no  river  pollution  has  been  found  to  occur  according  to  the  standard 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal,  and  further  comment,  therefore,  appears  unnecessary. 


Warminster  Urban  District 

Amesbury  Rural  District 

Bradford  and  Melksham  Rural  District 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  Rural 
Mere  and  Tisbury  Rural  District  ... 


Milk  Factory. 

Shrewton  Taundry. 

Holt  Tannery. 

Staverton  Milk  Factor}^. 
Tatton  Milk  Factory. 
Semley  Milk  Factory. 


Comment,  however,  is  desirable  in  respect  of  the  following  systems  : — 

Caine  Borough  :  Flour  Mill. — Pollution  of  the  river  was  taking  place  from  a  discharge  of  effluent 
from  a  barley  washing  machine.  This  machine  is  fitted  with  a  screen  in  order  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  possible,  suspended  matter  being  discharged  into  the  river.  A  sample  of  effluent  obtained  from 
the  outfall  pipe  was  somewhat  discoloured  and  contained  an  appreciable  amount  of  suspended 
matter.  The  Analysts  reported  that  the  effluent  was  a  bad  one,  the  solids  in  suspension  in  particular 
being  nearly  twenty  times  the  standard.  It  is  understood  that  this  mill  will  be  closing  down  shortly. 


Malmesbury  Borough  :  Milk  Factory.— The  effluent  from  these  premises  was  slightly  milky, 
and  analysis  of  a  sample  of  the  effluent  gave  a  very  bad  result.  This  factory  closed  down  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1938. 


Westbury  Urban  District :  Cheese  Factory.— One  of  the  filter  beds  is  being  rebuilt  at  the  present 
time.  With  this  exception  the  construction  and  management  of  the  plant  remains  as  before.  The 
sample  of  effluent  obtained  had  a  fairly  clear  appearance,  but  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be 
poor.  It  is  understood  that  Dr.  Parker,  of  the  Water  Pollution  Research  Board,  has  been  advising 
the  firm  on  the  question  of  improving  the  quality  of  the  effluent,  and  as  a  result,  certain  improve¬ 
ments  are  to  be  made  to  the  plant  almost  immediately. 

Colne  and  Chippenham  Rural  District :  (i)  Paper  Mills. — The  effluent  from  these  mills  passes 
through  a  series  of  lagoons  before  discharging  into  the  brook.  The  Adka  Savall  apparatus  which 
is  used  in  connection  with  certain  processes  was  not  operating  at  the  time  of  the  inspection.  A 
sample  of  effluent  obtained  at  the  outfall  into  the  brook  had  a  fairly  clear  appearance,  and  was 
reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  fair,  although  the  dissolved  oxygen  absorbed  in  five  days  was  just 
outside  the  limit. 

(ii)  Rag  Mills. — The  effluent  from  these  mills  passes  through  a  series  of  lagoons  and  then  through 
filter  beds  before  discharging  into  the  brook.  A  sample  of  effluent  obtained  at  the  outfall  into  the 
brook  was  slightly  discoloured,  and  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  poor,  the  dissolved  oxygen 
absorbed  in  five  days  being  about  six  times  the  allowable  figure. 


Salisbury  and  If  ilton  Rural  District :  (i)  Bacon  Factory,  Downton. — The  system  of  purification 
adopted  here  is  underground,  and  it  is  impossible  to  see  the  size  of  the  tanks  and  filters  in  use.  The 
general  impression  gained,  however,  was  that  they  were  a  good  deal  too  small.  The  effluent,  which 
was  being  discharged  into  a  little  channel  leading  directly  into  the  river,  was  composed  of  a  dark 
reddish  fluid  of  most  unpleasant  appearance.  A  sample  was  taken,  and  has  been  reported  by  the 
Analysts  to  be  of  bad  quality  with  suspended  solids  and  dissolved  oxygen  absorbed  greatly  in  excess 
of  the  limits  allowed.  Improvements  are  being  undertaken  at  these  works,  and  a  further  visit  will 
be  paid  when  these  have  been  completed. 

(ii)  Slaughterhouses,  Stratford-sub-Castle. — In  consequence  of  complaints  received,  these  pre¬ 
mises  have  been  kept  under  observation  for  several  months.  Samples  of  effluent  have  been  taken, 
but  from  the  reports  of  the  Analysts,  it  does  not  appear  that  pollution  of  the  river,  according  to 
the  standards  of  the  Royal  Commission,  is  occurring.  These  premises  will,  of  course,  continue  to 
be  kept  under  close  observation. 

Warminster  and  Westbury  Rural  District :  (i)  Tannery,  Westbury  Eeigh. — The  position  is  much 
the  same  as  described  in  the  last  report,  except  that  the  effluent  now  has  a  continuous  flow  through 
the  lagoons  and  then  discharges  direct  into  the  stream.  The  Chemist  has  been  experimenting  further 
with  chemical  precipitation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  the  new  electric  pump  is  installed,  which 
will  enable  a  regular  flow  to  be  maintained,  a  better  effluent  will  be  produced.  A  sample  of 
effluent  was  taken  from  the  outfall  into  the  stream,  and  was  reported  by  the  Analysts  to  be  bad. 

(ii)  Glove  Factory,  Hawkeridge. — As  reported  previously,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  combined 
effluent,  as  the  three  processes  of  manufacture  operate  at  different  times.  The  effluents  discharge 
into  a  drain  which  is  connected  to  the  culverted  section  of  the  stream.  Samples  of  each  of  the  three 
effluents  were  taken  and  the  Analysts  reported  as  follows  : — Dyeing  Process  Effluent,  Highly  pollut¬ 
ing  ;  Fat  Eiquoring  Effluent,  Highly  polluting  ;  Chroming  Effluent,  Very  polluting.  The^  firm  in 
question  have  stated  that  they  will  take  practical  steps  as  soon  as  they  have  evolved  a  satisfactory 
scheme. 


Special  Note  on  Pollution  of  River  Biss  and  River  Avon. 

The  pollution  of  the  River  Biss  has  been  receiving  attention  for  many  years,  and  early  in  1938 
conditions  were  so  bad  that  the  County  Council  had  authorised  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  consent  to  proceedings  being  instituted  under  Section  4  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act, 
1876,  against  the  owners  of  a  cloth  mill  and  mattress  factory  respectively. 

Considerable  attention  was  consequently  devoted  to  this  problem  by  officials  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  and  later  in  the  year  it  became  clear  that  owing  to  the  steps  taken  by  the 
factory  owners,  the  discharge  of  trade  effluents  into  the  river  had  largely  ceased. 

The  river  is  still,  of  course,  being  kept  under  close  observation,  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  stream  is  being  maintained. 


The  condition  of  the  River  Avon  in  the  Melksham  neighbourhood  was  much  the  same  as  that  of 
the  Biss,  and  in  this  case  also  the  County  Council  authorised  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
the  consent  to  proceedings  being  instituted  under  Section  4  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention 
Act,  1876,  against  the  owners  of  a  flour  mill,  two  milk  factories  and  a  feather  factory. 

Officials  of  the  Public  Health  Department  have  devoted  much  time  to  this  problem,  and  it 
became  clear  later  in  the  year  that  legal  proceedings  could  be  held  in  abeyance  for  the  time  being, 
for  the  following  reasons  : — 

Flour  Mill. — The  owners  stated  definitely  that  they  would  be  closing  the  mill  shortly. 

Two  Milk  Factories. — A  considerable  improvement  in  the  effluents  from  these  factories  was 
reported  by  the  Analysts. 
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Feather  Factory.— The  owners  of  this  factory  are  endeavouring  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  Urban  District  Council  for  the  effluent  to  be  taken  into  the  public  sewer. 

A  close  watch  is  being  maintained  on  the  condition  of  the  river,  and  frequent  visits  are  paid 
to  all  the  premises. 


Although  reference  is  made  in  the  foregoing  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiries  during  the  year 
and  to  contributions  from  the  County  Council  to  Rural  District  Councils  towards  the  cost  of  sewerage 
schemes,  for  convenience  a  brief  summary  under  these  two  heads  is  given  below  : — - 

Inquiries. 

Amesbury  Rural  District.  ...  ...  ...  Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £34,055  for 

8th  November,  1938.  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for 

the  contributory  places  of  Bulford  and  Dur- 
rington. 

Caine  and  Chippenham  Rural  District.  ...  Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £22,350  for 
22nd  April,  1938.  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the 

contributory  place  of  Corsham. 

Contributions  from  the  County  Councir. 

Bradford  and  Melksham  Rural  District.  In  July,  1938,  the  County  Council  passed  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions  : — 

(a)  Parish  of  Winsley. — That  the  County  Council  make  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  a 
sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Winsley,  of  an  annual  sum  not  exceeding  50  per  cent,  of 
the  approved  annual  net  cost  after  deducting  a  sum  equal  to  the  product  of  a  rate  of  1/6  in  the  £ 
on  the  Parish,  subject  to  the  District  Council  making  a  contribution  equal  to  that  of  the  County 
Council. 

(b)  Parish  of  Hilperton.- — That  the  County  Council  make  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of 
a  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Hilperton,  of  an  annual  sum  not  exceeding  50  per  cent,  of  the 
approved  annual  net  cost,  after  deducting  a  sum  equal  to  the  product  of  a  rate  of  1/6  in  the  £  upon 
the  Parish,  subject  (i)  to  the  District  Council  making  a  contribution  equal  to  that  of  the  County 
Council  ;  (ii)  to  the  District  Council  deferring  for  the  present  the  construction  of  the  lengths  of 
sewer  between  manholes  35-36,  54-56  and  38-45  shewn  on  the  plan,  and  that  before  any  work  is 
carried  out  on  these  sections,  the  District  Council  shall  obtain  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  from 
the  developers  of  the  lands  served  by  these  sections  of  the  sewer  ;  and  (iv)  to  the  County  Council’s 
grant  being  withdrawn  if  at  any  future  date  the  lands  served  by  the  sewer  are  included  in  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  Trowbridge  Urban  District,  the  amount  of  grant  in  respect  of  any  sewers  remaining  in  the  Rural 
District  to  be  then  subject  to  reconsideration. 

The  assistance  towards  sewerage  works  in  the  two  Parishes  of  the  Bradford  and  Melksham 
Rural  District  mentioned  above  were  made  under  the  new  conditions  attaching  to  grants  which 
were  adopted  by  the  County  Council  in  May  last  as  follows  : — 

(1)  That  contributions  be  limited  to  approved  schemes  in  rural  parishes. 

(2)  That  no  contribution  be  made  towards  expenditure  which  has  already  been  incurred. 

(3)  The  contribution  to  be  made  by  the  County  Council  shall  be  an  annual  sum  not  exceeding 
50  per  cent,  of  the  approved  annual  net  cost  after  deducting  a  sum  equal  to  the  product 
of  a  rate  of  1/6  in  the  £  on  the  parish  or  parishes  served  by  the  scheme,  provided  that  the 
District  Council  shall  make  a  contribution  equal  to  that  of  the  County  Council. 

(4)  The  County  Council  may,  at  their  discretion,  contribute  their  proportion  of  the  net  cost 
by  a  lump  sum  payment. 


SCHOOLS. 


Reference  to  the  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  schools,  etc.,  is  made  in  my  current 
Annual  Report  as  School  Medical  Officer,  and  mention  here  appears  to  be  unnecessary. 


Summary  of  Analysts’  Reports  on  Effluents  from  the  various  Sewage  Systems  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  taken  during  the  year  1938 
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Summary  of  Analysts’  Reports  on  Effluents  from  the  various  Sewage  Disposal  Systems  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  taken  during  the  year  1938. 
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Summary  of  Analysts’  Reports  on  Samples  taken  in  connection  with  the  investigations  into  Pollution  o?  the  River  Avon  at  Melksham  and  the  River  Biss 

at  Trowbridge. 
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HOUSING. 


HOUSING  (RURAE  WORKERS)  ACTS,  1926  and  1931. 

The  object  of  these  Acts  is  to  assist  in  securing  improvement  of  housing  conditions  for  agri¬ 
cultural  labourers  and  other  country  workers  by  facilitating  the  re-conditioning  of  old  houses  in 
such  a  way  as  to  bring  them  up  to  modern  standards  of  comfort  and  sanitation,  and  by  the  conver¬ 
sion  into  dwellings  of  buildings  not  previously  used  for  that  purpose.  To  this  end  these  Acts  provide 
for  assistance  both  by  grants  and  loans  to  be  made  available  by  Eocal  Authorities  to  owners  who 
are  willing  to  undertake  the  carrying  out  of  approved  work.  In  the  case  of  Wiltshire,  the  authority 
for  the  Acts  is  the  County  Council. 


Since  the  original  Act  came  into  operation  in  January,  1927,  application  for  grants  or  loans 
have  been  received  by  the  County  Council  in  respect  of  959  dwellings,  although  189  of  the  applica¬ 
tions  were  subsequently  withdrawn  or  refused.  One  hundred  and  forty-five  applications  were  made 
during  the  year  1938. 

The  financial  assistance  promised  by  the  County  Council  up  to  31st  December,  1938,  amounted 
to  £69,760,  of  which  £56,809  had  been  actually  paid  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  Act  the  following  houses  have  been  renovated  or  renovations 
have  been  commenced  : — 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury 


23 


Parishes. 

Allington 
Amesbury 
Great  Durnford 
Idmiston 
Shrewton 

Winterbourne  Earls 
Winterbourne  Stoke 
Woodford 


No.  of  Houses. 

1 

1 

3 

7 

3 

2 

r-' 

O 

1 


Bradford  and  Melksham  ...  ...  Hilperton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Melksham  Without  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Monkton  Farleigh  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Wingfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

- 15 

Caine  and  Chippenham  ...  ...  Bremhill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Caine  Without  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cherhill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Christian  Malford  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Compton  Bassett  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Heddington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hilmarton  ...  *  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Kington  Tangle}^  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Eacock  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eangley  Burrell  Without  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nettleton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

North  Wraxall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sutton  Benger  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Yatton  Keynell  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


45 
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Rural  Districts.  Parishes. 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  ...  Broad  Town 

Eydiard  Millicent 
Tydiard  Tregoze 
Eyneham 

Purton  . 

Purton  Stoke  . . . 
Tockenham 
Wootton  Bassett 


Devizes  . All  Cannings  . 

Beechingstoke  ... 
Bishops  Cannings 
Bromham 
Easterton 
Etchilhampton  ... 

Great  Cheverell 
Marden 

Market  Eavington 
Marston 

Patney . 

Potterne 

Poulshot 

Rowde . 

Stanton  St.  Bernard  . 

Stert  . 

Urchfont 

West  Eavington 

Worton . 


Highworth  .  Blunsdon  . 

Chiseldon 

Haydon  Wick  ...  . 

Highworth  . 

Eyddington  . 

Wanborough  ...  . 

Malmesbury . Brinkworth  . 

Crudwell  . 

Dauntsey  . 

Great  Somerford 
Hankerton 

1  /  c  a.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Enckington 

Minety . 

Oaksey  ... 

St.  Paul,  Malmesbury  Without 
Sherston 


No.  of  Houses. 

3 

1 

2 

10 

2 

1 

3 

1 


13 
1 

10 

5 

14 
9 

11 

3 

19 

1 

2 

4 
17 
12 
13 

2 

8 

11 

8 


163 


11 

2 

1 

12 

11 

5 


6 

16 

2 

5 

2 

4 

4 

5 
7 
1 
4 


56 
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Rural  Districts.  Parishes. 

Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  ...  Aldbourne 

Avebury 
Grafton  ... 

Great  Bedwyn  ... 

Ham 

Bit  tie  Bedwyn  ... 

Mildenhall 

Ogbourne 

Ramsbury 

Savernake 

Shalbourne 

Tidcombe  with  Fosbury 
Winterbourne  Monkton 
West  Overton  ... 


Mere  and  Tisbury 


Pewsey 


Salisbury  and  Wilton 


Berwick  St.  John 
Chilmark 

Donhead  St.  Andrew  ... 
Donhead  St.  Mary 
East  Knoyle 
Hindon  ... 

Kilmington 

Mere 

Stourton  with  Gaspar 
Sutton  Mandeville 
Teftont  ... 

Tisbury  ... 

Tollard  Royal  ... 

West  Knoyle 

Alton 

Charlton  . 

Collingbourne  Kingston 
Easton  ... 

Enford  ... 

Eudgershall 
Milton 
Pewsey  ... 

Wilcot 

Woodborough  ... 

Alderbury 
Barford  St.  Martin 
Berwick  St.  James 
Bishopstone 
Bowerchalke 
Britford 
Broadchalke 
Charlton  All  Saints 
Clarendon  Park 
Coombe  Bissett 
Dinton  ... 

Downton 

Ebbesbourne  Wake 
Fovant  ... 

Great  Wishford 


No.  of  Houses. 
6 
4 

1 

1 

9 

jLJ 

8 

1 

7 

11 

1 

6 

2 

4 

3 


1 

6 

3 

3 

4 
16 

4 

8 

6 

2 

2 

7 

1 

1 


2 

4 

2 

4 
2 
1 

5 

5 

3 
1 

- 29 

4 
2 

3 

4 
19 

1 

1 

1 

4 

6 
1 

17 

2 

1 

2 
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Rural  Districts. 

Parishes. 

No.  of  Houses. 

Salisbury  and  Wilton — contd. 

. . .  Grimstead 

Netherhampton 

•  ••  •••  •  •  •  ^ 

Pitton  and  Farley 

Redlynch 

9 

South  Newton  ... 

Steeple  Langford 

Whiteparish  . 

Winterslow 

K 

Wylye  . 

•••  •**  •••  8 

-  103 

Warminster  and  Westbury  ... 

...  Boyton . 

Bulkington  . 

...  ...  ...  7 

Chapmanslade . 

•••  •••  •••  2 

Chitterne 

Codford . 

...  ...  ...  17 

Dilton  Marsh 

Q 

Heytesbury 

•••  •••  •••  2 

Heywood  . 

•••  •••  3 

Hinton . 

Keevil  . 

7 

North  Bradley 

• • •  •••  •••  2 

Southwick 

Q 

Steeple  Ashton . 

3 

Stockton 

5 

Sutton  Veny 

.  7 

Upton  Uovel 

•••  •••  2 

West  Ashton 

•  • •  •••  •  •  •  3 

76 

Urban  Districts  : — 

Westbury 

*  •  •  •  2 

698 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

An  important  change  in  the  administration  of  the  County  Council’s  duties  in  regard  to  veterinary 
control  was  effected  by  the  Agriculture  Act  of  1937,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  April,  1938.  On 
that  date  the  Council’s  whole-time  veterinary  staff  was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  Owing,  however,  to  a  serious  epidemic  of  Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  the  work  of 
the  staff  was  practically  at  a  standstill  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  particularly  as 
four  Veterinary  Officers  were  loaned  for  most  of  this  period  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  in 
any  case,  little  ordinary  veterinary  work  was  possible. 

A  Divisional  Office  of  the  Ministry  has  been  established  in  Trowbridge,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
record  the  complete  co-operation  that  exists  between  that  office  and  the  Public  Health  Department. 
Mr.  S.  V.  Golledge,  who  had  been  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  since  1930,  was  appointed  Divisional 
Inspector  under  the  Ministry,  but  resigned  his  post  on  the  31st  August,  1938.  The  vacancy  has 
now  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Capt.  J.  A.  McCutcheon. 

In  April,  the  County  Council  appointed  Mr.  R.  H.  Wigmore,  Senior  Assistant  County  Health 
Inspector  for  Essex,  as  County  Sanitary  Inspector  with  duties  mainly  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  Milk  Acts  and  Orders.  In  order  to  become  acquainted  with  the  County  and 
to  bring  the  County  Register  of  Cowkeepers  up  to  date,  Mr.  Wigmore  visited  all  the  Focal  Sanitary 
Authorities.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  numerous  discrepancies  were  discovered  in  the  local 
registers,  and  in  one  instance,  no  less  than  250  cowkeepers,  appearing  in  the  County  Register  and 
regularly  inspected  by  the  County  Veterinary  Staff,  were  not  registered  with  the  local  authority. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  now  agreed  to  undertake  quarterly  veterinary  inspection  of 
all  herds  supplying  milk  under  the  Milk-in-Schools  Scheme  and  the  County  Council’s  Scheme  for 
the  supply  of  milk  to  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  for  Infants. 

As  an  additional  safeguard  under  the  Milk-in-Schools  Scheme,  all  sources  of  supply  have  been 
submitted  to  biological  examination.  In  only  one  instance,  where  the  milk  came  from  an  Accredited 
Herd,  was  the  milk  found  to  be  tuberculous.  The  necessary  investigation  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  was  completed  after  the  year  closed,  and  the  result  will  be  included  in  my  Report  for  1939. 

Laboratory  Work. 

The  testing  of  milk  samples  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  of  pasteurised  milk  for  the 
phosphatase  and  bacterial  count,  has  been  continued  at  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Salisbury 
General  Infirmary. 

All  samples  submitted  to  the  biological  test  (apart  from  pasteurised  milk  which  has  failed  the 
phosphatase  test)  are  from  single  farm  supplies,  and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  select  these  farms 
in  order  to  make  the  sampling  as  widespread  and  effective  as  possible. 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  scheme,  all  samples  of  milk  from  individual  cows  are 
examined  by  the  veterinary  inspectors  themselves  microscopically  and  only  sent  to  the  Laboratory 
if  negative.  Group  samples  are,  of  course,  not  submitted  to  microscopical  examination  but  sent 
direct  to  the  Laboratory. 

Statistics. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  much  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  information  with  regard  to  veterinary  work  in  connection  with  milk. 

Included  in  these  figures  is  the  small  amount  of  work  performed  in  the  first  months  of  the  year 
when  the  veterinary  staff  was  under  the  County  Council. 
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(A)  Designated  Miek. 


During  the  year  under  review,  916  licences 
for  Tuberculin  Tested  and  799  for  Accredited, 
to  123  and  830  respectively. 


were  granted  to  produce  designated  milk,  117  being 
At  the  time  of  writing,  the  numbers  have  increased 


•  1  C0mp^ris0n  of  figures  in  tire  following  table  shows  the  growth  in  the  number  of  licenc 

issued  annually  since  the  inception  m  1935  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  Accredited  Milk  Scheme. 


licences 


Licences  Granted. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

Tuberculin  Tested . 

— 

— 

21 

100 

117 

Accredited . 

D 

473 

594 

671 

799 

Totae  . 

5 

473 

615 

771 

916 

•m 

According  to  the  latest  available  figures,  the  milch  cow  population  of  the  County  is  97  562  and 
the  number  of  registered  milk  producers  approximately  3,450.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  36  783 

cows  (5,173  T.T.  and  31,610  Accredited),  or  almost  38  per  cent,  of  the  total  cow  population,  are  in 
herds  licensed  to  produce  designated  milk. 


Tv  enty  fiv e  herds  in  the  County  hold  Attested  Certificates  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

In  the  summer,  Mr.  T.  A.  Hole,  Milk  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  paid  a  visit  to  the 
unfy  to  enquire  into  the  administration  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  As  a  result 
of  this  survey,  the  Ministry  suggested  that  the  Council  should  make  certain  changes  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  routine,  and  these  suggestions  have  since  been  the  subject  of  consideration  by  the  Milk 
Committee.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Ministry  expressed  the  view  that  the  arrangements 

made  by  the  Council  for  the  exercise  of  their  functions  as  Licensing  Authority  are  in  general  satis¬ 
factory. 


(i)  Tuberculin-Tested  Herds. — One  hundred  and  thirty-three  herds  were  clinically  examined, 
involving  10,337  cows.  No  case  of  tuberculosis  was  discovered,  but  41  cows  affected  with  diseases 
scheduled  under  the  Order  were  immediately  isolated.  The  percentage  of  animals  affected  was 
0.4,  compared  with  1.8  in  1937,  1.9  in  1936,  3.5  in  1935  and  4.6  in  1934. 

The  number  of  cattle  tuberculin  tested  was  9,121,  and  of  these,  there  were  439  reactors. 


(ii)  Accredited  Herds. — The  quarterly  examinations  of  these  herds  were  continued,  and  the 
following  table  shows  the  work  accomplished  : — 


Herds  Inspected. 

Cattle  Examined. 

Dealt  with  under  the  Tuber cidosis 
Order. 

2,169 

94,599 

127 
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Two  thousand,  two  hundred  and  thirty- two  cows  showed  evidence  of  conditions,  other  than 
tuberculosis,  scheduled  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  and  their  isolation  was  required, 
together  with  the  exclusion  of  the  milk  from  the  graded  supply.  Details  of  these  diseases  are  as 
follows  :• — 


Clinical  tuberculosis  (not  within  the  scope  of  the  Tuberculosis 

Order)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Indurated  udder  ... 

Enlarged  supramammary  glands 
Mastitis  :  Marked  ...  ...  885  (558) 

Slight  ...  ...  851  (869) 


Abscess  of  udder  ... 
Retained  placenta  ... 
Suppurating  udder 
Septic  uterus 
Other  infection 


The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1937. 


115 

(35) 

185 

(158) 

8 

(4) 

1736 

(1427) 

18 

(6) 

24 

(4) 

26 

(18) 

27 

(5) 

93 

(97) 

2232 

(1754) 

Of  a  total  of  2,169  herds  inspected,  1,108  were  found  to  be  completely  free  from  scheduled 
disease. 


(Hi)  Pasteurisation. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  to  the  March  Meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  who 
forwarded  it  to  the  Ministry  of  Health : — 


“A  recent  complaint  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  that  pasteurised  milk 
from  Wiltshire  used  under  the  Milk-in-Schools  Scheme  in  another  County  was  found  to  be  tuber¬ 
culous,  has  given  rise  to  a  review  of  the  present  position,  both  with  regard  to  pasteurisation  and 
veterinary  inspection. 


Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  the  licensing  of  pasteurisation  plants  is  a 
matter  for  the  various  Eocal  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  County  in  whose  areas  the  plants  are 
situated. 

Pasteurised  milk,  however,  is  also  the  direct  concern  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  widely  used  under  the  Milk-in-Schools  Scheme. 

Investigations,  therefore,  were  made  with  regard  to  the  output  of  the  seven  known  pasteurising 
plants  in  the  County,  including  the  plant  giving  rise  to  the  Kent  complaint  and  other  plants  sending 
milk  wholesale  to  Eondon  and  elsewhere. 

The  reports  received  from  the  Salisbury  Eaboratory  on  the  phosphatase  test  of  these  samples 
showed  that  four  out  of  the  seven  plants  were  producing  milk  that  was  inadequately  pasteurised.  One 
of  the  firms  which  produced  adequately  pasteurised  milk  had  been  found  earlier  in  the  year  to  be 
producing  inadequately  pasteurised  milk,  and  this  firm,  as  a  result  of  complaints,  had  installed  an 
entirely  new  plant.  One  of  the  unsatisfactory  milks  was  from  the  plant  with  reference  to  which 
the  investigation  was  begun. 

The  results  were  communicated  to  the  local  officials  concerned,  although  the  County  Council 
has  no  legal  standing  with  regard  to  the  control  of  the  plants.  Investigations  followed,  and  in 
various  instances  the  help  of  the  County  Staff  was  sought. 
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Lntil  recently,  however,  it  would  appear  that  sufficient  attention  has  not  always  been  given 
to  the  very  important  matter  of  supervising  and  licensing  of  pasteurising  plants  in  the  County 
though  this  is  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  circumstances.  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  Local  Sanitary 
Authorities  have  an  enormous  amount  of  work  covering  a  wide  field,  and  pasteurising  plants  exist 
only  in  comparatively  few  local  sanitary  areas.  Consequently  it  is  too  much  to  expect  that  local 
sanitary  inspectors  can  invariably  have  either  the  available  time  or  the  special  experience  for  super¬ 
vision  of  pasteurisation  though  admirable  work  is  being  done  here  and  there  by  local  inspectors 
On  the  other  hand,  where  a  sanitary  inspector  is  available  on  the  staff  of  the  County  Council  the 
opportunity  for  such  work  will  always  be  open  to  him,  as  pasteurisation  plants  exist  in  all  Counties 
and  he  is,  therefore,  able  to  make  a  speciality  of  pasteurisation. 

Veterinary  Inspection. 

t  p  to  the  time  that  the  County  staff  of  whole-time  veterinary  officers  was  taken  over  bv  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the  progress  in  eliminating  cows  producing  tuberculous  milk  was  encouraging 
and  increasingly  efficient,  though  of  course  it  was  never  anticipated  that  veterinary  and  bacteriological 
examination  would  secure  the  complete  elimination  of  such  cows. 

Whilst  accredited  farms  received  veterinary  inspection  quarterly  as  required  under  the  Order 
the  non-accredited  farms  constituting  73  per  cent,  were  receiving  veterinary  inspection  every  seven 
months,  and  this  period  would  have  been  reduced  to  six  months  when  the  enlargement  of  the  veterin¬ 
ary  staff  was  fully  operative. 

Since  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  took  over  the  staff,  the  veterinary  examination  of  Accredited 
and  T.T.  herds  has,  of  course,  been  maintained.  The  veterinary  inspection  of  unlicensed  herds, 
however,  among  which  are  the  most  unsatisfactory  herds  in  the  County,  has  fallen  off  very  seriously 

and  during  the  latter  part  of  1938  was  represented  by  an  inspection  at  the  rate  of  once  every  three 
years. 

It  has,  of  course,  been  urged  that  the  infrequency  of  these  inspections  is  largely  due  to  the 
difficulties  inherent  in  the  first  stages  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  new  scheme  of  veterinary 
work.  On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  whereas  the  County  Council  staff  were 
devoted  entirely  to  the  safeguarding  of  milk  from  the  health  point  of  view,  the  work  of  the  Ministry 
is  devoted  to  the  health  of  farm  animals  generally  and  not  specifically  to  milk,  so  that  there  is  no 
longer  a  definite  specialisation  as  was  the  case  under  the  County  Scheme. 

This  point  was  made  clear  by  the  Ministry  at  a  conference  with  representatives  from  the  County 
on  the  12th  January,  1938,  when  it  was  stated  that  the  Ministry’s  veterinary  service  will  not,  apart 
from  special  investigations,  be  concerned  with  the  investigation  into  milk  as  a  public  health  matter 
but  only  as  an  indication  of  the  health  of  the  animals  concerned. 

Another  feature  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  veterinary  scheme  is  that  apparently  owing  . 
to  lack  of  sufficient  whole-time  officers,  a  large  amount  of  veterinary  work  is  done  by  private  veterin¬ 
ary  practitioners. 

^  The  above  points  with  reference  to  the  work  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  are  merely  statements 
of  fact,  and  are,  of  course,  not  to  be  understood  as  any  reflection  at  all  upon  the  local  veterinary 
staff  of  the  Ministry,  who  are  dealing  with  a  new  situation  to  the  best  of  their  ability  and  to  whom 
the  County  Public  Health  Department  is  indebted  for  the  closest  co-operation  and  assistance  at 
all  times. 

General. 

The  above  statements  have  no  reference  to  the  question  of  cleanliness  of  milk  which  is  certainly 
being  assured  on  an  increasingly  wide  scale  by  the  work  of  the  Agricultural  Organiser  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order.  But  cleanliness  and  freedom  from  infection  are  not  necessarily 
the  same  thing,  and  if  less  reliance  can  now  be  placed  on  veterinary  inspection,  it  is  of  all  the  greater 
importance  that  pasteurisation  should  be  efficient. 
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Consequently  it  is  highly  desirable  that  supervision  of  pasteurisation  plants  should  be  more 
effective  than  has  been  the  case  in  this  County.  The  licensing  of  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
and  Accredited  milk  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council.  If  the  position  were  the  same  in  the 
case  of  pasteurised  milk,  supervision  of  pasteurisation  could  be  maintained  b}r  an  officer  with  suffi¬ 
cient  regular  practice  to  ensure  his  efficiency.” 


(B)  Routine  Inspection  of  Non-Design ated  Herds. 

Very  little  work  has  been  performed  under  this  head  during  the  year.  During  the  first  three 
months,  the  County  Staff  were  occupied  with  Foot-and-Mouth  Disease  work,  and  since  the  1st  April, 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  have  made  little  headway,  the  only  farms  regularly  inspected  being  those 
suppfying  milk  under  the  Milk-in-Schools  Scheme  and  for  Expectant  Mothers  and  Infants. 


The  following  table  shows 

the  work  accomplished  — 

Herds  Inspected. 

Cattle  Examined. 

Dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order. 

629 

14,435 

38 

When  it  is  pointed  out  that  the  County  Veterinary  Staff  examined  over  74,000  cattle  in  non- 
graded  herds  in  1937,  it  will  be  seen  how  the  work  has  fallen  off  recently. 


(C)  Action  Taken  on  Report  by  Outside  Authorities  on  Finding  Tuber cueous  Miek. 

Under  Section  VIII  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  local  authorities  are 
empowered  to  take  samples  of  milk  consigned  to  them  from  outside  areas.  If  on  examination  any 
of  the  samples  is  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli,  notice  to  this  effect  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  area  in  which  the  milk  was  produced,  and  it  then  becomes  this  Officer’s  duty  to  pass  the  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  through  the  Divisional  Office,  who  then  arrange 
for  the  herd  responsible  for  the  infected  milk  to  be  examined. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  produced  in  Wiltshire  is  sent  to  Uondon,  and  29  notices  under  this  Section 
were  received  from  the  Uondon  County  Council,  1  from  Kent  County  Council,  and  1  from  Staines 
Borough  Council.  In  addition,  there  were  six  reports  from  the  London  County  Council  outstanding 
from  the  previous  year,  making  a  total  of  37  investigations.  As  the  notice  from  Kent  related  to 
pasteurised  milk  from  a  large  depot,  comprising  milk  from  some  350  farms  in  two  counties,  it  was 
not  possible  to  make  a  veterinary  investigation  in  this  case  and  recourse  had  to  be  made  to  an 
investigation  of  the  pasteurising  plant. 

A  summary  of  the  results  of  veterinary  investigation  shows  that  32  tuberculous  cows  (23  giving 
tuberculous  milk)  were  slaughtered  on  22  farms  ;  in  6  cases  there  were  movements  of  animals  off 
the  farm  between  the  date  of  bulk  sampling  and  the  veterinary  officer’s  visit,  and  the  offending  cow 
might  have  been  removed  ;  in  2  instances  nothing  whatever  was  found  to  account  for  the  positive 
report,  and  in  the  remaining  6  cases,  the  investigation  is  incomplete. 

With  the  coming  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1939,  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section 
IV  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act  will  be  repealed.  It  thus  appears  that  there  will 
then  be  no  statutory  obligation  on  a  County  Medical  Officer  to  take  any  action  on  receiving  notice 
of  a  tubercle-infected  milk  supply. 
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(D)  Action  Taken  on  Our  Own  Discovery  of  Tubercurous  Mirk. 


The  sampling  of  single-farm  supplies  in  the  County  was  continued  during  the  year  as  shown 
by  the  following  table  : — 


Bv  whom  taken. 

No.  of  Samples  taken. 

No.  reported  Positive. 

Agricultural  Organiser’s  staff 

240 

7 

County  Sanitary  Inspector 

208 

8 

Managers  of  two  Depots  of  United  Dairies 

107 

5 

Head  Teachers  (in  connection  with  Milk-in- 
Schools  Scheme)  ... 

109 

1 

664 

21 

.  1  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Managers  of  two  of  the  United 
Dairies  Depots  in  this  matter. 


Two  of  the  positive  results  were  not  received  until  1939,  and  will,  therefore,  be  included  in  the 
Report  for  that  year. 

Investigation  of  the  remaining  19  reports  shows  that  14  tuberculous  cows  (11  giving  tuberculous 
milk)  were  slaughtered  on  13  farms  ;  in  4  cases  there  were  movements  of  animals  oh  the  farm  between 
the  dates  of  bulk  sampling  and  the  veterinary  officer's  visit,  and  the  offending  cow  might  have  been 
removed  ;  and  in  2  cases  the  investigation  is  not  yet  complete. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  109  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  examination  by  Head 
Teachers,  as  shown  in  the  above  table,  represent  the  milk  supplies  of  all  school  departments  (229 
in  all).  With  regard  to  the  positive  milk  sample  from  one  supplier,  I  instructed  the  Head  Teacher 
to  cancel  the  supply  forthwith,  as  soon  as  the  laboratory  report  was  received.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Divisional  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  the  usual  way  and  the  examining 
veterinary  inspector  visited  with  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  was  learned  that  six  cows, 
dry  at  the  time  the  original  sample  was  taken,  were  now  in  milk,  and  the  farmer  agreed  to  supply 

the  school  with  milk  from  these  animals,  which,  of  course,  could  not  possibly  have  been  involved 
in  the  complaint. 

(E)  Action  Taken  on  Discovery*  of  Non-Tubercurous  Infection  or  Dirty  Condition  of 

THE  MIRK. 

Sediment  Tests. — As  in  previous  years,  all  milk  samples  taken  by  the  Inspectors  of  Food  and 
Drugs  are  subjected  to  a  test  for  cleanliness.  The  steady  decrease  in  the  number  of  farms  producing 
seriously  dirty  milk,  apparent  for  the  past  two  years,  has  continued. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  will  not  arrange  veterinary  inspection  of  these  farms,  and  the 
present  practice  is  for  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  to  visit  the  farm  concerned  with  the  Focal 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

(F)  Defects  in  Premises  Reported  to  the  Responsibre  Authority. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Divisional  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  whereby 
obvious  defects  in  premises  and  unsatisfactory  features,  noted  by  the  inspecting  veterinary  officer, 
are  reported  to  me. 

In  the  case  of  designated  herds,  these  reports  are  passed  to  the  Agricultural  Organiser  for 
necessary  action,  and  in  non-designated  herds,  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  will  visit  the  farm 
with  the  Focal  Sanitary  Inspector. 


(G)  Co-operation  with  Locae  Sanitary  Authorities. 

Amongst  the  points  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made,  which  were  brought  forward 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a  result  of  their  Inspector’s  visit  in  the  summer  was  the  need  for  more 
co-operation  with  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities. 

This  matter  has  long  been  felt  to  have  been  on  an  unsatisfactory  footing  as  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authorities’  legal  status  in  connection  with  the  control  of  dairy  farms  is  not  affected  by  the  fact 
that  a  certain  standard  of  premises  and  methods  of  production  is  required  by  the  County  Council 
as  a  condition  of  the  issue  of  licences  for  designated  milks. 

It  is  true  that  the  County  Council’s  standard  is  based  upon  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926,  which  is  also  the  standard  for  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities,  but  the  County 
Council  has  certain  additional  requirements  which  can  scarcely  be  read  into  the  Order. 

The  position,  therefore,  makes  it  all  the  more  important  that  the  basic  requirements  should 
be  common  ground,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  arranged  that  Local  Sanitary  Inspectors 
should  be  informed  of  the  visits  of  the  Agricultural  Organiser’s  staff  to  premises  in  respect  of  which 
applications  for  licences  had  been  received. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  bringing  officials  together  at  the  earliest  opportunity  in  each  case,  a  better 
understanding  will  arise  between  the  two  Authorities,  of  which  one  is  responsible  for  the  general 
control  of  dairy  farms  and  the  other  for  the  issue  of  licences  which  secure  for  the  farmer  financial 
advantage  in  the  disposal  of  his  milk. 

Whilst  the  above  remarks  apply  particularly  to  designated  farms,  the  co-operation  of  the  Local 
Sanitary  Authorities  is  needed  even  more  in  connection  with  non-designated  farms,  where  unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions  may  be  discovered  as  a  result  of  milk  sampling  or  other  administrative  procedure. 


Summary  of  Year’s  Work. 


Herds  inspected 

2,931 

(5,973) 

Cattle  examined 

...  119,371 

(186,594) 

Cows  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order 

165 

(353) 

Cows  found  to  be  suffering  from  diseases  other  than  tuberc 
as  defined  under  the  Act  and  Orders  : — 

miosis, 

(a)  Mastitis 

1,736 

(1,644) 

(b)  Other  conditions  ... 

496 

(363) 

2,232 

(2,007) 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1937). 


MILK-IN-SCHOOLS  SCHEME. 

The  milk  supply  under  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  Scheme,  full  details  of  which  are  given  in 
my  current  Report  as  School  Medical  Officer,  has  been  continued,  and  supplies  of  milk  are  now  avail¬ 
able  in  229  of  the  302  school  departments.  Approximately  12,125  children  receive  milk  daily, 
compared  with  11,700  in  the  previous  year. 

The  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  co-operated  with  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  with 
a  view  to  raising  the  standard  of  the  buildings  and  improving  the  methods  of  production,  on  those 
farms  which  are  not  licensed  for  the  production  of  designated  milk. 

MEAT. 

The  arrangements  for  the  veterinary  inspection  of  meat  at  the  Caine  Bacon  Factory  are  still 
the  same,  and  regular  reports  of  all  meat  condemned  are  received. 

There  has  been  no  change  reported  in  connection  with  the  general  question  of  meat  inspection 
throughout  the  County. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

»pp*  •«£  «S7™“".Sf£°L"nd'r Fo“*  -  ”-«•  “*•  ***  — *  » 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

undel^L01  AcinduSringSXm  yJarl1116  t0  the  PubUc  Analyst  **  the  InsPecto« 


Substances. 


Number  of  Samples 
Analysed. 


Number 
adulterated  or 
unsatisfactory . 


Almonds,  ground 
Aspirin  Tablets 

Beer  . 

Bismuth  Mixture 
Bloater  Paste  ... 

Brandy 
Brawn 
Bread  ... 

Butter  ... 

Cheese . 

Chicken  and  Ham  Paste 
Cocoa  ... 

Coffee  ... 

Corned  Beef  . . . 
Cornflour 
Cream  ... 

Custard  Powder 
Dripping 
Embrocation  . . . 
Eucalyptus  Oil 
Figs,  Syrup  of 
Flour  ... 

Fruit  Cocktail 
Fruit  Sauce 

Gin  . 

Ham  and  Tongue  Paste 
Honey 
Ice  Cream 
Iodine,  Tincture  of 

Jam  . 

Lard 

Lemon  Curd  . . . 

Lemon  Barley 
Margarine 
Marmalade 
Meat  Extract  . . . 

Milk  (Condensed) 

Milk  Food 
Milk,  New 
Mustard 
Olive  Oil 
Orange  Squash 
Peel,  Candied 


1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

9 

JmJ 

1 

1 

13 

2 
9 

3 
2 
1 
1 
6 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 
2 
3 
1 

7 

8 
1 
1 

3 

4 
1 
7 
3 

112* 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Substances. 


Pepper  ... 

Pickles  ... 

Prawns,  Bottled 
Puff  Pastry 
Rice 
Rum 

Sago  ...  ...  ... 

Salmon,  Tinned 
Sausages 

Sausages,  Preserved  ... 
Senna  Mixture 
Spice,  Mixed  ... 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 
Sugar  ... 

Tapioca 

Tartar,  Cream  of 
Tartaric  Acid  ... 

Tea  ...  ...  ... 

Veal,  Ham  and  Tongue 
Vinegar 
Whiskey 

Wine,  Non-Alcoholic 
Zinc  Ointment 


Number  of  Samples 
Analysed. 

7 
1 
2 
1 
5 
2 
1 
2 
9 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
9 
1 
5 

8 
1 
1 

281 


Number 
adulterated  or 
unsatisfactory . 


1 


53 


*52  of  these  were  "Appeal  to  Cow”  samples. 

|  13  of  these  were  "Appeal  to  Cow  ”  samples. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  fable,  53  of  the  281  samples  were  found  on  analysis  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  Fifty- two  of  these  including  13  "  appeal  to  cow  ”  samples,  were  of  milk,  and  one 
of  sausages. 

Of  the  39  unsatisfactory  samples  of  milk  purchased  from  vendors,  22  were  found  to  be  deficient 
in  fat,  15  to  contain  added  water,  and  2  to  be  deficient  in  fat  and  to  contain  added  water  as  well. 
In  13  of  these  cases,  however,  the  "  appeal  to  cow  ”  samples  gave  similar  results,  and  there  was, 
therefore,  no  suspicion  of  intent  to  defraud  on  the  part  of  the  vendor.  Where  necessary  appropriate 
advice  has  been  given  by  the  County  Agricultural  Department. 

In  18  further  cases,  where  the  fat  deficiency  was  only  slight,  or  there  were  extenuating  circum¬ 
stances,  the  vendors  were  cautioned,  but  in  the  remaining  8  instances  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 
Fines  were  imposed  in  five  cases,  one  dismissed  on  payment  of  costs,  one  dismissed  on  a  point  of 
law  regarding  the  mode  of  sampling,  and  in  one  an  appeal  to  the  High  Court  is  pending. 

The  sample  of  sausages  referred  to  was  found  to  contain  a  small  proportion  of  sulphur  dioxide, 
although  sold  without  any  notice  of  the  presence  of  a  preservative.  The  Analyst  reported,  however, 
that  the  quantity  was  not  more  than  would  have  been  allowable  had  due  notice  of  the  presence  of 
preservative  been  given  to  the  purchaser. 

All  milk  samples,  apart  of  course  from  "  appeal  to  cow  ”  samples,  are  tested  first  by  means 
of  the  Gerber  apparatus  by  the  Sampling  Officers  themselves,  and  only  those  which  give  unsatis¬ 
factory  results  by  this  means  are  forwarded  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  full  investigation.  A  total 
of  685  samples  was  taken  during  the  year,  of  which  281,  as  shown  in  the  foregoing  table,  were  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Analyst. 
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factory' details  ^are  ^  the  results  «*  -nsatis- 

cerned  in  collaboration  with  the  local  Sanitary  Officer  ’  °  arTanges  to  msPect  the  farms  «>n- 

-  •  iS's'is "  a  rctst «— 

Artificiar  Cream  Act,  1929. 

was  lunTPleS  Were  tak6n  f°r  the  PUrP°SeS  °f  thlS  Act  durin§  the  No  case  of  misdescription 


Pubeic  Hearth  (Condensed  Mirk)  Regurations,  1923  and  1927 


Pubric  Hearth  (Dried  Mirk)  Regurations,  1923  and  1927. 

Three  samples  of  dried  milk  food  were  taken  and  found  to  be  genuine 

g|«s,5^SSS-:ffi~5sS-!S 

o« ,  si1 rsxffi 

t  -  “»~“S  7£  srs  mXStagtB 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  Etc.  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  and  1927. 

One  hundred  and  nine  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  vear  411  of 
were  exammed,  also  for  the  purposes  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteratn)  Act ,1928  SHd 
able  gn-en  under  that  section.  All  were  found  to  conform  with  the  Regulations. 

as  follows  A  f°°d  factories  have  been  made  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations, 


vSausage,  Bacon-curing,  Meat  Pies  etc. 
Milk  Products 
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NUTRITION. 

No  set  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  education  of  the  public  with  regard  to  nutrition 
y  means  of  lectures,  though  opportunities  have  been  occasionally  taken  to  provide  lectures  at 

J2K  ‘JSSfSfjJS  *•  *  — »»«  -  -  *■* <*•*  «•«>  a  £.p~ch  tSZS 

As  regards  the  schools  however,  an  investigation  was  arranged  last  year  as  to  the  standard  of 
nu  n  ion  of  the  children  with  particular  regard  to  the  necessity  or  otherwise  of  the  provision  of  meals 
schooh  Pull  details  of  tins  investigation  and  the  steps  subsequently  taken  are  given  in  mv 
current  Annual  Report  as  School  Medical  Officer  on  pages  26  to  29. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

(1)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 


The  following  table  gives  statistical  information  of  notifiable  infections  diseases,  other  than 
tuberculosis,  during  the  year  1938  : — 


1 

i 

Other  Diseases 
Generally  Notifiable. 

District. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever,  including 

Paratyphoid. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas. 

Malaria. 

Dysentery. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Eethargica. 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis. 

■ 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

URBAN. 

Bradford-on-Avon 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Caine 

— 

1 

4 

Chippenham 

— 

13 

1 

— 

1 

8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— — 

1 

Devizes  ... 

— 

'  20 

— 

— 

2 

9 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malmesbury 

■ — 

8 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Marlborough 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Melksham 

— 

13 

5 

— 

1 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

■ — 

— 

Salisbury 

— - 

126 

23 

1 

25 

2 

7 

— — 

— - 

— - 

— 

— 

. — 

2 

Swindon  ... 

— 

89 

38 

1 

57 

159 

19 

— 

32 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Trowbridge 

— 

12 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Warminster 

— 

3 

13 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Westbury 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Wilton . 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

RURAU. 

Amesbury 

— 

26 

4 

— 

3 

12 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

Bradford  and  Melksham 

— 

16 

4 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Caine  and  Chippenham 

— 

17 

5 

— 

— 

12 

5 

1 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

— 

5 

4 

— 

3 

20 

2 

1 

Devizes  ... 

— 

18 

2 

— 

2 

10 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Highworth 

— 

19 

13 

— 

2 

24 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Malmesbury 

— 

5 

2 

— 

1 

8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- — - 

Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  ... 

— 

4 

1 

— 

2 

7 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Mere  and  Tisbury 

— 

43 

1 

— 

2 

4 

1 

Pewsey 

— 

20 

5 

— 

1 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Salisbury  and  Wilton  ... 

— 

20 

8 

— 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Warminster  and  Westbury  ... 

— 

9 

8 

— 

3 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Urban  Districts 

_ 

299 

82 

2 

95 

199 

42 

_ 

32 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Rural  Districts  ... 

— 

202 

57 

— 

21 

113 

42 

— 

14 

1 

— 

10 

— 

4 

Administrative  County  : — 
f  Cases  Notified 

— 

501 

139 

2 

116 

312 

84 

— 

46 

3 

— 

10 

— 

8 

1 

Total  <  Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 

— 

453 

148 

2 

19* * * § 

43 

44 

— 

1 

3 

— 

8 

— 

4* 

Deaths 

— 

2 

7 

2 

3* 

157  § 

+ 

+ 

- — - 

+ 

•i* 

5 

— 

1 

— 

_ * 

*  Excludes  Salisbury  and  Swindon  cases  where  the  Eocal  Authorities  are  responsible  for  arranging  hospital 

treatment. 

I  The  numbers  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  are  unknown. 

§  Includes  all  forms  of  pneumonia. 
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The  following  military  cases  are  included  in  the  table  : _ 


Amesbury  Rural  District 
Pewsey 


6  Pneumonia 


1  Scarlet  Fever 


Salisbury  and  Wilton 


1  Diphtheria 

2  Pneumonia 
1  Erysipelas 
1  Pneumonia 


All  admissions  to  Isolation  Hospitals,  and  any  known  admissions  to  general  hospitals,  are  given 
under  the  heading  relating  to  the  admission  of  cases  to  hospital. 

I  he  statistics  lelating  to  deaths  given  in  the  foregoing  table,  and  referred  to  in  the  following 
notes,  are  those  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  are  corrected  according  to  permanent 
residence.  Notifications  of  infectious  disease,  upon  which  the  remainder  of  the  statistics  are  based, 
are  not,  however,  similarly  corrected.  The  figures  with  regard  to  notifications  and  those  with  regard 
to  deaths  are  not,  therefore,  strictly  comparable,  although  sufficiently  so  for  practical  purposes. 

Smallpox. — Wiltshire  has  now  been  free  from  this  disease  for  eight  years.  The  County  Small¬ 
pox  Hospital  at  Ogbourne  St.  George  is,  however,  always  ready  for  immediate  re-opening  in  the 
event  of  cases  occurring,  an  efficient  nursing  staff  being  retained  under  arrangement  with  the  Devizes 
Isolation  Hospital  Committee. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  showed  an  increase  in  incidence,  501  cases  being  notified,  with  two 
deaths,  during  1938,  compared  with  289  cases  and  one  death  during  1937.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  and  89  notifications  respectively  were  made  in  the  urban  areas  of  Salisbury  and  Swindon,  and 
a  number  of  cases  were  recorded  in  each  of  the  other  urban  districts.  A  considerable  number  of 
cases  occurred  in  the  Rural  Districts,  those  principally  affected  being  situated  in  the  South  and  South¬ 
west  of  the  County,  although  no  district  escaped  the  disease. 

Diphtheria— There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  this  disease,  the  total  number  of 
notifications  being  139,  compared  with  116  during  the  previous  year.  This  figure  was,  however, 
exceptionally  low.  The  deaths  were  7,  compared  with  9  in  1937.  The  districts  mostly  affected’ 
were  Swindon  Borough,  38  cases  ;  Salisbury  City,  23  cases  ;  Warminster,  13  cases  ;  and  the  Rural 
Districts  of  Highworth,  13  cases  ;  Salisbury  and  Wilton,  8  cases  ;  and  Warminster  and  Westbury, 
8  cases.  Six  urban  areas  were  entirely  free  from  the  disease. 

The  figure  of  148  admissions  to  hospital  given  in  the  table  was  furnished  by  the  Clerks  to  the 
various  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the  County,  and  includes  some  cases  admitted  as  suspicious  but  not 
subsequently  confirmed  and  notified  as  diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  notifications,  with  two  deaths,  were  made  during  1938,  compared  with 
four  and  one  death  during  1937.  In  both  cases  the  infection  appeared  to  have  been  contracted 
outside  the  County. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Ophthalmia  N  eonatorum. — These  conditions  are  dealt  with  on  pages 


30  and  31. 


Pneumonia,  Influenzal  and  Primary. — These  notifications  are  so  partial,  except  in  Swindon, 
that  no  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  statistics. 

Erysipelas. — Eighty-four  notifications  were  made  during  1938,  compared  with  65  during  1937. 
Nineteen  cases  were  notified  at  Swindon,  but  otherwise  notifications  were  scattered. 

Malaria. — No  notifications  were  made  during  1938. 

Dysentery. — Forty-six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  including  32  in  the  Borough  of  Swin¬ 
don. 
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Cerebrospinal  Fever. — Three  cases,  all  of  which  were  fatal,  were  notified  during  1938,  com¬ 
pared  with  five,  with  one  death,  during  the  previous  year.  None  of  these  three  cases  appeared  to 
be  connected.  The  Registrar-General's  figure  of  five  deaths  given  in  the  table  evidently  includes 
two  transferable  deaths  occurring  outside  the  County. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — No  notifications  of  this  disease  were  made  during  1938. 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  (. Infantile  Paralysis). — Ten  cases  of  acute  polio-myelitis,  with  one  death  , 
occurred  during  1938,  all  in  Rural  Districts,  compared  with  11  cases  and  one  death  during  1937. 

Eight  of  the  ten  cases  of  acute  polio-myelitis  were  admitted  to  hospital.  In  three  instances 
in  which  the  patients  were  children,  treatment  was  provided  under  the  County  Orthopaedic  Scheme 
at  the  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Bath,  or  as  out-patients  at  the  County  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Eord  Nuffield,  selected  hospitals  covering  the  County,  in  common 
with  many  others  throughout  the  country,  are  being  presented  with  an  “  Iron  Tung,”  and  will  there¬ 
fore  be  well  equipped  in  future  to  deal  with  any  cases  of  acute  polio-myelitis  arising,  for  which  this 
apparatus  is  needed. 


A  small  stock  of  various  kinds  of  sera  is  kept  in  the  County  Medical  Department  in  order  that 
supplies  may  be  available  for  practitioners  in  emergencies  with  the  minimum  of  delay. 


(2)  NON-NOTIFIABEE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Complete  information  as  to  the  incidence  of  these  diseases  is  not  available.  The  returns  from 
elementary  schools,  however,  give,  with  the  registered  deaths,  some  indication  of  their  respective 
prevalence. 

Measles. — The  total  number  of  school  cases  during  1938  increased  considerably,  being  2,214, 
compared  with  525  during  the  previous  year,  and  49  school  closures  were  necessitated,  compared 
with  12  during  1937. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  ten,  compared  with  one  during  1937. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  was  also  some  increase  in  the  number  of  school  cases  of  this  disease, 
876  being  reported,  compared  with  549  during  1937,  and  13  school  closures  were  necessary,  com¬ 
pared  with  six  during  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  13,  compared  with  11  in  1937. 

Chickenpox.—  School  notifications  decreased  to  some  extent,  totalling  887,  compared  with  1,027 
during  the  previous  year.  Six  school  closures  were  necessary,  compared  with  eight  during  the 
previous  year. 

Mumps. — Mumps  also  decreased  in  incidence  in  the  schools,  1,336  cases  being  reported,  com¬ 
pared  with  1,893  during  1937.  Two  school  closures  were  necessary,  compared  with  ten  in  the 
previous  year. 

Influenza. — School  cases  numbered  only  355,  compared  with  4,322  in  the  previous  year.  Only 
three  school  closures  were  necessary,  compared  with  92  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  48,  compared  with  129  in  1937. 
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CANCER. 


The  County  Council  s  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  are  with  the  Bristol  General 
Hospital  for  patients  from  the  northern  and  central  parts  of  the  County,  and  the  Royal  South  Hants 
and  Southampton  Hospital  for  the  south  of  the  County,  both  Hospitals  having  radium  centres 
appiored  bj  the  National  Commission.  The  suggestion  that  the  Royal  United  Hospital  Bath 
should  come  to  some  arrangement  with  the  Bristol  Hospital  for  radium  treatment  and  so  be  avail¬ 
able  to  deal  with  occasional  Wiltshire  patients  from  the  central  part  of  the  County  has  not 
unfortunately,  materialised,  whilst  some  cases,  particularly  from  the  Swindon  neighbourhood,  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  sent  to  London,  which  renders  more  difficult  the  full  development  of  our  arrangements 


Our  scheme  provides  for  in-patient  treatment  at  both  Centres,  the  County  Council  bearing  the 
cos  in  approved  cases  and  reclaiming  from  the  patients  such  sums  as  they  are  able  to  afford  but 
rec.elved  m  this  way  are  not  large.  In  many  cases,  however,  contributions  are  paid 
on  behalf  of  patients  by  the  Hospital  Contributory  Schemes  of  which  they  are  members  Patients’ 
travelling  expenses,  either  to  hospital  or  to  the  out-patient  clinics  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the 
next  paragraph,  are  also  paid  in  necessitous  cases. 


From 
cases  and 
follows  : — 


each  Centre  the  Radium  Officers  hold  clinics  in  the  County  for  the  examination  of  new 
subsequent  follow-up  of  patients  already  under  treatment,  the  arrangements  being  as 


Centre  at  which  Clinic  held. 

Trowbridge,  County  Council  Clinic. 
Swindon,  Victoria  Hospital. 
Salisbury,  General  Infirmary. 


Day  and  Time  of  Clinic. 


Third  Thursday  each  month,  11.30  a. m. 
First  Thursday  each  month,  11  a.m. 
First  Thursday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. 


Radium  Centre 
concerned. 

Bristol. 

Bristol. 

Southampton. 


After  each  consultation  at  the  Clinic  or  period  of  in-patient  treatment,  reports  as  to  progress 
are  received  from  the  respective  Radium  Officers,  and  the  relevant  details  are  extracted  and  entered 
on  a  card  index  system  maintained  in  the  office. 


Dr.  Fowe  the  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer,  is  now  mainly  responsible  for  the  administrative 
work  under  this  Scheme,  and  has  kept  in  touch  with  all  the  details.  With  the  Bristol  Hospital, 
particularly,  where  there  have  been  considerable  developments  in  the  cancer  department,  he  has 
maintained  close  personal  contact  not  only  by  visits  to  the  Centre  but  by  meeting  the  Radium  Officer 
at  the  County  clinics.  In  spite  of  the  Centre  being  some  twenty  miles  distant  it  has  been  found 
very  easy  m  this  way  to  work  with  the  Officers  concerned. 

At  the  Bristol  Centre,  the  plant  for  X-ray  radiation  treatment  has  been  considerably  augmented 
by  the  provision  last  November  of  apparatus  for  the  X-ray  treatment  of  surface  growths  as  well 
as  additional  X-ray  apparatus  installed  recently  for  the  treatment  of  deep-seated  growths,  and  it 
seems  likely  that  more  reliance  will  be  placed  in  the  future  on  this  method  of  treatment  than  on 
treatment  by  radium.  Furthermore,  the  substitution  of  X-rays  for  radium  in  the  treatment  of 
surface  growths  will  lead  to  a  very  great  saving  of  time,  and,  if  the  results  are  equally  good,  and 

at  present  it  seems  that  they  are,  it  will  enable  a  larger  number  of  patients  to  be  dealt  with  at  the 
Hospital. 

In  view  of  the  pressure  on  the  in-patient  accommodation  at  Bristol,  we  have  endeavoured,  as 
often  as  possible,  to  admit  patients  who  have  had  their  radium  treatment  there  to  one  or  other  of 
the  County  Institutions  for  the  reactionary  period,  prior  to  being  sent  home.  In  this  way,  the  beds 
at  Bristol  have  been  released  sooner  for  the  admission  of  other  patients. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  80  cases  of  which  we  received  information  for  the  first  time 
during  1938.  Sixty- three  came  under  the  Bristol  Centre  and  17  under  the  Southampton  Centre  : — • 

Bristol.  Southampton. 

Recommended  for  Radium  treatment  ...  ...  26  16* 

*  Two  of  these  cases  were  also  recommended  for  Deep  X-ray  and  are  included  in  the 
Deep  X-ray  figures  as  well. 

Recommended  for  Deep  X-ray  treatment  ...  ...  14f  2 

f  Three  of  these  cases  were  also  recommended  for  Surgical  treatment  and  are  included 
in  the  Surgical  figures  as  well. 

Recommended  for  Chaoul  Therapy  treatment  ...  5  — 

Recommended  for  Surgical  treatment  .  ...  ...  4 

Found  not  to  be  malignant,  but  to  be  kept  under 

observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  — 

Found  suitable  for  treatment,  but  patient  refused  ...  3 

Found  to  be  unsuitable  or  condition  too  far  advanced 

for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  1 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 


Totals  . . . 


63 


r 


In  addition  to  the  64  patients  in  the  foregoing  table  found  to  be  suitable  for  treatment  or  to 
be  kept  under  observation,  135  other  patients,  who  had  been  under  observation  and  treatment  in 
previous  years,  continued  to  attend  at  the  Radium  Centres  or  the  out-patient  clinics  or  both,  and 
a  summary  of  the  199  cases  of  which  we  now  have  information  is  given  in  Table  I.  on  Page  00. 


The  attendances  at  the  out-patient  clinics  were  as  follows 
Clinic. 

Trowbridge  ... 

Swindon 
Salisbury 

The  figures  for  last  year  are  given  in  brackets  for  comparison,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  there  has 
been  a  marked  increase  in  the  attendances  at  each  clinic. 


Patients. 

Attendances. 

...  79 

(57) 

175 

(159) 

...  59 

(32) 

145 

(80) 

65 

(48) 

160 

(87) 

We  have  also  been  able  to  arrange  for  the  Radium  Officer  from  the  Bristol  Centre  to  visit  patients 
at  the  Chippenham  and  Warminster  Institutions  when  she  comes  to  the  Trowbridge  clinic  and  at 
St.  Margaret’s  Hospital  on  the  Swindon  clinic  days,  thus  maintaining  contact  with  patients  whom 
it  might  otherwise  be  difficult  for  her  to  see. 

The  progress  of  the  patients  under  treatment  or  observation  is  recorded  in  Table  II.  on  Page  00, 
whilst  Table  III.  on  Page  00  shows  when  the  patients  now  attending  the  Radium  Centres  or  the 
clinics  first  came  under  observation. 


One  hundred  and  thirty-five  other  patients,  who  were  examined  during  the  previous  six  years, 
did  not  attend  during  1938  for  the  following  reasons.  (By  a  coincidence  this  number  is  the  same 
as  the  number  of  patients  still  under  observation)  : — 


Found  unsuitable  or  too  far  advanced  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Too  ill  to  attend  for  further  treatment  and  under  care  of  own  doctor  ...  6 

Patient  declined  further  examination  or  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Reft  the  County  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Condition  satisfactory  and  no  further  treatment  advised  ...  ...  ...  10 

Condition  found  to  be  non-malignant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No  information  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total 


135 


The  deaths  from  cancer  during  1938  numbered  502,  or  1.6  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared 
with  1.6  in  1937.  1.8  in  1936  and  1.7  in  1935. 


Area  Affected. 
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TABLE  III. 


Year  when 
Patient  first 
came  under 
Observation 
and  duration 
of  Attendances 

Area  Affected. 

Face. 

Scalp. 

Vh 

a 

W 

6 

w 

Nose. 

Ph 

•rH 

Mouth. 

Tongue. 

Throat. 

Jaw. 

Neck. 

Breast. 

Hand. 

to 

<u 

►4 

Ovary,  Vagina, 

Cervix,  Uterus,  Vulva. 

Other  Conditions. 

1932  . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1933  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1934  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1935  . 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

— 

1936  . 

8 

2 

4 

— 

1 

8 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1937  . 

10 

— 

4 

2 

4 

7 

2 

4 

— 

1 

1 

10 

1 

— 

8 

7 

1938  . 

9 

— 

1 

— 

11 

11 

2 

5 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

9 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Harper,  County  Tuberculosis  Officer 

In  the  y eai  1938  the  number  of  notifications  showed,  a  decrease  of  twenty-four  from  the  previous 
year.  During  the  five-year  period  1913-1917  the  average  annual  number  of  notifications  was  469, 
whilst  those  in  1938  numbered  293,  a  reduction  of  roughly  thirty-seven  per  cent. 

The  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  all  forms,  numbered  133,  or  two  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
This  is  about  one-half  the  annual  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  twenty  years  ago. 

As  will  be  seen  on  page  88,  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  end  of  1938  was  667.  The  average  annual  number  for  the  last  ten  years 
was  798. 

Although  this  number  is  by  no  means  the  total  tuberculous  population  of  the  County,  the  figure 
gives  a  much  more  accurate  index  of  the  prevalence  of  tuberculosis  than  the  registers  of  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  because  it  includes  only  those  cases  in  which  the  disease  is  not  completely 
arrested. 

It  has  been  noted,  especially  in  industrial  areas,  that  despite  the  general  decrease  in  tuberculosis 
there  has  been  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  number  of  young  females  affected  with  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case  in  Wiltshire,  where  the  number  of  such  cases 
notified  has  fluctuated  slightly  during  the  last  ten  years  in  the  age  groups  15-20  and  20-25  years, 
the  trend  on  the  whole  being  downwards. 

In  the  statistical  tables  accompanying  this  Report  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  work  of  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Department  shows  a  further  increase.  For  instance,  this  year's  Dispensary  Attendances 
figure  of  2,474  has  been  exceeded  once  only,  in  1914,  when  the  number  was  2,531.  An  encouraging 
feature  is  that  307  new  contacts  of  tuberculous  patients  were  examined  in  1938,  a  considerable 
increase  over  former  years  (see  Page  88). 

Patients  who  are  too  ill  to  travel  are,  of  course,  still  examined  in  their  homes,  but  medical 
examination,  both  of  patients  and  of  contacts,  is  obviously  much  more  satisfactory  if  undertaken 
in  the  Dispensary,  where  all  facilities  are  provided. 

Operations  for  phrenic  avulsion  continue  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Winsley  Sanatorium.  No 
major  thoracic  surgery  is  done  either  at  Winsley  Sanatorium,  or  at  Harnwood  Hospital,  cases  requir¬ 
ing  this  being  sent  to  the  Brompton  Hospital  or  elsewhere,  the  Wilts  County  Council  being  responsible 
for  the  cost  of  the  treatment. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  reported  from  all  sources  was  293,  188  pulmonary  and 
105  non-pulmonary.  The  deaths  numbered  133,  111  pulmonary  and  22  non-pulmonary. 

These  figures  include  247  primary  notifications,  24  transfers  from  other  counties,  three  post¬ 
humous  notifications,  17  other  cases  who  died  during  the  year  and  were  not  notified,  and  two  notifica¬ 
tions  on  Form  1. 
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Table  I.  belo 
same  periods 

w  shows  the  notifications  at  the  various  age  periods, 

Table  I. 

New  Cases. 

and  also  the  mortality  at  the 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonale 

Pulmonale 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Periods. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

2 

1—5 

— 

— 

11 

2 

- — 

— 

2 

— 

5—10 

1 

1 

17 

16 

1 

— 

1 

2 

10—15 

1 

— 

9 

7 

- — - 

1 

1 

2 

15—20 

4 

9 

3 

5 

6 

4 

■ — ■ 

1 

20  25 

17 

10 

6 

9 

Lj 

8 

8 

1 

1 

25—35 

26 

21 

9 

6 

13 

10 

2 

2 

35—45 

19 

16 

1 

3 

6 

8 

1 

— 

45—55 

17 

13 

2 

2 

14 

8 

• — 

— 

55—65 

11 

6 

— 

1 

12 

4 

■ — 

1 

65  and  upwards 

9 

5 

1 

- — - 

6 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

106 

82 

61 

44 

66 

45 

10 

12 

Of  the  seventeen  cases  who  died  during  the  year,  and  were  not  notified,  four  were  resident  in 
Mental  Hospitals,  and  six  (five  of  whom  were  children)  died  of  meningitis. 

Of  the  remaining  seven,  four  died  in  General  Hospitals,  one  was  first  seen  by  a  Doctor  just  prior 
to  death,  and  in  two  other  cases  there  appeared  considerable  doubt  as  to  tuberculosis  being  the  actual 
cause  of  death,  or  indeed  that  the  patients  were  tuberculous. 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths  is  one  to  eight. 

Enquiry  is  made  in  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  not  notified  before  death,  as  to  the  reason  for  non¬ 
notification.  The  figure  for  non-notified  deaths  this  year  shows  a  slight  increase  over  last  year, 
but  is  due  to  a  larger  number  of  deaths  in  Mental  Hospitals  and  from  meningitis. 


Notifications. 

Table  II.  shows  the  average  annual  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  occurring  during  the  five  five-yearly  periods  1913-1937,  and  the  number  of  notifications  for 
the  year  1938. 

Table  II. 


Period. 

Total. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

1913—1917  ... 

469 

359 

110 

1918—1922  ... 

.  398 

310 

88 

1923—1927  ... 

.  430 

282 

148 

1928—1932  ... 

.  365 

242 

123 

1933—1937  ... 

.  312 

214 

98 

1938 

.  293 

Deaths. 

188 

105 

Table  III.  shows  the  average 

annual  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary 

tuberculosis  during  the  five  five-yearly  periods  1913-1937, 
1938  :• — 

Table  III. 

and  the  number  of  deaths  for  the  year 

Period. 

Total. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

1913—1917  ... 

.  271 

202 

69 

1918—1922  ... 

.  265 

209 

56 

1923—1927  ... 

.  218 

166 

52 

1928—1932  ... 

.  183 

145 

38 

1933—1937  ... 

.  151 

119 

32 

1938 

.  133 

111 

22 

The  ratio  of  deaths  in  Hospitals  (53),  compared  with  the  total  deaths  in  the  County  during  the 
year  (133),  is  1  to  2.5 
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Distribution  of  Notifications. 


Table  IV.  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (excluding 
posthumous  notifications,  but  including  transfers  from  other  counties)  notified  from  each  district 
in  the  County  during  the  year  1938,  and  during  the  period  1913-1938  : — 

Table  IV. 

Urban  Districts. 

1938.  1913-1938. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pul. 

Total. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pul. 

Total. 

Bradford-on- Avon 

5 

2 

7 

112 

21 

133 

Caine  ... 

...  3 

1 

4 

90 

41 

131 

Chippenham  ... 

...  3 

4 

7 

289 

86 

375 

Devizes 

1 

1 

2 

134 

27 

161 

Malmesbury 

...  3 

2 

5 

59 

28 

87 

Marlborough  ... 

1 

1 

2 

59 

39 

98 

Melksham 

2 

1 

3 

80 

54 

134 

Salisbury 

...  24 

9 

jLJ 

26 

632 

174 

806 

Swindon 

...  43 

22 

65 

1718 

880 

2598 

Trowbridge 

...  5 

4 

9 

236 

55 

291 

Warminster 

1 

1 

2 

145 

63 

208 

Westburv 

1 

1 

2 

92 

38 

130 

Wilton 

1 

1 

78 

34 

112 

Totals 

...  92 

43 

135 

3724 

1540 

5264 

Rural  Districts. 

Pulmonary. 

1938. 

Non-Pul. 

Total. 

Pulmonary. 

1913-1938. 

Non-Pul. 

Total. 

Amesbury 

...  8 

4 

12 

278 

94 

372 

Bradf  ord-on-Avon 

7 

— ■ 

7 

129 

37 

166 

Caine  and  Chippenham 

...  12 

2 

14 

501 

140 

641 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett  6 

5 

11 

169 

104 

273 

Devizes 

4 

3 

7 

235 

57 

292 

Highworth 

...  14 

7 

21 

400 

181 

581 

Malmesburv  ... 

4 

3 

7 

180 

91 

271 

Marlborough  &  Ramsbury 

...  6 

5 

11 

224 

106 

330 

Melksham 

...  3 

1 

4 

70 

34 

104 

Mere  and  Tisbury 

...  3 

3 

6 

231 

71 

302 

Pewrsev 

...  7 

12 

19 

379 

133 

512 

Salisbury  and  Wilton 

...  6 

1 

7 

351 

134 

485 

Warminster  and  Westbury 

...  7 

5 

12 

225 

108 

333 

Totals  ... 

...  87 

51 

138 

3372 

1290 

4662 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  for  the  year  under  review  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  area 
where  Tuberculosis  is  especially  prevalent,  for  instance,  the  notifications  in  Swindon  and  Salisbury 
Urban  areas  are  roughly  1  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  practically  the  same  rate  as  that 
for  the  County  taken  as  a  whole. 
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Institutional  Treatment. 


During  the  year  1938  the  number  of  patients  who  received  Institutional  Treatment  was  as 
follows  : — 


Institutions. 

Men. 

Women, 

Children. 

Total. 

Winsley  Sanatorium 

...  60 

52 

3 

115 

Harnwood  Hospital 

...  86 

60 

1 

147 

Savernake  Hospital 

...  15 

9 

25 

49 

Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Bath  ... 

5 

3 

37 

45 

Heritage  Craft  Schools,  Chailey 

. . .  — 

— 

1 

1 

Salisbury  General  Infirmary 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Westbury  Hospital 

...  3 

I 

2 

6 

Preston  Hall,  Aylesford  ... 

...  3 

— 

— 

3 

Brompton  Hospital 

. . .  — 

2 

2 

Beckford  Dodge 

...  3 

3 

— 

6 

Margate  R.S.B.  Hospital 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Alton-Morland  Clinics 

...  2 

— ■ 

— 

2 

Wingfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Bristol  General  Hospital  ... 

. . .  — 

2 

— 

2 

St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Dollis  Hill,  Dondon  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

T  1 1  ^ 

JL  vy  LCllO  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

...  179 

133 

72 

384 

The  number  of  patients  receiving  Institutional  Treatment 
follows  : — 

on  the  31st 

December, 

1938,  was 

Institutions. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Winsley  Sanatorium 

...  18 

14 

1 

33 

Harnwood  Hospital 

...  21 

16 

— 

37 

Savernake  Hospital 

...  3 

1 

3 

7 

Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Bath  ... 

1 

— 

16 

17 

Preston  Hall,  Aylesford  ... 

...  3 

— 

— 

3 

Wingfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ... 

. . .  — 

— 

1 

1 

Margate  R.S.B.  Hospital 

.  .  .  - 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  46 

32 

21 

99 

The  “  Daily  Average  ”  number  of  patients  under 

Winsley  Sanatorium 
Harnwood  Hospital 

Other  Institutions 

Total  ...  ... 

treatment  during  193S 

.  33.2 

.  38.7 

.  34.9 

...  106.8 

was  as  follows  : — 

Surgical  Appliances. — Surgical  appliances  were  provided  for  46  patients,  at  a  total  cost  of 
£76  Os.  lOd. 

Shelters.— Twenty-one  shelters  were  occupied  by  25  patients  during  the  year  at  their  own 
homes.  Nine  shelters  are  in  use  or  stored  at  Harnwood  Hospital,  three  at  Stratton  Hospital,  and 
two  at  Tower  House  Public  Assistance  Institution,  Salisbury. 

Five  shelters  have  now  been  condemned  and  broken  up,  as  it  was  found  impossible  to  repair 
them  at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  total  number  remaining  in  use  or  stored  is  thirty-five. 

Nursing. — Financial  assistance  can  be  given  to  District  Nursing  Associations  providing  nursing 
in  approved  cases,  and  a  grant  was  made  to  one  Association  during  1938. 
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Propaganda.  During  1938  a  lecture  was  delivered  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  the  Swindon 
trades  Council,  by  arrangement  with  the  Industrial  Health  Education  Society. 

•  X~R“y. '  Examinations.— The  excellent  facilities  for  X-Ray  examinations  at  the  Winsley  Sana¬ 
torium,  Salisbury  Infirmary,  and  Swindon  and  North  Wilts  Victoria  Hospital,  have  been  described 
m  previous  reports,  and  were  continued  during  the  year  as  regards  out-patients.  Occasional  X-Ray 
examinations  are  also  arranged  at  the  Savernake  Hospital,  and  at  the  Children's  Orthopedic  Hospital 

Bath.  All  such  examinations  are  made  under  the  scheme  at  the  discretion  of  the  Countv  Tuber- 
eulosis  Officer. 


During  the  year  1938  X-Ray  examinations  were  made  for  477  patients, 


Winsley  Sanatorium 
Swindon  Victoria  Hospital 
Salisbury  General  Infirmary 
Savernake  Hospital 
Bath  Orthopaedic  Hospital 


Examinations. 

175 

...  211 
155 

18 

10 


Total 


569 


as  follows  : — 


The  total  cost  was  about  £490. 


In  addition  to  the  569  examinations  on  out-patients,  numerous  X-Ray  examinations  of 
in-patients  were  made  at  Winsley  Sanatorium,  the  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Bath  the 
Savernake  Hospital,  or  other  approved  Institution.  Many  X-Ray  examinations  made  in  connection 
with  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme  are  done  in  one  or  other  of  these  Institutions,  no  special  charve  being 
made,  the  maintenance  fees  paid  by  the  Council  covering  these  examinations. 


Sputum  Examination .  — Sev en  hundred  and  thirty-six  specimens  of  sputa,  etc.,  were  examined 
all  the  work  being  undertaken  at  the  Greville  Eaboratory,  Salisbury  General  Infirmary.  The 
specimens  were  sent  from  the  undermentioned  sources  : — 


Salisbury  Dispensary .  69 

Swindon  Dispensary  ...  ...  ...  77 

Trowbridge  Dispensary  66 

Harnwood  Hospital  ...  56 

G.W.R.  Medical  Fund  Society  ...  108 

General  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  343 

St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Stratton  ...  9 

Savernake  Hospital  .  8 


Total 


736 


Dispensaries.— The  arrangements  for  the  three  Dispensaries  at  Salisbury,  Swindon  and  Trow¬ 
bridge  remain  as  described  in  my  last  Report,  and  are  as  follows 


Dispensary. 

Day  Open. 

Name  of  Doctor 
Attending. 

Salisbury 

Out-Patient  Department,  The  General  Infirmary 

Tuesday 

Dr.  J.  S.  Harper 

Swindon 

15,  Milton  Road 

Thursday 

do. 

Trowbridge 

County  Council  Clinic,  The  Halve 

Wednesday  ... 

do. 

The  Dispensaries  are  open  at  10  a.m.  and  patients  are  seen  between  10  a.m.  and  1  p.m 
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A  branch  Dispensary  is  held  at  Savernake  Hospital  at  2.30  p.m.  on  the  first  Monday  in  each 
month.  - 


If  patients  cannot  attend  the  Dispensaries,  Dr.  Harper  will  visit  them  at  their  own  homes  in 
any  part  of  the  County  at  the  request  of  their  doctors,  if  particulars  are  sent  to  him  at  the  County- 
Offices,  Trowbridge. 

The  attendances  at  the  three  Dispensaries,  and  the  Savernake  Hospital  Branch  Dispensary, 
during  1938,  were  as  follows 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Salisbury 

...  246 

249 

125 

620 

Swindon 

...  473 

408 

340 

1221 

Trowbridge  ... 

...  221 

198 

107 

526 

Savernake  ...  '  ... 

38 

35 

34 

107 

.totals  ...  ... 

...  978 

890 

606 

2474 

This  compares  with  an  average  attendance  for  the  last  five  years  of  1,917.  (The  actual  number 
of  patients  who  made  the  above  2,474  attendances  was  1,198.) 


Dispensary  Register. — The  number  of  patients  remaining  on  the  Dispensary  Register  on  31st 
December,  1938,  was  667,  a  decrease  of  22  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  All  these  cases  are 
kept  under  observation,  and  either  attend  the  Dispensaries  or  are  visited  at  their  own  homes. 


Number  of  Consultations  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  with  Medical  Practitioners  : 

(a)  Practitioner  actually  present  at  time  of  examination  wherever  held 

(b)  Practitioner  not  present  at  examination,  but  report  in  writing  sent  to 
him  by  Tuberculosis  Officer 

(c)  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  Homes  (including  those  in 

(a)  above) .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


274 

(251) 

958 

(1004) 

328 

(308) 

(The  figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  previous  year.) 


Examination  of  Contacts. — During  the  year  307  contacts  were  examined,  158  adults  and  149 
children.  Ten  of  these,  seven  adults  and  three  children,  were  found  to  be  tuberculous,  seven  suffer¬ 
ing  from  pulmonary  and  three  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  There  was  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  contacts  attending  the  Dispensaries,  the  number  examined  being  double  that  of 
the  previous  year.  Efforts  are  being  continued  to  increase  still  further  the  number  of  contacts 
examined,  special  attention  being  directed  to  young  adult  contacts.  Such  cases  are  invited  to 
attend  the  Dispensaries,  as  the  examination  of  contacts  in  the  home,  where  facilities  for  such 
examination  are  not  satisfactory,  serves  no  useful  purpose. 


Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Nurses. — Visits  to  homes  by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  act  also  as  Tuber¬ 


culosis  Nurses,  were  made  as  follows  : — 

Nurse  R.  I.  Ansaldo  ...  ...  ...  27 

Nurse  M.  Bright  ...  ...  ...  94 

Nurse  G.  M.  Jackson  ...  ...  ...  163 

Nurse  E.  E.  Richens  ...  ...  ...  36 

Nurse  G.  F.  Sainsbury  ...  ...  141 

Nurse  E.  Smith  ...  ...  ...  6 

Nurse  W.  A.  M.  Tilt .  64 

Nurse  M.  M.  Warren  ...  ...  ...  94 

Nurse  E.  F.  Watkins  ...  ...  ...  277 


Total 


902 
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Orthopedic  Clinics— Thirty-nine  patients  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  of  whom 

eighteen  were  over  school  age,  attended  the  orthopedic  clinics,  the  number  of  attendances  being 
as  follows  : — 

Corsham  . . . 

Devizes 
Salisbury  ... 

Swindon  . . . 

Trowbridge 


Total  .  200 


Treatment  of  Lupus.-— The  arrangement  made  with  the  authorities  of  the  Bristol  General 
Hospital  whereby  Wiltshire  patients  suffering  from  lupus,  or  suspected  lupus,  may  receive  treat¬ 
ment  at  that  Hospital,  either  as  out-patients  or  in-patients  as  considered  necessary,  was  continued 
nolng  -  ear'  Seven  patients,  all  definite  cases  of  lupus  vulgaris,  attended  as  out-patients  during 

,.  an(a  one  of  these  patients  also  received  two  separate  periods  of  in-patient  treatment  at  the 
Hospital. 

Six  additional  cases  of  lupus  are  on  the  Register,  and  those  requiring  treatment  are  receiving 

this  under  arrangements  made  before  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  with  the  Bristol  General 
Hospital. 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  Treatment. — The  County  Council  pays  for  patients  who  have  had 
artificial  pneumothorax  induced  during  their  stay  at  Winsley  Sanatorium,  and  who  are  recommended 
to  attend  as  out-patients  at  the  Sanatorium  afterwards  for  refills.  They  also  arrange  for  “  trans¬ 
ferred  ”  patients  from  other  Counties  to  continue  their  refills  at  Winsley  Sanatorium.  In  one  special 
case  the  County  Council  has  agreed  to  pay  the  cost  of  a  patient's  refills  at  the  Brompton  Hospital, 
where  the  treatment  was  commenced  prior  to  the  patient  removing  into  Wiltshire. 

During  the  year  25  patients  have  been  so  treated,  the  cost  of  the  refills  being  £131  5s.  Od.  They 
made  250  attendances. 

Ultra-Violet  Light  Treatment. — Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  the  scheme  for  the  provision 
of  Ultra-Violet  Light  Treatment  for  out-patients  suffering  from  surgical  tuberculosis. 

Dental  Treatment . — The  following  information  is  supplied  by  the  County  Dental  Officers  regard¬ 
ing  dental  treatment  of  tuberculous  patients  carried  out  by  them  during  the  year  : _ 


No.  of  half-days  inspection  and  treatment  ...  ...  ...  H 

No.  of  patients  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

No.  of  extractions  ...  .  71 

No.  of  fillings  .  .  . 

No.  of  other  operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  dentures  provided  ...  ...  " .  . 

No.  of  dentures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

No.  of  administrations  of  general  anaesthesia  ...  ...  ...  2 


Most  of  this  work  was  undertaken  at  the  Harnwood  Hospital. 

The  facilities  at  Winsley  Sanatorium  for  dental  treatment  have  been  continued  during  the 
year,  no  charge  other  than  the  ordinary  maintenance  fees  being  [made  upon  the  County  Council 
for  any  patient  treated  in  the  Sanatorium. 

Harnwood  Hospital.— There  are  in  the  main  buildings  21  beds  for  male  and  16  for  female  patients. 
Nine  shelters  are  also  available  for  use  when  there  are  patients  suitable  to  use  them,  and  when  the 
weather  is  favourable. 


17 

73 

29 
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This  Hospital  is  not  now  exclusively  reserved  for  advanced  cases.  As  far  as  possible,  all  definite 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  throughout  the  County  requiring  institutional  treatment  are 
admitted  in  the  first  instance  to  Harnwood  Hospital.  After  a  preliminary  period  of  rest,  and  observa¬ 
tion  there,  cases  suitable  for  Sanatorium  Treatment  are  transferred  to  Winsley  Sanatorium,  the  more 
advanced  cases  being  retained  at  Harnwood. 

The  daily  average  of  patients  under  treatment  was  38.7,  compared  with  37.9  in  the  year  1937. 

The  Hospital  is  visited  regularly  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  County  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
and  Dr.  Boston,  a  local  practitioner,  has  continued  to  act  as  visiting  medical  officer. 


Treatment  in  Public  Assistance  Institutions. — Three  cases  were  under  treatment  in  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Institutions  at  the  beginning  of  1938,  and  five  new  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year,  making 
a  total  of  eight,  six  of  these  being  pulmonary  cases  and  two  non-pulmonary. 


The  eight  cases  were  treated  in  the  following  Institutions 

Chippenham 
Salisbury  ... 

Semington 

Warminster 


4 

2 

1 

1 


Four  cases  were  discharged,  and  two  died,  leaving  two  patients  in  the  Institutions  on  the  31st 
December,  1938,  one  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary. 


St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Stratton. — This  Institution  was  appropriated  as  a  County  Council 
Hospital  in  1936,  and  is  used  for  the  treatment  of  certain  tuberculous  cases,  but  no  formal  approval 
for  its  use  for  this  purpose  has  been  sought  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  reason  for  this  is  that 
occasional  cases  only  are  treated  there,  usually  not  primarily  for  tuberculosis,  but  because  of  some 
complication  rendering  them  unsuitable  for  treatment  in  either  of  our  Tuberculosis  Institutions. 

During  1938,  sixteen  cases  were  admitted,  and  four  were  already  in  Hospital,  making  twenty, 
fifteen  of  these  being  pulmonary,  four  non-pulmonary,  and  one  an  observation  case.  Thirteen 
cases  were  discharged  during  the  year,  five  died,  and  two  (one  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary) 
remained  in  the  Hospital  on  the  31st  December,  1938. 


Public  Health  (. Prevention  of  Tuberculosis )  Regulations,  1925.— No  action  has  been  taken  by  the 
County  Council  under  these  Regulations. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. — No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  under  this 
Section  of  the  Act. 

Special  Examinations  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  ( apart  from  Tuberculosis  Scheme). — During 
the  year,  special  examinations  were  carried  out  upon  the  following  candidates  : — 


Under  Superannuation  Act 

.  38 

As  Air  Force  Apprentices  ... 

...  23 

Student  Teachers 

.  4 

As  Royal  Navy  Artificers  ... 

.  5 

University  Scholarships 

.  10 

Total 

•••  •••  a  a  a  SO 

